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GRIM STORY OF JAPANESE SAVAGERY

__IN ISLANDS |
Murder, Cannibalism

“The Mercury” Special Service

'C ANBERRA, Mon. — Murder, rape, caunlballsm, in-
describable bestiality and hruldlltv—-theae were
only some of the shocking crimes perpetrated by the
Japanese against Australian and US soldiers, miss-
ionaries and natives in the islands north of Australia
early in 1942.

The grim story is told in detail for the first time in the
report, released today, of Sir William Webb, Chief Justice of
Queensland who, on behalf of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, visited the islands recently and obtained first-hand evi-

dence of the enemy’s revolting war crimes.
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“Japan,” he says, “was win- buldiers
ming victaries which preceded
the fall of Singapore, including
the capture of Rabaul on Jan.
22, 1942. when tha terribls mas-
sacre of Australians and civil-
ians took place at the Tol and
Waitavale plantations at Wide
Bay in New Britain on Feb. 4,
1942, when two badly wounded
Australians ware Il"blr‘llllf
burned alive in & hut.

"Her armises were still winning
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AWOra= or ppavioners,

It mav he Lhat thesa natlve
wWaOnern wera first ravished to
dealh and then mutilated by Aenda
whosa curnal desgires dsath had
frustrated.

“The Japaness atrocitiss wers
at tha flood until their armies
met defeat. Since then they ap-
pear to have receded.”

SIR WILLIAM WEBB
Described the Japs as fiends.

.""l.\'hen At Tarawa 21 Ansira-
lian, New Zealand, and Hritiah |
civil mervants were tied to trees
and then 'after a dav or two had
daprene=e  troops  let loosa on
them®; and
. “When at Sialamaoa a natlve
against whom no offence was
proved was handed over Lo a Jap-
anese surgeon for ‘medical ex:
jrerimments,’

“The Japaness armies wers
still advancing across the Owen
Stanley Rangs and at Milne Bay
when  Australian soldiers and
natives wera tied up, torturad,
used for bayonet practice, and
finally murdered;

“When bavonets were driven
inti the porteviora of men and el
there:

“When havenels weare driven
into white femnale Anglcan mis-
slonarvies at Joapindetla;

“"When a party of nine peraons.
including twa white female Angli-
van miszionaries, two white male
Anglivan priests and a young
woman and a child of six were
decapitated or bavoneted or shot
al Bunsa beach:

“"When nativae women were
staked to the ground for raping
and, afller being raped, probably
sy peores of Jupaners soldiers.
had their breasta cot off and their

private  parts  ripped open with
swords or bavonets,

“It mav he Lhat thesa natlve
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