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oy AL e uuvg o1 the Unmited Stuter-
government. When he received the
‘news that his Stave had seceded from the
Yaderal Union, and believing that hia
primary aillegiance was dae to his Stats,
he resigned from the navy and tendsred |
218 services to the provisional govern-
meut of th:d Confederate States, They
. wore asccepted and he axmig|
Jduiy 18%1. was Bed m

It is not within the scope of thig
“tribute to follow-hiseventful life throngh
;vhe four years of war between the ssge
tione. But it may be truthlally said
thut in whatever position the forcans of
war piaced him, he was equal toevery"
emergency, performiog acts of vaior ane-|
lieroiswn that are second to nonein the
listory ! tirose eventful times.

They coustitute a part of that glorious
rengwn 3chieved by Southern prowess
upon laitd and sea that we cherisk wiih
peculiar pride, and which we sbail
trausmit t0 our ch.ldren aa the duarest
part of their heritage, of whick no man
'Agxd nu nation of men can evec depriys
thew.

Resvived, That in the death ol Capt.
Read the country has lost oneof its
purest patriots and noblest heroses, and
)ne whouse whole life was guidsd by
principies of honor snd daoty, and as
such is wourthy of imitation. )

Resolved further, That we tendsr to
4is griei-stricken wife and family agsur-
auces of the sywmpatbies of the meabera
5 this camp of Conlederate vetersng. . -

Resoived further, That the secretary
he ingtracted to furnieh his widow with
A properly engrossed copy of this tiibute
wnid that it be published in the clty
napers, and also in the Javkson Ciarion-
lLedger. -

After the adoption of the resolmtions
Dr. R. H. Whittield moved thss Capl.
W, 11, tlxrdy make remarks on the life
and character of Capt Read at the Flrsi
Baptist church. '

The motion was adopted.
the camp then adjourned.

ATelegruwm froun Gen, Beanregard,

Ou vesterday Mra, Capt. Read rece.vad
the following telegyram  frow Geu. G, T.
Beanregard @

. NEW ORLEANS, JRporry 27. -
Mre, C. W, Read: .

I sywpath:zs deeply in the death of
your husvand, who was one of our Com-
feilerute paroes.

On motion

G. 1. BEAUREGARD.

in Yazoo county, .end came.With “bis|

to. avenge his militant refa..

LYEUT.-COM. CHAS. W.
\ o

(7Y,

B P

Lieatenant Commasnder Char

Réad was 2 native of Mississipp

5

parents to Hinds counsy in-eariy ehild-
hood, where hg'lived yntil hmi?
the appointment_as exdeh at tha B ited
Hen ATEpolls,

hi

Htates -Naval“Ansdd
Md. He speut

days in-Jackses -
worked in the odbes s
pian and with & nmnb
among whom wap ki
- Dotson, who duii
the Statss becama
Alississipp: ‘Infal
a “memiber of th
edited a littls b ] eri
of Yonng America.?" " Gisluating {rom
tha- Naval Aesdemy in’ 1860, ke was
aseigned te duty on board the DUnited
States man-of-war: Powhatan. and gent

o,

‘ed he came with -the Powhatan to New

ington and tendered his resignation and
came to Montgomery ‘and . offered -his

baving been taught 2t Annapolis that
his allegianee wag due, to his ‘native
State, he ecould dp-longer perve. in

the- nmavy of-a goverament which }
his State formed fHp part.’ On May .l
1861, he was ordered to’report o Cap

tain Rosseau st New Orleans for dut; i
on the Confederate steamer McRes, in
command of Lieut, T. R. Huger. This

vesasl took part i the navai engagé-}i

ment with Farragut’s fleeb in the river
below New Orleans, sud wes 8o dis-
abled that it sank’ &t the wharf at
New Orleans after landing bher crew,
After the fail of New Orleans he re-
ported for duty at Richmond, whence
the seap of goverament had been re-
movad, and was assigued to duty erect-
ing batteries on the Petomac. _La!:e_l,'

to Vera Cruz, - ‘When Mississippi seced- |

York and immediately went-to Wash-|

gerviess to the Confederaté’ States,}
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Death of Capt. Chas W. xead Yese
terday Morning. -

Adallant Offioer of the Confedorate
Navy Passes Away. )

Cupt. (barl-s W. Read died at the

of Dr. ¢, A, , of the Euat Mla-
Mippi Insane Asylum, near Mexldfan,
AL 2 o'clock yesterduy wmorning, sur-
rounded by his loying wife and devoted
frienda.

Capl. Read, who resided In New Or-
leans, hay been ju Lad ‘health Tor pome
months; in fact, it was thought he had
that fatal malady, Bright’s’ dimsase, and’
his physiclaps v-nidwgm_ul-ﬂr.
vowery, Belng .au intimate person:
friend of Dr. C. A. Rios, of the Eaat Mis.
Rissippi Insane Aeyium, and haviog
grout confidence in Dr. Rice’sskill ss s
physician, Capt. Read came |
Wweoks ago to his father-in-law?
oity, Hon, A. R. Carter,- 50 as'lo be ¢
venieot to Dr. Rloe for treatment; .
* Aller beiug treated for w'short time by
Dr. Rice, &nd being improved by the
treatineut, he was Inepired with some
hope of recovering, and mocepted:Dr.
Rioe's invitailun to become his guass for
a short tline, which be did, - - -
He coutinued to improve and became.
lively and oheerful, and 'was -Su.,:u g0
sbout,and indeed wo grea: was hisim-
provewment under Dr. Rice’s treatigent
tbut be contemplated, retaralng/id Me
post of dutyyat New O; R few]
days, PRS -~
But about a week ago:he weedak !

with the vnaqn_:..h._un:ouga

into {s, and in hidenitaahted

P .. w —, e
he Olty of pa o
Tb1s vesge) 1y T te s,

s et
wi Aunlers,

reporter of the Sta:

telved by Cupy, W Hodly
heen PL. Charleg H
ud | Y bim'iven the aozc:._uwrbw.ehmu.
we Mpwnpwm Sth o:_:wl.—:.a-ona
“abont _E_._.wm_MMm wwacnwnc_sm n:nﬂo%wﬂﬂ.
i 34 out
x_wmm _.p_“._m accident we soras our

054 longly,
unnsc..w F_»_n
100k off

e 8712

LOW us to gy reaae,
.«mﬁ.%o of the gwuco..
en with per, %

‘deatroying over fltesn v,

Ut for ropm 018 .uo...nﬁﬂ. Ww‘.
VTS o Dry

Introdueing zshm. boarded her,-

e day fn] 86t all ogy 1—F-=-.__.u,_.pa;.nn‘r.e. il'the whilgwith
anchaLiPlowing suceeedol .
orage on G-Eva-nnu

a Hatght

native State Liad peceded; he.
-1y, on the 18¢h, bf JMaroh 188Y;
bis reaignation whilst Bls ahl

‘for.

oqaat and -ﬁpfﬁm.. Jnerc!
‘of.the enemy like do; u.xufvo:
by ivthe, :Eagle, oo.-...n.ﬂﬂm

3

“whole coast of
' ad, and veasal, waridl
o.M.c.EnZ him, but the work'of destruc-
tion went on,” and 'ths''ses was }ighted
almost nightly-by the lurid glare otsome
“burning vesseli * But TH= Nuwe oannat
follow bis career througly the.faur long
history. .- o

His laat daring: me&
‘Confederate H-B.Je.o

. o0 ‘past, the
at. New Orleans

and 00a.- The
detaila of this wonderfaf “foat’ qf derlng
would read like s ‘rwmanos, bul .H¢.-
News hasnot the spaocs to ulve theni:

Aftor the war Capt. teaa toqk servlce
with & line of steamships plylng be-
tween New Orleana nnd Central- Amer-
flon—thg,last ione which he 85-.--.50.&
TR 0 L M A
He was then -appointed by tik Giywa v

of Loulslana as' v member™of’: the bogrd |

; AFO-. 55_.&..3 Miss No~
braska Curte: aughter of Hon, A, R,

years thal mark an epach In the ‘warld’s | )

Cacrier, of this vity, ofwhich marnsge
there is one ild living, Through all
Oapt. Read's. sickness his devotdd wife :
pursed him with a tendérnoss and devo- _

tion that never flagged: for one wmoment,.
and today whilat ber ‘onfa haart Rianal

S

i

e (3T -

rnns (e s .

. 3 -

[QAPT. READ'S PICTURE
y w?tni to E-.uon.._ to

. World’s Notables.

aaly Donated by His Daughter
hrongh Bev. Dr. Bussey.

usnt Haview of the Carcer of the
Ranl h".': of the Confederacy.

X' place’ at the Beaman’s Bethel last

ht. .
spdmbled, and the ceremony msde im-
{Irpremive, though necessarily brief, .
-Af(er some-songs and recitations, Dr.

n'Chavies W, Roed, -

£ the Webb, the Arkan-

ny. « .

] » dalnty young Jady justin

) Joame forward with.an adonrate

w b et famoua father, and Dr. Mark-

. hana sald-h fow words of introduction bear-

Jug upon the -vw..uv:!b:o- of plucing

the ploture  Upon the Wwella of the Bathel.

. . Rev. O, W, Bumsey, D. D., pastor of the
Coliseurn Placs u-—:_-ﬂ oburch, dellvered
the addreas of pressntation on bubalf of the:

. .,Eeusm_—-.u. [ orm__-o of Ci N

tol and
E.—Eenk-iﬂ—ﬂmttﬁ.“-ﬂ-—ii

the lamented con-
He wus

.alipman jupt as the clouds began gathering,
G&.E #00n aftor burss into tlio awful storm
of wgr, . .
HE WAS A SOUTHERNZE,

Joved Lls mative land, loved bis atate and
deemad hiniesif 1is sacvant, and 5o he guve
bimaelf to the coufederasy. It woulkl inke
t00 much of time to deacribe iu detull the
story of his marvelous careor as a sailor on
the Missiasipp!
of the merclan!

¥ dashiing rush down
0le Hee dur-

AB BRAVE AS ANY MAN .
who sver trod s quarter-dack, hestd ibe
boom of a cannon sud the dic of battle.

in all the relations of life and of Lim wiglt

"o . Upon Ita Was(( 4344 [
[ AP Hhe Srogp of, Oer of g,

Anpther interesting plstare presentation |.

neederate naval ehief- |°

He was atfsotionats I the hoe, upright |
truly be sald “to know himl was to luve |

Y ot by
T i 2, dit
Clnmme [

. 1t @l
betane U
L pone,
\&PRM e
b atd (Fog

An unususlly large sudienco was |

Lo e Lo

Pp~

g

hiwn”

Hinlnva wae tar tha men e ammated 1n




Univ. Lib.,, N. J. State Lib., Rutgers Univ. Lib., and
the libraries of the Pa. Hist. Soc. and the Am. Anti-
quarian Soc.; Archives of the State of N. J., especially
1 ser., vols, VII-X (1883-1886), XXIV-XXIX (1902~
1907) ; Pa. Mag. of Hist. and Biog., July 1893, pp. 190~
94 ; diary of Aaron Leaming, in lib. of Pa. Hist. Scc,,
Phila.]) . C.RW.

READ, CHARLES WILLIAM (May 12,
1840-Jan. 25, 18g0), Confederate naval officer,
was born in Yazoo County, Miss. Nothing is
known of his parents or his childhood. He en-
tered the United States Naval Academy in Sep-
tember 1856, and was graduated in June 1860.
He served as midshipman aboard the Pawnee
and the Powhatan. When he received news of
the secession of Mississippi he forwarded his
resignation from Vera Cruz, Mexico, and re-
turned to the United States in March 1861. He
reported to the Confederate secretary of the navy,
who appointed him an acting midshipman on
Apr. 13. He was assigned to duty as sailing
master on the cruiser McRae, which was shortly
converted into a river gunboat with Read as ex-
ecutive officer. In February 1862 he was pro-
moted to be lieutenant-for-the-war. He partici-
pated in the Ship Island expedition in July, in
the successful night attack on the blockading
squadron at the Head of the Passes in October,
in the unsuccessful defense of Island No. 10,
Tenn.; and New Madrid, Mo., and in the un-
fortunate operations below New Orleans in
March and April of the following year. Shortly
after the attack began on Apr. 24, the captain
was mortally wounded, and the command de-
volved on Read, who fought the McRae with
gallantry. After the débicle at New Orleans he
was ordered to the squadron stationed below
Fort Pillow, Tenn., being assigned first to a
shore battery, then to the C.S.S. Arkansas. He
commanded the stern gun division of this ram
in her five brilliant engagements during July
and August. He was next assigned to a shore
battery at Port Hudson, La., and was promoted
in October to the rank of second lieutenant in
the Regular Navy.

On account of his reputation for “gunnery,
coolness and determination,” he was assigned to
the cruiser Florida, then in Mobile harbor (E.
M. Mafiitt, post, p. 250). He remained with her
from November 1862 until early the following
May when Capt. John Newland Maffitt [q.v.]
placed him in command of the prize brig Clarence
{off Brazil), and ordered him to raid the coast
of the United States. His crew consisted of one
officer and twenty men, and his armament of one
boat howitzer, which he supplemented by an im-
posing battery of dummy guns made from spars.
He took twenty-one prizes in as many days be-

tween the latitude of Charleston, S. C, and Port-
land, Me. Thirteen of them were burned, six
bonded, and two recaptured. He transferred his
flag, successively, to his fourth prize, the Tacony,
and his twentieth, the schooner Archer. In thel
last he sailed boldly into Portland harbor and
captured the revenue cutter, Caleb Cushing,
which was retaken a few hours later. During
his consequent imprisonment at Fort Warren,
on Jan. 6, 1864, he was promoted to the rank of
first lieutenant of the Provisional Navy. He
was exchanged in Virginia on Oct. 18, 1864, as- .
signed to the command of Battery Wood below
Richmond, and was detached to the command of
the torpedo boat division of the James River
Squadron in January 1865. Shortly before the
evacuation of Richmond, he was ordered to
Shreveport, La., to command the seagoing ram
William H. Webb. Disguised as a Union cot-
ton transport, he ran the gauntlet of the Federal
fleet in the Mississippi River but just before
gaining the sea he was blocked by the U.S.S.
Richmond, Apr. 24, 1865. Read beached and
fired his ship and escaped with his crew into the
swamp where they were subsequently captured.
He was again imprisoned at Fort Warren, be-
ing released the following July.

After the war he went into the merchant serv-
ice as an owner-captain and in the réle of ship
broker supplied the Republic of Colombia with
a gunboat. He later became a Mississippi River
bar pilot and one of the harbor masters of the
port of New Orleans. He died at Meridian.
Miss., after a painful illness which he bore with
an unflinching courage characteristic of the
mild-mannered young naval officer whose bril-
lant record was unsurpassed by any other of-
ficer of his rank in either the Union or C
erate Navies.

[C. W. Read, “Reminiscences of the Confed. Stare
Navy,” South. Hist. Soc. Papers, May 1876; Reguste?
of the Officers of the Confed. States Navy (1931); V&
of the Rebellion:Official Records (Navy), 1 ser., ¥
I, I1; J. T. Scharf, Hist. of the Confed. States Nor3
(1887); E. M. Maffitt, The Life and Services of J
Newland Maffitt (1906) ; Clarence Hale, “The C.\;*:‘
of the ‘Caleb Cusking,’ ” Me. Hist. Soc. Colls., 3 »°+
voL I (1904); J. D. Hill, “Charles W. Read, C pot
erate von Lickner,” Sowth Atlantic Quars., Qct. 199
E. H. Browne, “The Cruise of the Clarence—T.
Archer,” Md. Hist. Mag., Mar. 1915.] W.M.R.J®

READ, DANIEL (Nov. 16, 1757-Dec &
1836), musician, the son of Daniel and Mar?
(White) Read, was born in Rehoboth, w}
called Attleboro, Mass., and died in New Ha
Conn. He was a descendant in the fou l'; :
ration from John Read, who emigrated ffo"“. of
rope about 1630. During the Revolut.xona‘r!

he served for short periods in Sullivan'$

420
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UNIT-o STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21402

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

5

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21402

13 April 1987

Mr. John Read Maynard
532 Continental Court
Pasadena, CA 91103

Dear Mr. Maynard:

Thank you for your recent letter in which you request information
about your great grandfather, Charles William Read, U. S. Naval

Academy Class of 1860.

about Charles Read's

Our records do not contain information
M. L. Read

ancestry, but his “parent/guardian" is shown as Mrs.
from Jackson, Mississippi.

Other information relating to Charles Read is as follows:

Appointed from Mississippi on 20 September 1856 at
the age of 16 years and 4 months

Graduated and appointed midshipman 15 June 1860
Attached to Steam Sloop Powhatan :
Resigned 4 February 1861
Became Lieutenant CSN
Died 20 January 1890 Meridian, Mississippi

e from the 1860 Naval Academy
ime of graduation.

Enclosed is a photo copy of a pag
Register which shows his class standing at the t

I regret that we do not have information relating to his ancestry
but hope that the above will be of interest.

Sincerely,
g ,;7 :/i>

Jane H. Price (Mrs.)
/ Assistant Archivist

\_/‘

losure
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MISS MARY RATLIFF
Historian |

YEAR BOOK—1928-29
10th—FOUNDER'S
. DAY .
“The Wemen of the Confederacy
Whose pious ministrations 1o our
wounded soldiers,
Soothed the last hours of those,
Who died. far from the objecis of
their Jove;
Whose domestic labors
Contr:buted rmuch to supply the wants
¢! our defenders in the ficlds:
Whose zealcus faith in our cause
Shone. a wuiding star, undimmoeg by
darkest clouds of war;
Whose fortitude .
Sustained them under all privations
to which they were subjected;
Whose annual tribute
Expresses their -enduning  grief,

L. D C

SEPTEMBER

love,!

. Whose patriotism .
Will teach their children -
To emulate the deeds of our mu.s-
trious sires.” -
—Jenemn Davis

. Time of meung
, Hostess . s
Leader

“When my Mother Relugeed June the Svn was verv much chagrined

Heritage.

Song—*“Take Me Hamee,” from book, -

* Echoes from Dixie.

Historians report to the U. D. C.
canvention, June Heritage

Foreword in 1928-29 year book.

Echoes from Dixie. Noble and No-
ble. 76, 5th Ave., New York.

Price $1.00.

OCTOBER 20th—J. Z GEORGI-: DAY
“Sorrow and pain and anger
Hatred and death are fled
I i only Glery Lngers -
With t.he great immortal dead
For they knew dernt—whu eer
cost
Could never mean l.h.st their cause’
was lost.”
Time of Meeling
"~ Hostess
Leader
Capmn Chnrles Read of the Con-
Heritage.
" from Fthoes

Mississippians in artillery service in'
_Virginis, September Heritage.

it

Qualifications for artillery m--lieutemm in the Confederate Sutzslblockadlng fleet had been strength-

September Heritage.

General Historical study~Confeder- |
ate officers formerly in the United
iula army—>Paper by Chapler Mem- |

T.

and reverence; and ,

marriage to tham Rtad mo‘ed to
Jutksun soon after the death of her
hushand which occurred 1n Sacra-
mento Citv. Califorma. He with many
cther Mississippians had  joined the
“ecld rush” of 1849, but died soon
afwer reaching the gold fields. Charles
“Fwas the oldest of five children. four
boys and cne girl, youngest being an
infant..

.He learned the printer's trade in
vacaticns and in the afternoons when
:choul was over, in the office of The
DS Ppian., Assteiaiing
with a nimber ol other boys in the
¢ffice and about town he established
“n Littls paper called “Scraps of Young
Amenica,” and he was. 21 one unre
s editor.

‘n this pcsitien.  In cne «f his arti-

cles he arcused the ire cf the editor’

~f ~The Vicksburg $:n. «this paper
being noted for its f:ghiing editurs)
iwho came up to Jackson with the in-
tenticn cf calling him te account.
{ He attended an amateur pe'{urm-
l 2nee given by "The Thespian Society.”
of which Read was a member. in
ccmpany with a Yriend who told himi
that he knew Read and would point’
him out to him at the play. .
The plav was Black Eved Susan and
Read took the part of a sailor boy
and when he appeared on the stage
in his sailor suit he was pointed out
to the editor of “Scraps of Young'
. America.” He was about 15 vears old
|ﬁnd small for his age. The editor of

iand said, he was lokoing for a man,

that he did not come w Jackson to

ficht a boy. In 1856 he received the
sopointment as cadet to the U. S.
Nrvpl Acedermry Rt Annapolis, throvgh
 Hon. O. R. Singleton. member of
,Congress frcm his district. He grad-
‘uated in 1860 and at the time that
MLsslssappl seceded he was on board
ithe S. warship “Powhatan,™ then
:tar‘oned at Verm Cruz. Mexico. With
a number of other cadets and offi-
scers from the South he determined to
resign at once and
sippl. but was persuaded by the com-
mander to remain on board till the
'ship reached New York far which
point it was unler orders to sail

! On reaching New York he went im-.

‘mediately to Washington and after
lpl_ving his respects to President Lin-
'eoln, tendered his resignation to the
;Secretary of the Navy and started
South.

He reported to the Secrnm'y of the
Con!edemte Navy :at Montgomery.
{Ala. and was put on wailing orders.
hnvmg received his commission s

N-vy
He had not long to wait, spendlnzi“& R. Cuyler.”

‘hfs time with his mother, who was;
!at that time making her home &t
Rlymond Miss. It was during this

himsel? of

The bovs took time about

retarn to Missis-

Pl(‘E ‘I’"EIE

(o n-mam xdle when lhls duzy w.as single six pound gun lhe

performed. He was ordered to report ferred to the “Clarence”
to Commodore Pickney near Fn- soon alone on the high seas. Capt.
Pillow. Commodore Pickney gave Lt. Read now being master ot all he sur-
Read cummand of 1wo heavy guns veved. began his famous carder up
mounted on a bluff four mnes below the Atlanue coast, the incdents of
Rriclph, which sound muctr like fiction. During
After a . short 'service he received thar cruise tuents-seven of the
crders 1o dismount his guni r»nd :hin enemy's vessels wore captured and
~hcm up \'\'hue river (% Fry destroyed or bonded. The crew and
: t the one gun were transferred to the
. ~ “Taccny.” une of the prizes and after
cf the fa'l 8 varied experience. duning which
bt crafs xere they came near being captured by a
taken up Lhe Yazoo rmivir fer their Federal gunboat. he transferred his
arowervn. Her: the Ram  Arkansas €rew to the “Archer.” another pnze
wes fitted U £s an ircn elad. having in order to deceive the enemy who
been cuvered with railroad iron. Lt knew that the Tacony had been cap-
J. N. Brown vwas put in c-mmand tured and converted into a “rebel
and Lt. Read was given charge cof the Privateer.” He then ran into the
sIrtn o battery ¢f two gune, harbcr of Portland. Maine. sank the

When the rarr was reardv for serv- Archer and raptured the Caleh Cuih- |

ice Lt. Brown consulird General Van ing. lving anchor in' the harbor
'Dorn thin in command cf the de- and took her out to sea. The Caleb
‘ense of Vickburg. as 10 the part that Cushing being m saibng  ship- was
the Ram Arkansas should undertake. Overiaken the next day by
Tfeut Rerd was charged with the With infantry “and artillery aboard
-'a-lr of mtc_—\‘-;\ and alsn to recon--@nd alter smking her by cutting s
1 itep "l- cf

‘fleet about chkburg The young of- -t0 her at the same time: Capt. Read
firor rede all might horse back, reach-
ing Vickshurg. a distonce of fif(y . SurTendered to the enemy. Read and
l,,-ﬂ.“- earlv in the moming. - chew would have been hung as pirates .
j: The orders that he received from' by the people of Portland had it not -
General Van Dorn were 16 run by the been for naval officers ‘bﬂ had been'
Federal gunboats above Vicksburg, Clasmates of his. -

also the Brooklwn and Morten . Capl. Read was taken w Fort. War-
Schooners below, then 10 proceed ‘Ten. Bostan harbor. where he . was
down the river and destroy any stray Xept as prisoner for more than a
vessels of the enemy in the journey. Year. After his release Iram prison
He was to coal the ship at New Or- he Was placed in command of & bat-
leans. pass Forts Jackson and Phillip, YI¥ of heasy artillery on the James
at night and proceed 1o Mobile Bav Tiver below Richmond. Note)
and raise the blockade. The work of %as engaged In a daring expedition
the “Ram Arkansas” is a matter of On land during this ’me—in the win-
history and its brief but glorious ter

career is known to most Mississipians Pa| containing an account of it

He:

1864-5, but I haven't access to

a steamer. .

the enemy's hole in the bottom and ‘setting fire

mdmwgot.mwsmmlboatsnndw'

who have taken any interest in the His last adventure, during the war, .

events of those stirring times when Was In April 1865 When he under-

$o many heroes were being revealed. 100k 10 run the “Webb” from Alex- . °

Not the least among v.hom was this Abdria oan Red river down the Mis-
boyv lieutenant. . sissippi and out to sea. A full ac-

Read was ordered to the steamer W. H Hal m Sadls, Liiss. who was
Florida. Delighted at the thaught of '%ith him ©pd is published ‘in the
getling 10 sea again he lost no time “New Orlrans Times-Democrat.”
in reporting on board ship. The gal- May 23, 1903. After the war, Capt.
lant fight made by the Florida:
ning the biockade to Mobile Bay; Could Dot get service at sea under
_passing under the guns of three Fed-'the United States flag. was - cont-'-
eral ships at close range: receiving, Pelled:ito be idle for ‘several montrs
two shells throgh her body: hating.&td he spent the time m the country
;her rigging cut up; two. of her crew,8mongst his relatives and friends. In
killed ‘and seven wounded is also a ;Octcber 1885 he sailed fromr Havana -
matter of history. - Ifor l-turpml where he seciired the

On the 15th of January 1863 she ! Position &s * master © of mercantle
made her way to sea although u:eSNP'lMBﬁheBﬂﬂshﬂla!ﬂlh
3 his -y know " R

After the sinking of the Ranr Lt  ccunt of which is given by Lieut. :

d R
run, Read being an unpardoned rebel; who: '*°

La,

ened she was pursued by the G\mbtnt..'“ bard for the government to par--:.

The Florida destroy-|
jéd fourteen prizes and bonded three Ttbel who had destroyed as much .
while Lieut. Read was connetted with !property as he had, even going into.
her, Onedmecnphmmmem“mtﬂﬂmhndmtm‘

dunlmnrhmkmmdedls‘*

time that he won the affection d'cllpper ship “Jacob Bell” from Foo,some of it .

Mls Rosa Hall. whom he married In|\Choo, China for New York. Vmel‘ Capt. Read wnhﬂﬂ!d to command’

Nou-mber 1867, afler an engagementiand cargo were valued at $1.500,000, 'ships till a few years before his death, -

lasting more than six years. ;the most valuable single prize taken he Was appointed by the governar of |
His first assignment to duty was un,by any Confederate schooner. One! president’ of the Board of

The Warren Light Art Sep-|
" tember Heritage. i
: NOVEMBER =~ ,
'mm,- of Meeting PR
Hostess

. Leader - . . 1
. Withers* Hlst nght A.rullery. Octo-
ber Heritage. . .
: Song—“All Quiet A]uug the Potomac |}
. Tonight.” Echoes from. Dixie.
“;.l‘he Ranr Arkanses, October . Hen- |
e.
. A Child's Memory of the Buudmxv
.. of the Ram Arkansas, Onober Herl-y
tage. s
Coneral Historical Study—-smﬂcs of

{ Louislans,
‘Lhe “McCrea. belonging to & fleet on:night while walking the deck with Harbors Masters at New Orleans. -

the Mississippi river. He took part!Cammander Moffitt. he told Lleul..‘ R

]m the engagement against Adnunlﬂnd of his purpose of going to the' mlvl:nbhholdmendl)t QA

jFarragut's fleet below New Oﬂnm,!kst Indies and China to which Lt  Rice, who was at that time superin~-

in ‘April 1862 Read dissented and said . that rather . tendent of the Hospital for the Insane -
His, commander, Lieut. Hughes was than go so far away where they could |and is buried there. :

i mortally wounded and he was placed ‘be of no possible service ‘'to the Can-. ——-0—

in command of the ship. The naval Iedemcy. he would resign. return .to.MISSIISSIPPIANS IN u’nu.nn

engagement is a matter of h:swryllhe South and join the army.  So. = SERVICE IN ‘mGl\'lA o
Licut. Read succeeced.in landing thejafter a long talk the . commander 4 — 4
wounded of his and several ~otheriagreed to give him the first’ smaill; Extracts from “Four years nnder

<hips at the wharf at NewOrleans, tn-{vessel he cupeured ard al low him_to ‘Marse Roben*ma)w Robert  Stises,

g0 _ashore. .Va
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. CAPTAIN CHARLES READ OF rm:'
' . CONFEDERATE NAVE, o iy

By Mis Brother .'ne Rﬂd

. Captain Charles Read was caUed hy
some,” “The Poul Jomes -of the Con-i
federate Navy™ " "He was born in
- Yazro0 Cqunt\ Mississippi. May 12,
1839, but when ‘quite young his'
parents moved to the Downing place’
vear Edwards, Mms His mother, whi
Biss

jthe very: river's ‘edge.™4 * % %

;fore his vessel. which had been badiv;
jerippled in’ the engagement.  went.
down, He escaped from the city and:
went ‘at oncé to Richmond to which
place the Confederate capital

remry of Navy, He was then assigned
!to duty on the Potomac where hk as-

!sisted In erecting batteries for  the:
‘““The river was:

iblockade of the river.

‘ruzldl_v patrolled by Federal eunboats.

-and  larger  vessels. and transports

passed night ‘and day—yet four pow-i

erful  batteries” were constructed

-‘ﬂs.

Suc‘h a heutenam. was no( guowod
é .

had
‘been moved and reported to the Sec-

!engmr who was an idler aboard.!

Very soon after this' l.hey upmmd! ~This  MIssissipph
the Brig Clarence from Rio™ Jlne’uu'hnh'y cmnu\g of the 'xmmenm.
for Baltimore. Lieut. Read remi -'d.vr Eigh
the ‘commander of his promise and first regiments, ®ac in many respects

First Lieut. to call hands to muster As & body théy were very youtg men
on deck and ask for. volunteers to goland brim flt of*. irrepressible. enthus-
with him. The ‘entire crew  volun- equally ready\Jor’ play snd
iteered. He Sselected sixteen men, Of nhc The lai:gh, the song the shou
this number. Billups had been master the sell of *he rebel charge burst ‘in-
‘of a merchant ship. Pride was the dn(en’mh irom their lips. but in any
quarntergunner., \lan‘enwn one  of:and nen‘ case the \oulr‘ of "soun
at’'the boalswain mau-s and Broxn an'\v Ay lrem(ndouu-. Y

1° xnew' aimest ’ evers man i,

ot thue e made omuu. w:m one | bﬂgudp ana w @t.tmded

Frigide “of In-|
th and Twenty- "

was highly clated when he told the the finest body of men T ever saw,.
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On May 6, 1863 (when Stonewall Jackson was dying
of the wounds he had received at Chancellorsville),
the Florida, while cruising off the coast of Brazil,
captured the brig Clarence, bound from Rio to Balti-
more. Lieutenant Charles W. Read, the twenty-three-
year-old officer whom Maffitt had asked for because
of his remarkable combat career on the Mississippi,
thought that the Clarence could enter Chesapeake
Bay because she had clearance papers for Baltimore.
He asked for the brig and got her. With a boat howitzer,
some small arms, 21 men, and a commission issued
by Maffitt to operate as a Confederate raider, he
sailed north along the outer rim of the West Indies.

The Clarence was too slow to overtake the first
ships Read sighted. He did not make his first capture

N LiIEUTENANT CHARLES W. REap, CSN
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until June-‘6, when he took and burned the“ bark
Windward. He then captured two other ships. From

newspapers found aboard them and from his prisonerg '

he learned that the entrance to Cheaspeake Bay wag

too closely guarded for him to get through. He de-

cided to run along the coast instead. o
On June 12 he captured the bark Tacony near
Cape Henry and decided to use her as a raider be-

cause she was a better sailor than the Clarence. Be- -

fore he could move his men and equipment, the
schooner M. A. Shindler came along. Read quickly
captured her and then started to transfer his crew

and the howitzer to the Tacony. While the deck gun: -
was being taken from one ship to the other, another -

schooner, the Kate Stewart came in sight. Read had
nothing to threaten her with except a dummy wooden
cannon on deck of the Clarence, put there to give the

brig a more warlike appearance. The ruse worked,

and the captain of the Kate Stewart surrendered
without realizing how easily he had been gulied.

Read then burned the Clarence and the M. A. Shin-
dler, bonded the Kate Stewart, and sent her off with
all the prisoners he had taken. Between June 12 and
June 24 he captured 14 more ships.

Meanwhile, the captain of the Tacony, who had
reached shore on the Kate Stewart, hurried by train
to Philadelphia to tell the owners of the second vessel
what had happened. They promptly sent an indignant
message to Secretary Welles.

Welles sent out ship after ship until all available
naval vessels were hunting for Read. Commercial
steamers and sailing ships were chartered and hurried
to sea with orders to stop everything afloat and make
a careful search. The Federal fleet rapidly picked up
some of the ships Read had bonded and turned loose,
so it was fairly well informed of his movements. But
he was always one jump ahead of them.

His pursuers did not know that Read’s single how-
itzer had run out of ammunition. When he captured
the schooner Archer off the Maine coast on June 24
he had exhausted all his shot and powder. He de-
cided to burn the Tacony and use the Archer.

He turned toward the shore and made Portland
light on June 26. Near there, he picked up two local
fishermen who thought the schooner was a pleasure
vessel and offered to guide her into the harbor. They
told Read that the revenue cutter Caleb Cushing and
a New York passenger steamer were lying at the
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docks. The ambitious young lieutenant wanted to seize
them both. He had brought along an engineer from
the Florida for just such a chance.

(At this time, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia
was in Pennsylvania, spread out in a wide semicircle
from Chambersburg to Harrisburg, while the Union
Army was hurrying north. On July 1 they were to
meet at Gettysburg.)

L Read boldly sailed past the forts guarding the en-

trance to Portland Harbor and anchored in full view
of the city. When he spoke to his engineer, he found
him doubtful about being able to start the steamer’s
engines. Anyway, it would take time to get steam up,
and Read knew he could not afford to wait several
hours. He decided instead to cut out the revenue cut-
ter Caleb Cushing, a well-armed sailing ship. With
her eight guns he felt that he could fight his way
through anything. Once at sea, he would not be de-
pendent upon getting coal, which was hard for a
hunted ship to obtain.
_ - Shortly after midnight, two boats rowed by muffled
] oars and carrying men armed with revolvers and cut-
; . lasses moved silently across the water to the wharf
where the Caleb Cushing was tied up. Most of the
crew and all but one of the officers were at home
fﬁ asleep. A landing boom projecting from the side made
' boarding easy. Two men on deck were quickly sub-
dued; then some of the Confederates dashed below,
where a display of cutlasses enabled them to put irons
on a lieutenant and eight or ten sailors. They lost
time getting away from the dock because the cable
could not be slipped. Worse 'still, the tide was coming
in and the wind was dying down.
~ The Archer, with three of Read’s men, had gone
ahead. By the time he reached the forts at the harbor
entrance the sun was rising. And the desperately
needed wind was so slight that it did not even fill the
sails.
A search of the presumably well-equipped Caleb
1 Cushing turned up only five projectiles for the pivot
gun. And there was hardly any gunpowder. More
ammunition was certainly on board, but the captured
; Yankees, even under threats, refused to say where it
i was.
Two steamers with fieddpieces lashed on deck, and
g accompanied by three tugboats, were seen coming
: out of the harbor manned by volunteer crews. They
headed straight for the becalmed revenue cutter.

Read’s first shot went straight at the leading steamer.
It ricocheted over the water but fell short. The steamer
. kept advancing. Read had the pivot gun fired again;
“'"again the shot fell short. He used all five projectiles

~ hoping to scare off his pursuers. But they kept steadily
~coming on. When they got closer, Read ordered the
© 8un to be loaded with scrap iron. The cannon made

I
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a loud noise, but the iron did not go very far.

One steamer looked as if she was going to ram
them. Read hastily ordered everyone to take to the
boats, and had the Caleb Cushing set on fire. White
handkerchiefs were used as flags of truce as the two
boats were rowed toward the nearest steamer. Soon
after Read and his men surrendered and were taken
on board, flames reached the revenue cutter’s well-
concealed magazine. She blew up with a great roar,
scattering timbers over the water.

The captured Confederates were sent to Fort War-
ren in Boston Harbor. Read, whose exploit naval
historian Richard S. West calls “the most brilliant
daredevil cruise of the war,” was exchanged in Octo-
ber 1864. He then served on the James River squad-
ron. His last command was the ram William H. Webb,
which he ran down the Mississippi in an effort to
escape to the Gulf. He almost made it, but was headed
off by the USS Richmond. He burned his ship before
being captured. It was then April 26, 1865, seventeen
days after Appomattox.

The U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing just before she
blew up.
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The spring of 1865 was not the brightest season in the life of the Confederacy.
General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was stretched to the breaking
point around Richmond and Petersburg. After checking Sherman’s “B ummers” briefly
in March at Bentonville, N.C., General Johnston was desperately trying to pull the
remnants of the Army of Tennessee together to stop him. Sheridan had laid waste to
the Shenandoah Valley and the South’s last port east of the Mississippi, Wilmington,

N.C. had fallen.

On asmaller scale, but no less important to those involved,
Licutenant Charles W. “Savez” Read, CSN, had just returned
from his abortive mission along the James River. (“Sevez”
was the only word of French he was able to learn at the U.S.
Naval Academy, hence his nickname.) Lieutenant Read, a
native of Yazoo, Mississippi, had seen his share of fighting
in these last tumultuous four years of war. He had been sec-
ond in command of the C.S.S. McRae during engagements in
the upper Mississippi River around Island Number 10 carly
in the war, and took command of the McRae at the Battle of
New Orleans in April of 1862 when his captain, T. B. Huger,
was mortally wounded. Positioning his ship in the middle of
the channel, Read fought Farragut’s flect
on both sides until the McRae was liter-
ally shot through like a sieve. Read’s next
exploil was aboard the Confederate Iron-
clad C.S.S. Arkansas as it made its mad
dash down the Mississippi. Showing his
skill as a gunnery officer, Read gotin many
a lelling shot from his two six-inch stern
rifles as the Arkansas steamed through the
middle of the Federal flcets. Laler, after
the loss of the Arkansas, “Savez” reported
~1 November 4th to John Newland Maffit1

Mobile, Alabama for service on the
C.S.S. Florida. Malffitt, who had run the
Florida through the blockade into Mobile
on Scptember 4, 1862, now had her re-
paired and refitted and was impatiently
awaiting an opportunity to put to sea. Fi-
nally, on the dark cold night of January
16, 1863, with heavy rain showers and a

fierce north wind blowing, the Florida streaked past the Yan-
kee blockaders and began her destructive cruise in the South
Atlantic. In May, Read began a cruise of his own using one
of the Florida’s prizes as a commerce raider. After caplturing
Iwenty-one enemy vessels along the U. S. east coast, he sailed
boldly into the harbor at Portland, Maine on the night of June
26, 1863, in an altempt to capture the U. S. Revenue Cutier
Caleb Cushing. Boarding the cutter in the wee hours of the
morning, Read sailed her twenty miles out to sea before be-
ing overlaken where he and his crew were forced to surren-
der. Thrown into prison at Fort Warren in Boston, Read later
escaped, was recaptured and finally on October 14, 1864,
was exchanged.

By the beginning of 1865, “Savez”
was in command of a squadron of torpedo
boats on the river below Richmond. He
had devised a plan in February to trans-
port whale boats overland and behind the
Union Army to a point below the huge
supply base at City Point, Va. There they
planned on capturing as many enemy tugs
as possible, affixing torpedos to the bow
of each, and steaming up the James River,
attacking the Federal base from the rear,
At the same time, the Confederate James
River Squadron would attack down the
stream. Taking one hundred twenty sail-
ors and marines, they arrived within a few
miles of their objective in a blinding snow
and sleet storm, only to learn that a de-
serter had informed the Yankees of their
mission and a trap was beinge et for them



Retracing their steps, Read success-
fully brought his entire command
back intact, reaching Confederate
lines on February 13th. Not a man,
wagon, boat, or mule was lost, but
at least seventy-five men of his ex-
pedition wound up in the hospital
suffering due to the bitter cold from
exposure. The Confederacy’s heart
still beat, however, and as the month
of March approached, Lieutenant
Read had another idea.

Read took his plan directly to
the Secretary of the Navy, Stephen
R. Mallory, Read explained, lying at
Shreveport, La, on the Red River
three hundred fifty miles above New
Orleans, was the Confederate ram
CSS Webb. Read proposed o take the ram down the Red
River, run the blockade at the mouth of the river and proceed
on down the Mississippi. Of course the Mississippi would
be awash in Yankee gunboats, but if by the use of stealth and
disguise they could get by them and reach the mouth of the
river below New Orleans, he would then proceed to sea in
the Webb and capture the Federal gunboat USS Pampero.
The Pampero was a 1,375 ton warship mounting four guns,
which was engaged in guarding one of the channels leading
to the Gulf of Mexico. Once the Pampero was in his hands,
Read would then turn her into a commerce raider, proceed to
Havana, Cuba to replenish her supplies, and then run the
blockade back into Galveston Texas, capturing and burning
.- what Yankee ships he might come across on the way! If the

"Pampero was not captured, he would continue on in the Webb,
using her as a commerce raider. Lither way, it was a daring
and formable undertaking to say the least.

Aware of all the brave exploits in which this young navy
lieutenant had been involved during the war, Mallory prob-
ably felt that if anyone could accomplish such a mission it
would be Read, and so gave his approval. Taking a few se-
lect officers from the James River Squadron, Read left Rich-
mond in mid-March for Shreveport, La. Traveling from Vir-
ginia to Louisiana in March of 1865 must have been an ad-

venture in itself! Not only was the
Confederacy crawling with Yankee
troops, but that grandfather of riv-
ers, the mighty Mississippi, which
they would have to cross, had effec-
tively been closed by patrolling Fed-
eral gunboats. Showing that “travel”
in the Confederacy was still pos-
sible,

Read and his naval party arrived
in Shreveport in late March. Report-
ing with his sealed orders from
Mallory to Lieut. Jonathan H. Carter,
commander of the Red River De-
fenses, Lieut. Read was given com-
mand of the Webb on March 3 Ist.

The Webb was still in fine con-
dition, but lacked guns and a crew.
Known as the William H. Webb, she had been built in New
York several years prior to the war and was used there as a
tow boat, and as an ice breaker in the winter. Just prior to the
outbreak of war, the Webb was purchased by a group of New
Orleans merchants who used her, because of her powerful
engines, for towing heavily laden ships into and out of the
harbor. She was a little over two hundred feet long and
weighed approximately 655 tons. Her powerful steam en-
gines were of the low pressure type and her huge sidewheels
measured thirty-five feet high. When war broke out she was
seized at New Orleans by Confederate authorities, and due
to her great strength, converted into a ram and gunboat Heavy
solid timbers were placed inside her bow running aft about
thirty feet where they were bolted together. A thirty-two inch
muzzle-loaded swivel rifle was placed on her foredeck and
two twelve pounder howitzers placed on the stern. In addi-
tion, two “Quaker” guns (fake guns made of wood and painted
black) were fabricated and one placed on each side. In May,,
1861, the Webb seized three Northern vessels off the mouth
of the Mississippi and made prizes of them, sending them
with their cargo into New Orleans. Once the Federal block-
ade was in place, however, her privateering days were over.

Upon the evacuation of New Orleans in 1862, the Webb
was taken up the Red River to avoid capture. In February of
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1863, she descended the river to its juncture with the Missis-
sippi, and in consort with the captured Queen of the West and
two other Confederate vessels, attacked the Union ironclad
Indianola. Ramming the Indianola several times, the Fed-
eral commander was forced 1o run his ship on shore to keep
from sinking and surrendered the ironclad along with its crew
of one hundred men. Afer this action the Webb was taken
back and stationed at Shreveport, La., where she became part
of the Red River Defense Fleet which guarded against Yan-
kee excursions up the river. Now the Webb was about to
embark on her most daring, and last, journey.

Read set out feverishly gelting the Webb ready. In a re-
port to Secretlary Mallory the day before leaving on the ex-
pedition, Read reported that when he took command the Webb
was missing her guns and most of her crew.

Kirby Smith came to his aid and provided, in addition to
small-arms, a thirty pounder Parrott rifle for the bow pivot
and two small twelve pounders for the stern. A rough bulwork
was built around her forecastle to protect her as much as pos-
sible from the sea. She was moved down the river to Alexan-
dria where one hundred ninety bales of cotton were placed
on board. These were stacked around her pilot house and
machinery lo provide some protection against enemy fire.

A one day’s supply of coal, all that could be obtained,
was loaded aboard. Two hundred {ifty tons of pine knots and
a large amount of resin, were hauled on board which, when
added to her fires, would increase her speed. Water and a
month’s rations were placed on board and she was given a
dirty “white-washing” which would make her more difficult
lo see at night. William Biggio and James Kelly were both
made Quartermasters, and the rest of the crew was made up
of volunteers from the Red River Defense Fleel and Army
troops from General E. Kirby Smith’s command.

Meanwhile, the Federal Navy had gotten wind of the
proposed expedition of the Webb and to prevent her escape,
dispaiched the monitor Manhattan and the ironclads Lafayette
and Choctaw to reinforce the gunboats guarding the mouth
of the Red River. Arranging for General Thomas to cut the
telegraph wires along the the Mississippi as far down as
Plaquemine by 8:00pm that evening [evidently, this did not
happen], Read cast off the Webb's lines at 4:00am on the
morning of April 23, 1865, and proceeded down river. About
forty miles below Alexandria, they stopped at Coot’s Land-
ing to take on board two hundred fif; ly cords of wood, and 1o
fasten a thirty-five foot spar torpedo 1o her bow. This was to
be used against one of the blockading ships if it became nec-
essary. Continuing on slowly, Read timed the Webb's speed
50 as o reach the Yankee blockade at the mouth of the Red
River after dark on the 23rd. William Biggio wrote after-
wards:

In front of the Webb, only a Jfew hundred yards dis-
tant, lay the Federal fleet of about six vessels. It was a
little after eight o’ clock in the evening on a starlit night
in April when we first descried the enemy's vessels. All
of our lights were concealed and we were running very
slowly in order not to make much noise. We approached
close enough to distinguish every vessel and were within
five hundred yards of them before they discovered us.
I was at the wheel and we had slowed up the vessel as
much as possible preparatory to making the final run of
the gantlet. The steam in the engines was very high, and
the engineer called to the captain that he couid not stand
it much longer without blowing the vessel up. At this mo-
ment a rocket went up from the Federal fleet, and we
knew that we had been discovered. Captain Read then
velled, ‘Let her go!” and I rang the fast bell. The engi-
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neer threw the throttle wide open, and the Webb fairly leaped and trembled. ‘Keep her O A dnewaine G, §
for the biggest opening between them!" shouted the captain, and I did as commanded. R
By this time every whistle of the fleet was screaming, drums were beating, rockets were
going up, and it seemed as if the very devil was to pay. I kept the Webb straight on her
course, however, headed for the biggest opening, and before a gun was fired we had
passed the blockade and had turned the bend and were making down the Mississippi
River. We had run the gantlet and were now ‘between the devil and the deep blue sea’.
After we had gone down the river some distance the Manhattan fired a few shots, but
did us no harm. Passing out of (the) Red River, and through the very jaws of death, it
was only to encounter new and greater dangers before the Gulf could be reached.

Greater and more serious dangers did indeed still lie ahead!

Leaving behind the Federal monilor Lafayette, which had started in pursuit, the Webb's
speed was slackened and she steamed along easily with the current. The Federals had sta-
tioned gunboats in the Mississippi about every five miles and these all had 1o be passed.
During the remainder of the night, the challenge from these gunboats was met with signal
lamps. As they would signal the Webb inquiring as to “What ship goes there”?, Kelly would
signal them back with something they couldn’t understand, but by the time the Yankees
figured it out, the Webb was gone! When daylight came, the same ruse was practiced using
signal flags. Read’s plan was to attempt to pass the forts below New Orleans at night which
would mean passing the city while it was still daylight. Several times, Read sent a boat
ashore and had the telegraph wires cut. Unfortunately, and unknown to Read, a message had
been flashed to New Orleans just minutes before the wires went down that the Webb had
passed the blockade at the mouth of the Red River. Thus the Yankees had about a three atorcrdy b
hours notice that the Webb was coming. One problem for them, however, was that since she I»W'\;oxxg?ﬁ’ﬁ\ "{\‘u o F R
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passed the blockade at night, they really did not know what she looked like. TN W)
On nearing New Orleans, Read hoisted the Unjon ensign at half-mast as a ruse. [Presi- o ; A
dent Lincoln had been assassinated only a few days earlier.] He then had his crew don blue b /ﬁ"»ﬁgj‘%‘”* Ao
liederal overcoalts over their Confederate uniforms and instructed them to sit casually on HPRN N ? ol
deck and smoke their pipes or play cards. While the Federal fleet was alerted that the Webb l:\ \ RN e (‘3\3‘\-“"\- R
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was coming they were looking for something that resembled the Virginia or Arkansas not
the innocent looking “army” transport loaded with troops and cotton thal was steaming
through their midst. By 1:00pm on the 24th, the Webb had passed most of the fleet lying
north of the city. It was beginning to look as though their deception would take them all the
way to the Gulf.

As they entered the harbor of New Orleans, the Webb passed within a stone’s throw of
the Federal twenty-four gun sloop, Lackawanna. Suddenly, the pilot of the Federal ship, an
old stcamboat man from New Orleans, recognized the Webb and informed his captain. Or-
ders were shouted and in an instant one of the Lackawanna’s guns fired. The shot struck the
Webb abreast of the forehalch and passed clean through, four feet from the water line with-
out exploding. Read shouted for Kelly to haul down the false colors and hoist the Confeder-
ate flag. This time, with pine knots and resin burning fiercely in the furnace, the giant paddle
wheels pounded the Webb forward at over twenty-five knots. The Lackawanna fired again.
The shot was aimed at the pilot house, but struck a bale of cotton and glanced upward
passing over the top. A third shot went through the funnel guywires but did no damage.
Because the Webb was now runnisg abreast of the docks in downtown New Orleans, the
I'ederal could not fire for fear of hitting their own ships or innocent people who were lining
the streets and the levee to watch. The excitement among the citizens thronging the water-
front was intense. Many were waving their hats and cheering the Webb on. After all these
long years of occupation, right before their very eyes, a Confederate warship with their
nation’s sacred banner snapping in the brecze was brazenly stcaming right through the midst
of the hated Yankees. The frenzy spread like fire. Rumor had it that the vessel contained the
gold and silver of the Confederate Treasury; that President Davis and General E. Kirby
Smith were on board; and that John Wilkes Booth was at the wheel!

‘Thousands waiched in astonished pride as the Webb flew by New Orleans on that bright
Tuesday afternoon. Her torpedo boom was hauled up at right angles to the bow. Every man
was at his station, and the engines, under a full head of steam, were working perfectly. Giant
rooster lails of spray trailed behind her spinning paddle wheels. The Webb’s pointed bow
parted the muddy Mississippi waters sending white plumes of spray flying far out to either
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side. High above from her highest peak, streaming out for
friend and foe to see, was that beautiful red and white en-
sign, that sacred Stainless Banner which was the symbol of
the South’s hope for freedom. Anchored in the harbor was a
French man-of-war. Speeding past, Read dipped his flag, the
Frenchman returned the salute. As the Webb ncared a Fed-
eral ship anchored near the main channel Read, thinking it
was the Federal gunboat Hartford, ordered the torpedo low-
ered. When it came down, the spar snapped and the torpedo
swung dangerously around threatening to strike the Webb.
Orders were shouted and axes flashed in the afternoon sun,
cutting the lines and allowing the torpedo to sink to the bot-
tom. It was just as well, for the “gunboal” was the Fearnaught,
a Federal ordnance ship filled with over three hundred bar-
rels of gun powder, and if she had been struck by the Webb,
both vessels would have been blown out of the water!

With New Orleans quickly receding in the background,
the Webb raced on, but Read now knew that all the Federal
forces were alerted. The warships and the guns of the forts
would all be waiting. If only they had cut the telegraph wires
sooner! Looking back he could see the Federal steamer Hol-
Iyhock trying to caich him. The Hollyhock was a low-bar
tow boat much like the Webb and almost as fast. Read knew
he had to stay ahead of her. Twenty-five miles south of the
city, with only a few more miles before the forts and then the
open sea, they rounded a bend in the river, only to find the
Federal sloop Richmond with twenty-four guns blocking the
channel. The Webb was slowed and Read called his officers
together in front of the pilot house. The narrow channel meant
they would have to pass immediately under the guns of the
Richmond. The forts below her were now alerted, and the

lollyhock was fast approaching from the north. With sad-
dened hearts, the officers all agreed that their luck had in-
deed run out. Read ordered Biggio, who was still at the wheel,
to run the Webb ashore. Turning to port, Biggio headed for
the east bank of the river and struck bottom about fifty yards
out. Life lines were thrown over the bow and a boal was

lowered. 1he crew was ordered to make their way to shore
as best they could. Meanwhile, Read had ordered the gunner
to start a fire near the magazine. Once assured that the Webb
was burning, Read joined his crew on the river bank. Divid-
ing his men into three groups, they moved inland through
the swamps far enough to be out of sight but lingered close
enough to still see the Webb.

Soon the Hollyhock hove 1o beside the burnin g Webb and
attempted to put out the flames with her fire hoses. With the
fire burning so fiercely, however, this was soon deemed im-
possible, and she backed away. After a few more minutes,
with a blinding flash, the Webb exploded. Not wanting to fall
into the hands of the Yankee cavalry patrolling the area, but
preferring to surrender to the U.S. N avy, Read and his offic-
ers, along with some crew members, returned 1o the river
bank and hailed the Hollyhock. Sending a boat, they were
received on board the Hollyhock as prisoners of war. The
rest of the Webb's crew were captured the following day by
Union cavalry. Conveyed to New Orleans, Read and his crew
were marched through the streets of the city like wild ani-
mals. Much to the chagrin of the escorting Yankees, how-
ever, the people lined the streets and cheered, ladies waved
their handkerchiefs and threw flowers in their path. Lieuten-
ant Read, along with some of his officers, was put on board
the Federal steamer Florida which soon set sail for New York.
Arriving there on May 6th, he was later taken to Fort Warren
in Boston Harbor where he was imprisoned. Finally, on July
24, 1865, Lieutenant Read was granted his parole and al-
lowed to return home.

Aflter the war, Charles Read became a steamboat pilotin
New Orleans guiding merchant ships to and from the Gulf,
Many times he must have passed that spot along the river
bank where the remains of the Webb lay. As he glided past in
his nameless merchant vessel, his thoughts must have drifted
back to that sunny Tuesday afternoon in April of 1865, when
he almost made it! ...Yes, if only those telegraph wires had
been cut a little sooner!

Confederate Veteran
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