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THE WAR ALONG OUR
COASTLINE

Progtrated im the stiempd o
approanh Australian erritory in
forre by her ipse of the Cora| Ses
battla, Japan is resorling to
harrving tacfica agmsinst our poria
and shipping, Swgday night's’
raid on Sydney Hevrbour which
ended dizgastrously for the four)
amal! submarines oconcerned,
has been followed by news of
attacks on three vessels ai seq |
two of them oniv 35 milen east
nt Svdney and the other 125 mileg
aovih, Thua the war moves
down from the north and north-
ramt, right Lo owur great cenires.
of populadon and among our
coastwise trade. ‘Thess forays!
nnderline afragh the dariog and’
resourcefiiness of the Japanese
i fighisrs. Tt was no mean (eat
tn gel 8 group of midget sub-
marinas, unseen. Into position to
entar Bydney Heada, and the!
merificial eourage of their erews,
whore chances nf purvive) ware '
tennnus, eompels admiration.
Pailure will not deler so persis- |
ismt an enemy f(rom trying
again and henceforth we must'
be unzisepingly on guard against '
anrprise attacks, borh from the
air and bv anrface or mnderwaier
raiders. Wa, bowever. can give
ax well ag rake submarine blows. |
Against bar slight suecemss ln our
waters Japan must sel to-dav the
pagpering loss of thres large
sieamers, meluding a2  laden
transport. and the severs damage
done b a foorth vessasi-a
rrippling stroke ®n her shipping .
resapuress W the lsland region,

National Library of Australia

Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), Friday 5 June 1942, page 4

SO SULIAME s ssann wsespegessswm
respurees W the lsland region,
The final remedy for the Japa-
ness ralder mensee i the des-:
truetion or caplure of Lhe buses
from which Lhese porliss ere
being orgmnised, The bullding
np af the forces necesmary lor
peh operations takes time. and
ws must eouni ourselves [for-
tunate that, If the dav for
torning te the offensive ia sl
dimiani. Japan’®s own Aggresaive’
advance has besn roughly halied |
General Tojn bomsied lnat week |
that ax a result of the Coral Sea
hattlsa.  nothing now  siood
hatwesn Auvsiralia snd the on-’
slanght of the Japanese 1 this’
were 3o the “onzlaught™ would
not. hawe been confined ‘o minor |
submarine thrusta. The wuth,
's that, ap tha Prime Minister
toid Parliament yesrerday, the
Allirs prored a signe! succeas
against the snemv fleer, which
reirested northwards and has
made na atiempt 10 refume i3
mission. ‘To thiz sevare repuise
haz hean added the feilure of
the Japanese to regain the,
seris] ascendancy which Lhey!
eninved until they raached New
Britain end sastern New Guined
Mr. Curtin reportad that the sir|
fighting In the north had shown
“g definite balance In our
fevour © but he was earniul o
insim that thsa maintenance of
nffensive action demanded &
continuous mpply of sirerafy
The Prime Minister's review of
Anstralia's defensive position was
soherly encouraging It  the
snemy i8 aull in  fermidable
strenath, and ia thrusting explo-
rainry fingers aouthwards along
pur mainland coast, we now have
gtrong lorees with which o meel
anv attempt al invasion. For|
the support which the Uniied
Stales has seni, and ls sending
Auatralians can never be suffi-
eientiv gratetul, and Mr. Curtins
tribute to the bearing of ibe
Amerviean foress in our midst
war richly deserved No phssage
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war richly deserved No phssage
of his apeech was more weleome
than that in which he announced
that. in eonformity with Mr.
Churehnill’s earlier assurances,
promises of material British nid
tn Australia had been made fol- .
Iswing Dr. Evatr's mission (o
London Mr. Curtin described
this assistance 83 “a practieal’
gesture of great significance 1o
the Australian people” What ia
nn less gratifving iz that the
last vestigea of misunderstand-
ing between London and Can-
herrs arising from the period of
disssier in the Paeific, have dis-
sppeared. Thal period lizelf
may nnt sntirely have gnded, bml
we ean face the fulure with a
resolute confidence based on our
nwn expanding War preparstions
and the packing of powerful
frisnds,
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