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We commenced this story with @ beautiful empty tomb
in the King's dale,, Let us now th for a moment concern-
ing the vacant tomb in Joseph' ~ The first tomb
speaks of wrecked ambition, but, the second speaks of
olo ' The first speaks of one who sought to
exhalt himself, and the second of one who humbled himself .

Again and again the lMaster had need to rebuke his
disciples for self-seeking spirit. When he was asked
who is grreatest in the kingdom of heaven, he sat in the
midst of them a xiﬁilihf%%%%o and said, whosoever shall

humble himself as this e child, the same is the
greatibes. '

This same spirit was present at the institution of

the Lﬁrd'g Supper, There was strife among them as to who
was the greatest. It i s a sad sight when within a family

group there is such selfishmess.

Matt, 20:26-28 presents the story of a mot who
made a petition to Jesus for one son to géit sit on his
right hand, the other on his left, ~Jesus did not condemn
the spirit of ambition, but he pointed out what would
make a person truly great. It is proper that people should
have ambition, and this mother, grasping for power, perhaps
in her request was really being selfish.

Selfishness causes sin and sorrow and disturbance.
The request of these sons had no regard for other people's
rightsynlOnly thinking of self, this was largely the sin
comnitted in the garden of FEden, and also by Cain.

Christianity is always ungelfishness., The ®on of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, It
is not the talents one has that makes him great, however
brilliant,--it is not shining sodial qualities, it is nop
the accumalation of wealth. This is not Cod's standard of

measuring. All power is to be used in ministergdg to'
others. Paul said, "I am debtor both to the Treeks and

to ghe barbarians., loses and Abraham and all of the

great men of the Bible, are spoken of as servants, 'Man's
unselfish service exhalts him, but selfishness is despised
and rejected.
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Intro: All k mba_and shrines have been erected.

Across | r from Washington, D. C., stands
: 'a magnif mple, erected by Masons in memory of Ceorge
|*  wWashington. This ooﬁﬁﬂ!y is literally covered with monu-

mentd and statues, memoralizing individuals.

. Aﬁggggl‘_!l.. is a 1little monument, or marker, whick
‘signifies the rosting place of Lottie Moon. ;

On the blt*%’!iold of Baratoga stands a great mon-
ument, memorial, Arou e Dase are bronze generals who
comnanded there during the American revolution. In the firs
niche stands Oates, in the second Schuyler, in the third,
Morgan, in the fourth, it stands empty. The‘aoldar who
won fame, forfeited his right to be remembered. Below
the empty spot is a name. And you might see this young
officer leading in the battle of Quebec and charging the
British line, and yet see him on thé Hudson making a bar-
gain with Satan., Then go to London and find an old man
dying, friendless, homesless, and Codless,--Benedict Arnold
a hero and a traitor.

H i er beautiful, unoccupied, monument.

As we consider Absalom.

I, Why was this tomb builtk

1. Out of a natural desire to be remembered. If we
know the large amount of space is given to the life and
conduct of Absalom, this is in order t:atageg miﬁgtaiiaan
of these bold characters. This was natur or Absalom,
perhaps the same desire that all people have. W + (rra
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i1,2.10 preserve self.
Some seem to think it was erected following the

death of his, three children in infancy and probably their
mother also. Lt is

It is dangerous to let our purpose be gelf, Absalom
had a definﬁe%iﬁWﬂWmua in life
and remembered in his death. But'fﬁia tomb was never oc-
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No _young person sho
ing the highest ambitions.
the highest places in this nation Bhould not be oceupi
by young people out. of this congregation.
their aim as high as possible. ' .

self. and the costly pillar was erected. lien of high
quality and highly gifted climb to great heights. The
main ambition that we should have is to rear a character
which would be worthy of men's trust. People are ruined
because of selfish aim. So there stands.a pile of stones
in the woods of Ephraim.
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II. Why was this tomb vacant? |

1. A lost feeline of«sonshig
Absalom was destitute of any feeling whatsoever

of his obligation to his parents. He did not honor his

father or his mother, but went against his father in taking
Thus we see again the promise of God, being true
and sure concerning the commandmentf to honor his father anq

up arms.

mother.

-

Coi A peryersion of talent. s
e use 8 eloguence and every faculty of his
nature in scheming and in dark plans. He resolved to get

rid of all authority. His royal father must be dethroned.
For a while it seemed that he was succeeding. -

The great misfortune of hany a life has been the
want of a aim. Absalom possessed—batent and gifts but

he had no well define jective., A real purpose in life
stirs ones talents and martials all of his powers,

Thousands are drifting aimlessly.. ‘hen high purpose takes

possession of a man, he has real defense apainst evil habite

There s no reason why “::d of
They should ulk%

Absalom treated everyi ~—even his own father, as a
means to af end, His aim was to glorigy and exhalt him-

g

which.waste his powers.

. Such a purpose enables a.man to endure hardness and

cheers him on to sacrifices. Napoleon is a noble model,as

a student in the military school, he gave himself to studies

He separated himself mfrom those companions whose habits
interfered with his purpose.

. started out as a young man with the object of making enc

could wait, When the day
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He was first of all not r.v‘r‘ﬁb._ﬂ,

He wgs ambitious still, a great place in life, by
or ac . He had no guoe
self. Eﬁ,?gis the ghief example of a man, )
thought of reverence, He is described as a pr
Nothing was sacred to him,--not even his
His appetite was above all else, =~ =

o

W
i

Absalom had 0o ;evg;gg%n %’.
rights and their feelings and their Bufferings, he
unconcerned., ' +
Absalom broke the FAYA¢ heart of his fat
drove him from his capital,,.cast a whole nation
fear of civil war. ) y (e
Had no respect for anything except his qux
ings and his own desires. We will see later that in
woods, there was none to comfort him or give a farews:
message,-~he was the loneliest man in all the world.
is like g coffin,--room for h and no one else. He
wanted to claim both worlds as his empire. How differt
it would have been if he had.had a little bit of religion
and had tried to seek first the kingdom of Cods glns

l“Q’

Rogef Babson told about one of his friends, who

money to retire and then to spend the rest of his life i1
leisure, He started at the bottom, worked hard,; soon be-=
came an important executive of his company. He married,
and finally the day came when he had enough money so that
he and his wife could retire., The couple planned a trip
to Furope and intended to be gone 2 years, but 6 months
later they returned home. The friend told Dr. Babson what
had happened.’ I've spent my best years exclusively in
making money. I cannot be charged with dishonesty, but
L've left the better things of life entirely out. Ifve

, fiiends, such thi “thought
of retirement finally came, I

discovered that I could enjoy riches alone, and Iaam sadly
disappointed,! ‘ '




narvelous spirit, spent much of his

ime go lys and lanes with groups of ragged
mumn elinging to ‘him, an he nthu-od him to train for
W” benefit, ':_-;‘4' g

e whowestied Wibh peobless of his day, ves
fl wll%'hu life, ' mvuo to a8t seotion of
his community that he might M for them Gol's workt and

pray for them.
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The celebratod p!.ﬂ‘bw. was designated
as a member of the hangdng o exhibition at the
royal academy, All of the wall space had been assigned and
-1t was discovered that a painting submitted by an unknown
~ artlist had been overlooked, M, Turner insisted that the
picture be shown, bul the members of the committee were
unwillingly to make the necessary adjustment. Mr. Turner
wailted until his committee had left the gallery. He then
moved one of his beautiful paintings and in its place hung
i the picture that had been overlooked. This was just the
| opposite of Absalom's spirit.

In the cemetery in Savahanna, CGa., there is a monument
which reads, "IF, Ceorge L. Touchton, 1884=1949. He

longest lives, who most to others givés, himself forgetting‘{
This beautifvl monument witnesses to the affoct:lon of a |
belovedy/; y

: strong and ah! so patien
e lower, while I whi

Pranches always streoc ——Absalom
from the limb of an Oak tree, $ain
aﬂ)?urM
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He was cast into a great pit.How different from the
way Absalom had planned. He planned that his death had

i a great parade and speeches. But he is cast like a dead
! dog into a pit in the forest, that is coverdd with stones,
. there is no one %b monmrn his passing except his broken
hearted father., Instead of a monument, we have a great

heap ofh:t.opes. oo T oy _%u_,vm.(.v “ '47‘-»‘“




