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The Traitor Of Arnhem-4

King Kong Escapes
Fate Through

A Woman’s Love
WHAT HAS
By Ceol. Oreste Pimte

The story of Christian Lindemans, the Dutch
traitor, who sold the Germans one of the most vital
secreti of the Second World War, is approaching its
bizarre end. Lindemans has heen hotrayad hy
another spy to Col. Pinto, head of the Dutch
Counter-Espionage Service, and made o full con-
fession. Within the grim wolls of Scheveningen
Prisen he awaits his trial ond (o3 it seems) cerbain

exgcution.

HHAD been seriously il

that Chrstmas. Tn Joane

of VS T reported baek Tor
luty, saw King homg agam

He was still in Breda 1

walting, He had pone shghtly |

thinner. His hair was notice-|

ably preving He lnoked at me|
quietiy

“Bir, when 1T met you in Ant-
werp for the first time and
lnoked inta vour eves T knew it
war the bheginning of the end
for me " he srid.

“Bo did I, Lindemana” T re-|
plied coldly. On my orders he
wae mnved tn Lhe gresl prison
in  Beheveninger,, nesr The
Hamue. into the grim. dreadful
block of dungenns called “The
Hotel of Orenge.”

In a Tew months he melted;

fifully All  his hulk.lnsl

ravado went, He had sustaine |
himself through his lile by the!
pdnration of women, the wor-|
ship of romrades. who Usought |
him a fine. brave fellow [

Now, surrounded bv Dutch/
gaolers who knew him for what |
he waa, Lindemans broke down

He hardly ate. His bonea pro-

truded where once those great
wads of muscle had stirred. |

Enees and elbow: became
faeged bes thal stuck out of
his clothing. He looked like a

large grev discarded garment
flapping on a barbed -wire fence

When 1 walked Into hin cell
he lav huddied under s coarse
eret blanket, his e whul,
Then I spoke to him. He started
ip, even protruding, Aung him-
zelf ugn the jron floor at my

#

foet wepl A froth llke
shavine. mman  hobhles enillad
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feet. He wept'! A froth like
shaving =oap bubhles spilled
from his Yos and neetrils
“I= there no mercv?” he
whispered,
na idd
come

“1I there s merev.” 1
quietlyv, “It would not
from me. Lindemans It would
Irom a court of justice™

I went back to my office, now
with the Duteh Counter-Intalli-
eence. ] proposed to submit
the Lindemans doruments with
an urgent request for his trial |

The Lindemans file was kept |
in the gnarded record room at
Intelligence HQ with ather im-
partant documents The whole
building waz rurrounded by B
security cordon

Yel. when 1 went io met Ihtl
vital file T foundd & blank space
om the shell. Even [rom the
record index the name of Linde-|
mana had been completely ex-
puneed. i

The entire nfficial dassier on
Lindemans had disappeared’

Trial Delayed
S appearance of the Chris-

O far a8 T WRs concerned.
t‘an Lindemana’ dossier from

the Ales of Headguarters
Counter-Intelligence waz  in-
soluble.

The Al had vanished — 1

never set #ves on it again. |
WhR
i‘-’flwrﬂ:‘.m waS apparent]ly tak-

Meanwhile Lindemans
1_1;in1=ﬁin a cell of the great, red-
wal

prison al &cheveningen. NG

For two years, due
delay
mans awnited trial,

1 wantied this trial to take
place. =0 that Lindemans—
whom so many Dutch youths
and girls had worshipped as
“The Srariel Pimpernel of Hol- |

| the

the mvstery of the dis-|

to ane|
after another, Linde-

and girls had worshipped as
“The Scarlel Pimperne] of Hol- |

land”"—might be publicly ac-

rused of betruving to the Nazis
the top-secret plans of "Oper-|
ation Market Garden” — the

air mvasion of Arnhem. |

But in the middle of my
search for the Lindemans File
1 was ﬂ}tﬂﬂ]u ﬁutyl h‘-n Ger-
many, officially there was
nn m!;:urr 1 could do about Linde-

mMANSs

He continued fto :;'i’t H'E
Bcheveningen Prizon,
mud stayed unstirred for s little
while longer.

Then one morming In My
of 1946, articles began {0 re-
appear in the British and Con-
tinental newspapers, demand-
ing o know what had hap-

to the “Dutch officer
who had betrayed Armhem.”
and “the officer who had been
imprisonsd in the Tower of
London ™

Dutch Government! officials,
anxious as anvbody to clear up
situantion. ansrwered this
newspaper agitation in the only
way they could—by promptly
fixing the date for his trial;—

“Christian Lindemans will
answer charges of Lreason
before & B Tribunal s
assemble nl the end of June.
1948,

But behind the blank, win-
dowless red wall of Schevenin-
gen Prison, ab unexpectad de-

pince.
The =zpy Christian Linde-

mans was having his last love
affair!

S

' ﬂ!f-- ?

-
1
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MEN were nof a l'j-ﬂ'l"l:ﬂj"l

in Lindemanas®  px-|

perience. At the height
of his reputation. when he was
a xix-foot glant of a man weigh-
ing 18 stome of hard-trained
muscle, he had deserved his
nickname of "“"King EKong"
among the Resistance Aghters
He had az many girls as there
were davs in the vear

The first time I had seen Lin- |
demans he was surrounded
like a Alm star by girls. Two
years of prison had not im-
proved his sensusl handsome-
ness I had walched him grow
thin and morose. His bones pro- |
truded. Nevertheless, there must
apparentls have burmcd some
remaining vital ember of virtle
appeal in his gaunt  wrecked
bhody

For il was one of Lhe reti-
cenl, eoldly efficient Nelther-
lands norer< atliached (o the

risen hospital. whn (= in
ve with bim, ai the last!

1 should rn,ﬂ.un thnt women
nurses were ool usually  found
in prison hosplials of Holland,
T anywhere else

But Srclisveningen Prison —
perhaps the lacges: i the Ne-
therlands—had been used lor
vears by ihe Nags during their
oerupation, o bold politieal pri-
SONeTS It was equipped with
ioriure ronms sands of
Haolland's meast valiant
had been taken by the

lo Scheveningen o
until they confemsed.

Some of these patriots were |

Irints
rstapo

behmtzn|

still there, In & RECiI“:Ir:
egul prison 1. toal
il to be moven. After Nazls |

had been driven back, leaving |

lheir fllthy damage behi
ihem, Scheven became
almost more of & hospital than

A H;ﬂ
ere was only one formid-
able wing in Scheveningen that
stli] held the suspected traltors, |
Nazi collnborationists. looters.
spirs. Among these was Linde-

mans
Yet since his caplure he had
lest weight rapidly. Prison doec-
tars, realising he had once had
a bullet through hiz lung, sus-
pected tubercilosis He was re-
moved for & tme from his
stark cell with = stome walla
ind bare foor to the locked wing |
of the prison hospital, for tests
and treslment. |

Escape Plan
must have been during this|
irestment that he mel the

nurse They found some
way ol contscting each other|

and becom int;!mgtﬂthnut
the knowl prison
puthorities, It may have been

that he had known her before
he wias arrested 1 do mti

e Han T smas el tRass e

National Library of Australia

! while the nurse

ERAMNE VR LENERE  FRETAs YT mR  mmms  mewmm w

he was arrested 1 do not
know, for 1 was not there in
Beheveningen when the amar-
ing “romance” ook ce be-
hind penitentiary !

It was a4 “romance” Lhat
might have made a great dif-
ference o the story of “King
Kong,” might even have given
it m 'n‘r; different ending to
the one Faie was eventually to
wTite

For, accarding Lo what was
inter {odd, 1 mushed 2 dar
ing lnst threw of the dice by
the spyv. & lasi bid to evade
the reiribution thal be maw
cloaing in on him.

fsed by the nurse, an

pe WAL
and tried, The
el it ve bean & cool
worker, for as far ns could be
fiscoversd none of the hos-

pital pguards ever suspected
what she was really up to
‘Lindemans, it will be realised,

was being kept In o prison hoa-
tal room, with sound locks on
ts door and heavy bars al its
rmall window. The escape plan
was not o very compliceted one,
The chief thing it involved was
fhe actual fing out of that
locked and barred room. And
the simplest way to fresdom
lay through the window.
ich meant, of course,
that the bars would have to
pe removed. Very well. That
was the task the nurse set her-
waif
S
L -] |' }1‘ -'

HE had an accomplice. He|

was anocther prisaner,

whose wdentity was masked
kname

under the nic of "The

mmﬁv seTving a sentence for

through the efforts of the nurse |

waz given the job of a l.'IEI.rllnl'll,I

orderlv for sick prisoners like
Lindemans.

Somehow or other—and Lhe
“how' was never
satiafactorily explained — the
nurse managed lo get & steel-
cutting file emuggled in.

with thin she started to I..ll:'l[t'
the stoul bars of King Kongs|
! | mans with the B0 tablets,

isom.
l:WIL must have been slow work.
Omly a litthe could ba done each
day, or ht., But there was
“The Binging Rat” to help, to
take his tum up at the window

(o a
ready suplanation should it De-

come TNeCessary,
Al lasd the bars were sawn

He waa & | Lindemans and taken a similar

a not-too-seriots offence, and| "umber hersell

I
alterwards: 1o name of
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| would complete the severance
| and leave a bar-lem paleway
| in fresdom,

There was now A second part
of the plan that had to be
fixed The room in which “King |
| Kong" lav wes a good distance|
| from the ground Gome ny|
had ta he found of lowering
ihim muhh]tl uh:d mmbledi
through the lttle window.

Thiz waz where “The Binging |
Rat” came In again  On the|
night chosen for the escape
A rubber hose-plpe was, in ap-

nt carelessnenss, left hang-
ng out of a storercom window
quile close to the window of
Lindemans’ room.

And it was down this hose-
pipe that Lindemans, in the
darkness, slithered and
scrambled to the ground when
the moment came.

But his luck was dead out.
He made too much noize. He
could not help making too
much noise, and patrolling

ithin & matter
Lindemans was
bars again.

Suicide Poct

TE wazs now ready to
write the final lines in the
dramnatic story of Christian
Lindemans The date of his trial
had been fixed. But two days
before that day dewned he was
found lving dead upon the mat-

i tress of his prison bed.

His body was neariy cold, The

| nurse was found Ijringh:mcm-
WA

scious mcroms him., ]

rushed tn the operating thealre,
stong antidotes to polson were
apphied She recovered, the offi-
cial report states. enough to
confess that she had adminis-
tereed B0 headsche tablets Lo

It was to have been a sulcide

1.

T“mﬂm death of Lindemans was
mentinned  briefly in various
DRSNS

was not able to discover
the nurse, nor
have my investigations since
brought it te light, I do not
know I she was brought for
trimi far her share in the suicide
pact and for supplying Linde-

Nor do T know what became
nf the traitor Cornelis Verloop,
the men nicknamed “Satan

| Face” whose confessions 10 me

had been my first proof that

through. Nei rl:lntllr-f-
{ had ta appear in-
t::tt?:,lnytllﬂlm
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lindemans, the irsitor of Arn-
hem. a1 the vime of his im-

prisonnient,
Lindemans was a paid spyv of
the Nazis and had betrayed
Arnhem to (hem.

Verloop may be alive today.
(f anything about the fate of
Verloop or the anonymous nurse
has ever been published it has|
sscaped my n . This is pos-

sible, te the very deep in-
me in the case. as [
was stationed In Germany atf|
the time. searching for caches|
of loot stowed by Nazl leaders. |
and. incidentally, dealing lﬂthi
& sl Interesting murder case
—but that i» another story
For this teasonn T have had
0 take my facts about the
tircumatances of Lindemans’
?hu:h from the unlﬂ:dl #nlrm
Al A NuUrs: =m
ta him in Echtmﬂ:gm prg:n
[ must confess this has often
nrg.n- lrm.- food for thought.
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