o
long before he will. see himself, as he is brought in contéct
with Christ,

You mwwmg@d it is

though P
as though you wrote in water,--no stain or Wt

But bring your paper in front of a gse s and silently but

certainly, all that has been written will be seen. You let a

Zian_come ;ntg thé

preés himself, Le

rasence of Chris

and there he will ex-
£, and

all that is in his nat e will be easﬂx recogn;gg o What a

man is in the@eeg:est dggglof his belng gets itself expressed :

whgn he comes close to the son of God in faith, It was so here

in Jerusalem, Jchmiﬁ himself to them because he
¢ 1ity of disarimindis oo o0
/éot eveggnez that saith unto mél

Lord, Lord $hall-oiber into the kingdon of heaven, but he that

doeth the will of my father wihich is in heaven,

Mzﬁy brought/l\itt;; Wetau il greﬂ to him, and the
dww but Jesus rebuked not 'those

who brought them but those who would exclude them, And he

Once apai

rebuked them for their action, saying, "Forbid them noty" |

@

name and we rebiked him,"

Once again, Mig castin

out devils in thy;
"Rebuke Wim Nob." Said Jesus,

Jesus

was able to know the heart.

N

THE FAITH GHRIST ‘Mark 11:22, John 6:1-1li, John 2:

Intro: : Our g_ag;ntom.ght is %_E_L@_in.ﬁ.od. George W,

- ‘@gﬂome sa:Ld J.ri a sermon, "The supremne Heed ;,n this ho '_
for faith in God."

11 men eve re is That is the supre‘

need of all men now and always,

‘Theffereatest appeal)an infinite God ever made to a liv ",'

creature ié his sppeal in the Bible set out in Mark 11:22,

have faith in God, Here is a sentence of i&p_r__ whlch

tells us of something whlch if we could just possess ity
would solve guery problom.
victo;y for every person that ever lived from Adam until the

last child thét will be born before the end of the world,

Th@___w to us in order to h%?
in God. Thq(g%rth &f Christ and his 1ifs in the flesh were |

for one purpose, namely, to in God,

The(éurgo_gﬁs Ef every sermon and every lesson taught from thb

scripture is for the same purpose,-—tQ_jﬁln_us.baxLiaq.I.h
Faith cometh by hearing and hearing bv t@_mg_ of _

iod. Vi ot Taith 1t is inpoasible ._
the foundation grace of God, (1 Cor, 13’tells us that _faith ¥

hope and love, these three, but the greatest of these hs love

Faith in God is a guarantée of

in God,

That is true, but without faith there would be no hopd, and

~ s v

without faith, the love of God would be unknown to man.

e
—




@'. l yels . ; |
The@chievenent)pf eve syar in this world is measured|-—-

by his faith. 70 blind menYheard Jesus passing by. They !

followed him into a hopse ¢ _son.of. David, have

|
|
I

mercy on us." Jesus knew-they" égggd him to open their eyes,

so they could see, He asked,{™ i igon 3

They answered, "Yea, Lord." Thén he said, "According to thy

faith, be it unto you." When your life is ended and the
tale of it is told, remember your faith in God will determine

your achievement here and your destiny.there.

1.\ What is faith|

—

If someone should ask us the question, "What is your

definition for faith?" what would you answer? Well, we would

Vs

probably give theqﬁlble answeik "Now faith is the substance

qg ggings_hoped for, the evidence of things npot seen,” But
s - — Lreyeep— PSS K AP R R P o

who would know just what you mefint.J Jesus knew this, He

knew how difficult it is for man to have genuine faith in

God. Therefore he taught(iessonf) He used exaqglgs of herges

of faith to illustrate.

He preached sermons on faith, He

performed miracle after miracle, and yet few believed.. He

—

knew bur difficulty.

3o
B
Ljesus can diseern . our faith _/

Inq ohn 2:22 ﬁ giba large company ga'bhei‘ed éround

our Lord exnressing their attitude to him, and revealing his

responsive attltugg to them.

thls analo these are words of we solemn import for ever
By s Iy P every

one of us, who have ggmg hither at his‘own invitation to meet
It

And if I am right in drawing

with himself,
is a stgrbling considepafjon that many believe in him ﬁhich_he

had no belief in them. It is a strange and solemn truth in

its implication of warning. to everyone of us, that there is a

faith to which hevmakes no regponge and does not believe in,

These words come to us with a strong message of warning, lest

we gather together when we are around him, anything of this
kind should be the record of our conv1¢tﬁon, as far as we are

1nd1v1dually concerned, that many believed on hlm, but Jean

e i s | » ‘
We see how(digggggéné!Jesus isr and how characteristic this
2 Y s y

is of his entire dealing with men, He draws men and then

divides thep. He wins men to a hearing of his message, and
then the chaff will be turned a51de and he will find himself

at the judgment seat,

There is that in the Lord Jesus which

causes all men to(igme in contact wlth h1m to reveal themselyiéa

Yo man can long .be insincere in the presence of Christ, because

he penetrates and pg§£g§§=gx§£gag;§gg%;g. And it will not be

y



_}_M— There was a lad standing in the crowd i
—— t
near the presence of Jesus and he had five Eré&g anveg End b

" e 2 o |
two_gmall fishes, That was his }pncfyl, Jjust enough for one. | '+ |

boya. J esll_s_ﬁl_fgsi_i'.g‘ his loaves and fishes. | The lititle boy
asked no guestionsg, He cw into ‘the

hands of Jesus, /lhen any person regardless of howécked he j

|
naybe comuibba the degtiny of s sgul into the hands of

R

Jesug, thalt moment, his name is writter

in the lamb's book of
= o 7—-~k".v"’_"“*wm'~»'

lifel, The spiritual birth that makes him a new creature takes

place, and thet moment, there is rejoicing in the presence of
the angels of God. : :
Pore dae @Ln formuﬁ ba gy pegple @bbend church and heor

the gosEel,.bug go no further, . They die withoul God and with-
out hope,, . There may be spme who pray without ever being saved,

[
i
f
|

but they're .unwilling to risk their eternal destiny with Christ

There are countless others who take the third step and are !

saved. They are §§1§d, but they do not grow spiritually. [As

a rule, they're almost as unhappy as the unsaved people are, for

there is little joy in the great salvation,

that is, a £ d compl der of one's life and.all

’ : f 1
!h. Obedience)- This element, I believe Jesus is secking,== |
| l
«
’

to the will of Gode That is as far as anyone can go in faith.

That is all that God requires of any man. ‘:

Once again, when our Lord stood before his questioners, and
answered thém not a word, we find the same quality in him whicl:
we are to find in these gatherings, revealing itself. Many
believed on him in that c}ay, but Jesus did not commit himself

of

Christ regards faith as the only . adequate égggor%ing and sus-
taining power of all moral enthusiasm and epergy. ~Christ's
getd to the‘iggtlof the whole tree of life when he discerns

the differencé between faith which is true and f“aith which is

not true, Therefore one may submit his mind to a thing’ and he

may draw near unto Christ, and he may know & lot of things and

he may the handicaps or the circumstances.,

iﬂow Christ knows

you better than you know your self, and you know&

knew .and you as an iﬁdividual, would t L
more or 1of 52 Is thete full faith in your heart, or
are there Wﬁriﬁt knows gbout that you'd

never be able to draw near to him because he is sble to dis-

cern it.

4 k‘é’;/""/B

As we think about the kind of faith that Christ

seeks, let us hote the(W We have a

‘dcmg_'ns_tw a simple lesson of the true elements of faith

What are the true eetof faith? ]
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that Christ is' interssted in.,

| M 5,000 men-not-countins the women'snd children

left their homes and their“places of employment, and ‘ventured

out into the 'desert place with Jesus, The reason for this

fixst step. is faith, that twl;hat needed to

be satisfied. Some were cur:'70us, of course, to ‘see what 'Jesus |

would dos That is the _;;easo:ﬁnsaved Eeogli gttend chureh,

occasionally, or they will wilfully listen .to the gospel preache

by 'the radio.

come to church in order to be cnberiainad. The unsaved people .
do _not come to church for that purposge,

church does not save anyone, but here is & first step in faith;

Thare are very few lost people,--sinners, who
\

However, attending

it's @ venture, ‘

_M— The second step in faith is prayer. Here is
i d. * There were et

places or ‘eating houses where the people could buy food., Here |

was a hungry milling mob, these disciples discovered the pre-

dicament, The thing that érings g sinner)to a state of con-

viction is' that he dis over

and this need of 2

CW} Neither does a believer pray

until he tekes inventory of his helplesgness without God.  You

Jihen a sinner prays

ou ever prayed?

i, ey

he's getting close to salvation.
I renenbor £ . Matthews) who told once low ‘that he ame
to know Christ, apl &t this poil}t ki his life ‘there's a good

illustration thise For he said, two wecks he had been under

conviction of his sin, He left his wife and baby with hen

mother @nd went ‘to churchs . At the ¢lose of:ihe gervice the

minister asked those who were unsaved &nd wanted to be remembere
in prayer Lo stapd, He said, "I stood,.that was the firsi time-
l.ever poved foward God,  Itiwas the first step.. That ndght

he said, when we arrived home, they plaged the baby in hed,
7

and he said to his wife, IL!m going “to goin the church next

"T will, "

Sunday, and she answered, Then we.read from the_

little Bible and knelt together in prayer.,
— e —————

time that either of us_had ever prayed aloud,

God does ‘the saving,
that salvation is possible to anybne without the asking. Ve

know that :m(Acts 23 21;) &d it shall come %o pass that whosoeve

shall. call on the name

It was the_first

The prayer did

not save uys, I do not believe, he'said,

. Now I believe that Jesus is interested here in individuals
turning their hearts and voices to him in prayer,
disciples said,(!'Master s send these away that EE&¥ nay buy
E@ W’”“‘“ We tell God what to

do instead\gf s_eiking his will, »

Now these
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been comuitted unto thee, When I commit myself entirely in a
ke : : Jesus .gave thanks to the failen, énd hpeaking the loaves

and likewige the fishes, and giving them to the disciples to

feed the hupgry multitudes. Did you ever hear of anything like

simple faith to Christ, Christ commits himself.
We know what it is for one to b<committed Lo hig, fri gnd%b
and we Inow that we can frust each other, we L ther,

weoare commééted mutag%&y, and we open our hearts, we disclose
%gi, our_pur ”2%35: we j01n in inteE§§;§, we commit our-

selves. Now Jesus commits hlmself to men % gl d,

that?. Not one of his disciples murmured, hesitated or asked a

question of the master.. They ¢ ed out his instructions to

the letter., That is . That is faith in jts highes#

‘ function.
He commits himself to us for the protection of his repubation

5

We know that faith of this kind, that Christ seeks, can move
in the world., And we are charged with the reputation of Jesus,

mountains, This is the course of the heroes of faith. It was

to guard it and to honor it. | , ; b
; v | by faithf Noahoui e o one had ever built an ark be-
Think of it, ig d i i i

This _is mhat Clrigt does jn response fo siuple |
et ' ' - I fore. It was a new and unheard of venture. And yet there was

f
faith, He makes his word vital, and vitalizing influencé
_—g . ‘ ' . a copmittal to the %ask, and obedience on the part of Noah,
in our lives., Therefore we should use day Db e that
i 4 : o , ‘ By When he wes called to go out inbo a place.
} :
)/

Eis been entrusted to us in his great work. This is what it

which he should after receive for an inherifance, oheged, and

means for Christ to commit himself to men, that men may bear
| he went out, not knowing whither he went., That is the kind of

his name, before the world. We must see to it that there is . )
. faith that is needed by Christians everywhere., As we stand

face i unbelieving and frustrated people,

Jesus 80 to commit himself to us, ’ , ! . 2
of every nationality under the sun, only God can give that

ime-
nothing in the nature of our faith which mskes it possible for

How is it ‘effected? How is it possible? Oug_limitations,

R ——

which will satisfy. The hungry multitudes were seeking bread

our stained record, our violation of his laws, How is it

that day when the disfiples came to Jesus with only five loaves
possible. He commits hiuself to us not pnly for -this'life, -

and two small fishes belonging to a little boy. Jesus, so the
but for a and completion and it is ‘supported by i

scripture says, knew what he would do.
faith, These are the kind of men and women whom our lord
s ———

commits himself to. It is ‘of supreme importance £o you and
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Untrusted faith i
| Now Jesus is seelcing faith that gan be iruated, I

return to what Jesus said concerniﬁg t.hat group,~--that he did |

not commit himself to 292?- Why, mark you, this is of the

utmost importance to us, standing where; we do. Mgny believed

on him when they saw signs. That is the kind of faith that
5hrist does not respond jég,--si gn __§_uggog‘£a% th. ’fhe faith
so-called whichflmﬁsesito believe him unless it sees signs

and wwdauiy/ I'aith which is not the sincere kind which will

consent to the Wwill of God.

Of course, I_am aware that the{ devil) mekes many times, faith

hard and diiifj_gnlt and vanaifural, but if only we can get back

to the simplicity that is in Jesus Chrisf.‘ What is Christ's

ideal of faith?

W;ﬁ his dealinoalwith men for answer. True |
« /
faith beiins in the atinulation of conscienge which we call |
convicti sine It recognizes the utter impossibility of |

meeting God's, standard,

It expresses itself in péenitence,—— .

It realizes an utter sense of empiiness,

in sorrow for sin.

and it means the utter and eplire surrender to Christ who 'is }

reveale@ as meéting all the sin created need of life. - As any-

one who can do helpless sinners good. Faith is just not merely

an act, or a series of acts.

Faith is & maintained attitude of z

<12
the heart, an unquestioned obedience,’

Faith is esbablished loyalty at all tosts: Faith to which

CW a faith which_works by love.

which is responsive to his every-dall. A faith which will

A faith

obey. How simple is ite Faith which is just-entire heart

sympathy with Christ as he reveals himself,
There is great need for us to exercise that sort of faith,

Too, essentially in our own present age, that there is a faith

that is created by curi ousity seekers who seek signs. There
are large numbers of people who will believe in him today if
their faith can only be W There

are many who attempt to ask for signs from heawen,

"Many shall say in that day, Lord, Lord, open to

Jesus said,

us. "

—_—

élrg obert Anderson Jaid, "No one may limit what God may do
R

in answer to faith, but he will yiald i
R et e

fr

unbelief,
— T

Therefore wescome tto the donsideration.of an aw:
tal of oneself which these words record,~-thalfidesus will with-
—

hold thimself.  And Jesus will commit himself however, unto us,

as we are.committed unto him.

wa om; I have believed and 21 Eersugdgd that he is able to kéeg
that which I have W" Keep that which has :
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e o g s, -

deemed- 0f: the Lord say sos

No-preacher: ever-lived who was more:given: to relate his exs

periences with God than the apostl-‘ﬂ!ﬁ}) He did not hes;tete

to tell his remarkable experience.iiil.Lhrigt on the Damascus

Roads

The world is waiting to.see and to know- sbout ‘the mirac-

ulous and. supermatural power-that God gives abundantly te those
who willaccept ite

For example,{fr. True

Big Jim during a revivel in Texass Dr. _ﬁ_amhrell was present

He bp@; ed an article in the state

paper, @he greatest ‘cg&@g;mm.'% ‘The,s tory
There is no telling

ed -to tell about the conversion of

when Big Jim was saved.
e e

was. told from coast to coast for years.

how: many lives were affected by it.

I heard RE.IMgtthensi who was at Travis Avenue church in:

Fort Worth, tell of making an appeal at the close 'of, the mes«

sage, A woman came forward to unite with the church by letter.

Her husband, in his 60's, came with her on a profession of faith

There was algo another couple that came on profession of faith,

flhen he baptized the men, one of them pulled out of his pocket,
a_clipping from.a paper, and he said, "ang=égi§." It.was Drs

Gambrell's story of Big Jim's conversion, wri&&gnnah;gggxg_hg;;_

‘fore that night. He asked him did he know Big Jim. He answered

ql_aanﬁngﬁﬂggﬂg%g;: And the woman who came by letter tonight

is Big Jim's.daughter."
—

It is possible that you are saying that I am the kind of

ihose failbh Jeons will160ogpiss.-

ad,

0 T 9
me .
man whom Jesus will trust,
as bei

and well- Listen, take his

word agein, Read through the record of the days of his flesh,

and you will find that the kind of men and women to iwhom he

comnitted hinself are these@wmw_\
Leryent Jove, %’Wm“ glained ri'ﬂgut.ad;ionl but earnest devotion,
m b ! Eaeerses EnoTE ana

of seculsg utAs;m-le tr pf nen of, slow understand-

S

ing, the poor, the broken,_jgg_gjainga.

We know that we might test our own individual faith, as to

whether or not we are sleeping, and whether or not we heve a

zeal for his glory. 6-‘;ave E ! &g Ly life a dominating vasgion for
holiness?) Have I anfincreasing i 120

besause Jesus has never committed himself to me?2. We must searc)

our heart,

RS YL

C ol The' Prilfts of AR shadiant. Paits 7

-
As we think about the kind of faith that Christ seeks,

we cannot help but mention one or two things that will result
if we truly find this faith.
—— -' ! ‘\
11 be obedient in the matter of prayer. This is the richest
exgerience and the happig;j communion known lo.an, Tt's
‘.‘== »

T

one of the fruits of faith is-that one




oy ? e

found in ‘a ‘consistent prayer life,

éaniemas untouched and unharmed in the lion's den because

of ‘'his ‘consistent prayer 1ife,

Elijah) because of his con-

sis'tent prayer 1ife, he s t0 ‘consume the sacrifice

on" Mt Carmel,

,

@hithe Bapt@jprea‘g_@m_in_ﬂww&éernese, realized

great power, in 'bhist-people left the cities and gathered in

the valley ‘of Jordan to hear his'Sermonsy And sogronder they

followed, € sought his'

RN, s e o

disciples to pray," 'some of the followers of our Lord said

later‘on, ' The multitudes would: never have de-.,poéula‘ted the

cities, and left their comfortable syndgoguss of worship to

have gone“in the Wwilderness to listen to a man preacl}, had

John not 'been‘a great man of prayer and of power,

i‘s‘w.,am-«‘bhi

R
ot

failure in winning the ursaved to Christ, or in growing a

| congregation of fruit bearing Christians s it is due to the

lack of prayer, Vie may Have our air-condi' fdoq gd churches,
trained peogle s orggnizag;&gﬁ: money, up-to-date programs s
U e AN 25 i 3
;'1

educated ministers, but the one thing we lack: is praying

-

churches; A réa‘J. prayer meeting where people ferve'ntly and

sin ay, is absolutely unheard of,

O i

It is impossible for sny person to live a victorious life

JGod--wan:

worth telling; or_do we uge worm-vut-experiences?
R S —_—

o, 5,09

as .Christ would have ity unless he has: the faith that Christ

seeks, lultitudes never would have been fed with the Loayes. .
aw had di t pone to Jesus and’ d
from him what o do,  The multitudes would have bsen sent away

empty. Thefriches ion this earth is not the one with
the largest hank ag€ount, or the one with the grestest amount
of real estata. richest person in thisworld is 'the one'

who ‘has the most « And we should thank

e

God that i is within resch s€-the humblest person.

»

iz 2. Experiences with Godb' I believe &t this point as-often

we ask in @rayer lieetingd Are there those who would share with

us some ric ience in the way God has blessed

them in the pastAeek. This miracle of Peeding ' the multitudes

is‘recorded in'all four gospels. ' There is a reéason.for: this,

tions to know

The disciples hadffsomething to tell peoplghwhen .they ‘got up

o preach, and when they wilpsssed fo a _believer,

Do we have anythi

n the way of an experience with God

It is per-

fectly legitimate to tell hoiv God used other people. 'But how

much more effective it is for us to do as the disciples of old
who' stood and told what God had wrought in.their lives. . If we

have an obedient faith, God expects us to do this, 'Let the re-

4






