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With only 15 minutes to go as president, Joe Biden snatched infamy from the jaws of obscurity.  

With record-low polling and widely viewed as a “failed” president, Biden completed his one-

man race to the bottom of ethics by issuing preemptive pardons to members of his own family.  

The pardons were timed to guarantee that the media would not focus on yet another unethical act 

by this president. He need not have worried. For four years, the media worked tirelessly to deny 

or deflect the corruption scandal surrounding the Biden family.   

The pardoning of James Biden, Sara Jones Biden, Valerie Biden Owens, John Owens and 

Francis Biden brought an inescapable clarity to the corruption of what is known in Washington 

as Biden Inc. 

I have written about the Biden family’s corruption for decades. Influence-peddling has always 

been the favorite form of corruption in Washington, but this city has never seen the likes of the 

Biden family. Millions of dollars were secured from foreign sources and distributed to various 

Biden family members. 

Biden repeatedly lied about the influence peddling. He long denied knowing about his son’s 

foreign clients or business. He denied ever meeting Hunter’s clients. Later, photos and emails 

showed that Biden had clearly met these clients and knew about the business deals. He was fully 

aware that his family was cashing in on his name and various offices. 

Even Biden’s claims about handling the Trump cases were recently contradicted. While long 

claiming that he left these cases to the Justice Department and took no position on the merits, the 

Washington Post recently reported that Biden was irate over the failure to prosecute Trump 

before the election. He also reportedly lashed out at Attorney General Merrick Garland and said 

he regretted his appointment in light of the failure to nail Trump. 

One of the most glaring lies was that he would never pardon his son. Few people believed him. 

Indeed, Hunter Biden’s bizarre criminal defense made no sense unless he knew that he had a 

pocket pardon if all else failed. 

Once he was forced out of the presidential race, Biden was freed up to sign a pardon for any and 

all crimes committed over a ten-year period by his son. He insisted that he really hadn’t been 

lying. He claimed that no ordinary person would have been tried for his son’s crimes — a 

manifestly untrue statement. He also emphasized that he had to take this step as a father of a son 

who was a hopeless addict and has now been clean for years. 

https://thehill.com/people/joe-biden/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/most-americans-rate-biden-failed-fair-president-new-poll
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/12/28/bidens-lonely-battle-to-sell-american-democracy/


However, the latest family pardon shatters even that rationalization. These Bidens are not even 

charged with any crimes, but Biden wanted to give them cover from any possible prosecution for 

anything. It was the ultimate sign of contempt for the intelligence of the American public and the 

integrity of his office.  

Biden has long exercised situational ethics and, with his powers coming to an end, the situation 

demanded that he cash out before his credit ended. In granting these pardons, Biden was seeking 

to protect not just his family but also himself. He was the object of the influence peddling and 

repeatedly lied to bury the scandal. This insulation of his family serves to move the threat farther 

from himself. 

Biden, however, may have been too clever by half this time. In the final moments of his 

presidency, He broke into the open and exposed not just himself but his allies in the media. 

Reporters are now fully visible as willing dupes in one of the greatest corruption scandals in the 

history of this country.  

In his pardon statement, Biden insisted that “the issuance of these pardons should not be 

mistaken as an acknowledgment that any individual engaged in any wrongdoing, nor should 

acceptance be misconstrued as an admission of guilt for any offense.” Of course, that is the very 

opposite of what most people will conclude. More importantly, the pardons will not end the 

threat to his family. 

Figures such as James Biden have been accused of lying to Congress about the influence-

peddling operation. He can still be subpoenaed and, if he lies, he can be charged with a new 

crime. 

Indeed, after James Biden’s pardon, it will be argued that he has less basis to claim the right to 

remain silent about any alleged crimes committed during the period for which the pardon 

applies. (He could argue that there is a danger of state charges, but that is less credible due to the 

running of statutes of limitation and other factors.) 

The pardons, if anything, make such an investigation even more compelling for those who want 

answers to longstanding questions of corruption. 

Biden sealed his legacy with a finality that escapes most presidents. While his diminished mental 

capacity will remain an issue for historians, his longstanding lack of ethics was conclusively 

established with these pardons. It was Biden’s final act of corruption.  

For a president who liked to call others “lying dog-faced pony soldiers,” Biden proved that, in 

the world of political corruption, the ponies are entirely optional.  
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