THE WILD NIGHT PARTY

Dandiel 5

INTRODUCTION :

made for a thousand of his Lords as the

a proud race of people, whom the Heir&w(ﬁxaph
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to pleasure, trusting in wickedness.
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and self-indulgent. EﬁeycgreSSE;?themSQiVEg in dyed/garments of brilliant colors.
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They curled their hair. Used perfumes.| Wore jewelry. Carried walking stickg with
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the beak of a bird or the head of a serpent carved on the handle. They were fond

of silver plate and splendid carpets, costly furniture, and
plendl : n: :

graat suppers. Thay

and sang lude gongs, and were out late -

e

wild, half~intoxicated young men are most likely to do.

AlL of this is abundantly shown by the Hebrew prophets Isaiah, Jervemiah, and

Ezekiel. And from the(Greek)historians, telling us that they were not surprised
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ls

that Babylen. became a desolation. The dav of doom /fis not far off for any city

when it's young men become tender and delicate, and given to pleasure, self-indulgence,
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and fond of amusements, and afraid of work. When they are excited and passionate
ala or wo sgion
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about tripkets and tﬁ}ﬁl@SS nerveless and epiritless about the nobler things of
C L . )

duty.

great and a mighty nation than

to give young men all- the money they want, provide them with plays and with
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s, dances, wine, and then leave them to go through their manhood in the

s

hot bed of pleasure and se f-indulgence. That is the way Babylon. was ruined.



The way Christisn(Constano 1%>was destroyed. The way Qeuicf)endad her

thousand vears of independance and glorious history in shame. And of course,

<§E&EEE~EEE§E%£}OH continues without energy, without principle, without conscience,

and with money enough to support their pleasures and costly vices, they will he

giving tone to public opinion. And the young men today will soon be taking lead

o3

in higher circles of society. And they can soon make Sodom of America.

Belshazzar was flattered by his pride and indulged in his passions. 1e is

I

absolute monarch - holding the life and propertyof thousands of his lords -

and people in his hand. His servants, his capitol, was enriched with the spoils
of mations. And his providences were cultivated by captive people. He was a

hasty, violent man with temper and lived in luxury at the habit of life.

Our (night scenes)from the Pible take us tonight to the wildest night party

/
perhaps ever held. 5ﬁe want to.discuss it under the following heads.

" ( """ d =
# First, riches - V. 1. GSecond, reveling - V. 2. fﬁirég revelation. Fourth,
retribution.
[
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Ve come now to the great hall of the(?
great hall ENRE

[ /"’v
% X\ , thousand lords reclined upon couches. It was 1
many guests. And they each had their individual tubles or places for service.
It was adorn with carvings and sculpture. It was profane by the feast that was
D ) .
in progress. It flurioushed with corruption, as a part of society.

e

. ™,
, . \ . , . }
There was tNevery a place more depraved or abominable than this place ©f viches.’
‘ ] T bomins place ®f rich
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The(éimensiﬁns of [Babylonfare so immense that it exaggerates even our minds
b 7 7
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to think about them. This was a great city - it wa had a

Laround it, 700 feet at the bottom ~ thick. 300-350 feet tall!/ And on top

of this wall six c%ari% s could race side by side asbreast.

Outside the wall was a mede_and beyond that was another wall ~ it was about
feet tall and the top was solid and the soléi@rs lived on top of that wall,

There were so many feet apart -~ 14 feet exact was a hot pot of m@lten(iéad, And
B 3 Wﬂ- :
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this was ready to be gmur@é on any who tried to scale that wall. The soldiers

lived there and guarded it 24 hours a day.

Now the Euphrates(rive
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they changed the course aﬂd put it in the center of the city.

wide-and 1t was walled - hoth the sides and the bottom. And the bottom of it
—_— — i ;
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was tiled - white tilﬁﬁfthey tell us. With bluebirds/on each tile. Tt looked
T e =

like a fantastic swimming pgol as we would think of it today.

On either side of the river, was a temple of t d{%aa1

250 pillars dpn dit., And thevy were 18 feet in cirvcumference. And they were 80

; temple had

E«-v
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feet tgll. With a platform on tep. And there was the golden image on top. And
- e e

the historians tell us that in this temple young girls often came and sold thedir

virginity., And one historian says that at one time, 10,000 maidens at once came

A

in the view of this temple. And they gave the monev to the god Baal.

palace - where this night

party takes place. This was built by Mebuchadnezzar for his queen, It was a

banguet hall.
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one mile in length éﬂd a guarter \of a mile wide. It had a
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roof!*hﬂt was 100 feet to_the top of it.

trees and
i
|

‘gyélyq and vi - and they had circular holes in Lae/top~or this roof garden.
It was like a{fLQ;ez—ﬁaﬂﬁei\unslﬁé dovn., And through these circular holes, they
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said that slaves would spray down

erfume upon those in the hanquet hall, from
] -

time to time.
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To see something of the riches, there were Zﬁ/magnificienﬁ g;;;;ZEYTunming

in parallel line 130 feet wide and 15 m%le%/iéﬁu They went str ghffmﬂ —£0
—
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South. And then those 25 streets were inter—sected by 25 others of similar
; \_______\7 L

And the temple of Baal and the royal palaces occupied

about 3 square miles here. This hanging gardens, with its terrace, is the place

where the night party was to take place.

According Lerodotusy Nebuchadnezzar was the most magnificient huilder the

world had ever saw. And he had this ple easure garden and he put this in his capitol.

And there were Babvlonian bricks sguare inscribed with the name Mebuchadnezzar.

That have been found hundreds of years since. And that was 2500 vears ago that this
took place.
- f""‘mm
elsna7zar inherited the pride and the glory and the riches and the power of
s B

this palace d this great capitol from his father.

inherited enough to ruin any yvoung man. Who was not fortified with a great
_/-""
character. He was admitted to a share and came of power at the age-e£ 15. And the

glory of this was too great even for the mighty Jebgﬁhadmezzar. That it would turn
the head of this young leader. And so this is something about the riches. And he
lifred himself up against the Lord of Heaven. Aéd he despised the kings and the
armies of the earth.

ks

o with his riches he summons all his lords to come. And he is going to have

o)

a great banquet,



ow the first four verses tell us that Ee%g@ggéﬁ

/wanted)his name to be great
CiSL lour verse o :

and with these thousands of lords, he employed the hottest dancers and orchestra,

yd food, and bands were playing. And it was night as these lords arrived for this

_ TN
great feast. WNow the ity had been under a seige from an Army. But of course,

Babylon was so strong and so great that he decided to go on and forget the enemy

and indulge in every form of rxocous excess, And of course the hanging gardens

2

and tagiggs. It seemed 1ike a mountain of fire at midnight.

The torches of processions flowed like rivers -~ flape through the broad streets,.
procession &

And a thousand L pobles all bent at his board, fruits glistened, flowers blossomed,

meats steam, and a flood of the wine that man loveth runs redder than blood.

were hung with lanterns

Ji%gﬁgagf% ire there and a riot of myrth. And the beauty that maddens the

B

passions of earﬁ .

And the(%romés all shout)while the vast roof rings, @;&Fgraise to Belshazzar,
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ine, the rose odors, the

%

Pelshazzar, the king.,) The music, the banquet, and the

o ....7-‘— —
: 1.1 = T o X £ 5
floﬁifsm the sparkling eves, the flashing ornaments, the jeweled arms, the ravant

7
%ﬁggj the 1| r%gglggs, the braids, the thin robes, floating Aike clouds. Tt was a
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cusy scene. And it takes away all reason and all reverence
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sacred for
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, their concubines all seated. low, T don't know how
JRCUDINES

, of those who are here

them to (profane)., And they tell us as the Lords

came

in,

; they worked out seatingl arrangement. But they came in gold-leaf covered
. : -

ed. And he had these lords seated. And they were

; ybhy a charlot/twa was éra&n by pea ?Ej{ through xiﬁfiﬂ;P’”&ﬁﬂUPk
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and thev would write agteaaﬁ?on the boaxd And they would
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drink their wine.

As Belshazzay orders

e

il

Jerusalem by his father, as_trophies

to be brought in and to worship the false god with them. And they were excited over

wine. And he said

the

gsays they were on the brink of destruction with their greatest galety and

thtlessness, And they t’ne gods of gold, silver, "%:7‘;:-/;395;:, iron, wood,

-
There wasﬂg;_m@ntion of Jehovah Godfhl
po= . T .

There wasﬁno%want of Jehowvah CGod,
m—«W/ 7

They did not want Cod. Away with Cod. They sounded like a LDilE?ﬁ stué ent - some

A
years back on Z state /iﬁgyg rsity campus in fdah JHQ/ ﬁgi,h tm hell vl?% vour Qad”f/
. 1/ [ /

tnd that is Y“f UVi:ha7?ar was doing. Iven the last words of warning that he

had - the last opportunity for any good work. He let all of this go that night,

on that night.

There are(many}nggyie whogo £o pWaigq they wish they had not gone. There

are people who go to places when the messenger of death comes, they would have

changed it if they could have. Many today are living in indulg

and they are very willing to continue on. But if they knew this was the last

year if their life, they would perhaps change.

And so this is going to be a regret for the king, because this is one of the

last acts of his life,

N
sacred vessels, and we are going to worship the god of gold, silver, brass, irom,



One historian decribes this as saying that Babvlon was greatly given to wine

and to those things which followed intoxication.

This was idolatrous — this feast and this revel,
He defined the judgement that had been set upon him. The \¢pemies)were coming
and he_paid pmo gtrention to it., Second, he was idolatrous in that he the

temple of God and used the vessels for other uses.
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and of wood and stone.
e

8o he became ruthless and reckless and profane in this revel.
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V. \5 + The Bible says in the(game hour/God came forth finpgers of a2 man's

hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of
bt

the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. And his

countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his
, Jubied R

f—

loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

How the revelation here is thelrecordjof the great judge of all time coming

upon_the scene. And there is a handwriting that appears upon the wall of a
B

ba et room in the palace at an hour when the party 1s at its wzide@ ) And it
T party
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?umdf””d is in every scene of wiukeo%§;§/ “And the finger of Cod is ever writing

=

the witness of his presence with us upon the living tablet of our heart.

- —
eye is ever fi fd upon us, That we must give an account to Him for all we do and
i f ““}@}igﬁmﬁﬂ Ariaong rrnicn = Irth A AL Nplle Pk —
for all we are. ﬁ%“ - E&ﬂ% Sy el it iy, Aoy, i @d Sedoy f
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4éoﬁlong as we have a consci ncey there 1s a voice in us, telling us that God's

/
JL,&A» 4 ’
That Qafinite apd awful witness ds in every storehouse, workshop, and business
= f R A : =
every day of the week, and every place of pleasure., His eye is searching. TUis
v T . :

ear catches every word that we speak.

t _witness on every occasion. And there is nothing said or

He stands as a

done that his eve does not catch - act, word, or deed.

The hand}wrote in flaming letters upon the walls of Belshazzar's palace. (od
T T ///,/ - - 3 ——— Pt
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God is averywheQEEE

is here.(
(?/«/4.,

How it is wisdom for us to also note that God's pleasure is with us. We cannot

hide anything from him. Why then do we do things that we do not wish him to know.
RS L M i

VWe cannot escape our accountability to him. For all we do, why then do we live as

though we will never have to give an account unto hin.

The record is being wr%;%EQJ The revelation of this record is being placed on

g

L

the wall.,

or the congclence of Belshazzar hecopes wxphtv And he
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becomes mastered by this and his countenance changes. THis thoughts trouble him.

o

And he trembles like a leaf hefore the writing and the record on the wall, He was

Nt

afraid. He was terribly guilty.

YQgiggwﬁxg%g ~ the supreme creator 1s an absolute power. And he is pronouncing

a sentence upon the conduct at that wild party.

This V. 5 = dn the midst of the feast. There was u:}ise, no
L8 01 e Teas
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o

threat to their 1ivesg(30}0ne said a word.

-2 (E?)Pﬂhlﬂ see %fﬁ

of fear, the trembling like .2 leaf.
. i Tl
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up. And Cod truly can speak to hearts and there was perspiration and the goblet

falls from his hands, his knees smote one another.

Think about it, the best éortif ied clty in the world. But he was afraid.

TN

He had the in the world of any city, but he was afraid.
He had t “his

he %@St('riendg with him at this time -~ his thousands of lords. But
/ﬂv

he was afraid.

-

Pe had the(g@ésfef gold, silver, wood, and stone. But he was afraid.

T pZd

Riches, pleasures, glory. absolute Master ~ in the greatest palace, in the

greatest city the world had ever seen.

14ife now. And what 1is the world worth now. And heve is this

—




wretched man. He is going

]
i+
o

die as a fool. He has 1ifted himself up against God.
SN :

9

ls he afraid. Ve is face to face with the guper-natural God. And the hand

7 y I
onn the wall is without an arm.
We cannot help but be impressed about his position, his pride, his condition -

he was drunk. He was in the company of hig crowd. And yet he was alarmed by(what

g

T think he was also alarmed by what\he could not see. And he perhaps was alarmed
R e v ‘
7
Well, might vour thoughts trouble vou tonight. There are some

of you that have been trifling with holy things. Just like the king trifled with
P >

the vessels that had come fyrom the temple in Jerusalem.

You have but to look at it ible and find out that people

G

s disturbed by what he felt on the day that he had to deal with Jesus.

And tried to wash his hands. he was dying Justly.

And there are people even tonight we would say that no_man is out of reach of God.

God can reach vour life and your heart.

y
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h a godless way

¢
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L

le had Yaughed., He had said ha ha. Who ever heard of anvbody taking us over.
—

Go back to your drinking.

They in immediately for the(scothsayers po interpret these words to
5 £ : S

o

J the king and teo the crowd.

p z;)/ " Then

e
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e She praisesiﬂamig}év She says, now here is a man that had a good head and a good
Fo— )
. ,

V. 12 - he urges that they call

And Nebuchadnezzar respected Daniel. And so
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Daniel comes before the king -~ V.(13~29. )
- __,7 e

heart.

*3m]5 Tell us what he had heard, and he

speaks to Daniel in V,

The king

are baffling and he promises them a reward.

admits that things

’ V.{17 % Dantiel/
\q P |
e describes Ne iucﬁaLﬂDZ?dr in 18 and 19 as one who had authority and absolute
[N
V. 21 he told about

daddy's sin which was pride. V.

o

= bhut in V. 20 he told about his

judgement of Cod upon his father.

ﬁ awa$QQL 11ghg£%_ 4J4§:f;g> Now Belsghazzar knew all

onn in his 1ife of

"/;L,” He told shout

about hie father's pride and Iall, as an ox. And vet, he went
sin. There are many people who see: the effects and the influence of sin, but they

gnore and £O o1 aga inst knowl ed;—;ge»

},.Ja

- or is repeated for emphasis ~

. numbered numbered. That God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished
ETE . Amm__u_”_;;?
red and now come fo an end, is what that

of wour rule or vour empire are numb

means. The days have rup out. And he hasn't changed.

no more time for you even to repent.
I

There dig

‘f

welghed., Thou art weighed in

®

5

the balances and found wanting
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ediving the information from Daniel went on in his

Belshazzar, the klmg slain,

[nd

terrible night in which the penalty was executed.
pRAELE

It was not even deferred until the dawm. The king was dead.

g were lying around in the hanging

/)

And Pabylon was in the hands of the Persians, Cyrus fwho had beseiged the city
e -"-7 S

- had entered through the canal under the wall, diverted the water, and his troops

had taken the city.

Ne s x}_e e ANS ‘7'{}}&{: he gavs.,

And his 1

There was no escape outrside the Ark.

nstruments of judgement we cannot escape. Think of (loah)and the Ark.

there was no escape

less you leave the city. Think of % ah going down into the Red Sea. Our lives
are in the hands of the same God who brought an end to that night of sin in the

palace.

And the king perhaps off - he had 1

‘..a

thought of the swifiness of

the judgement.

R .. . .
Mow the completeness of hﬁg_dﬁam_was not partial. It was one stroke and his

power ceased. And he awcke in Hell to discover, all had been lost.

The man who goes on in unhallowed

pleasure will certainly face divine retribution. ¥e will be overtaken in his

wickedness. UNote this, God gives warnings and if vou do not heed these warnings,
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And this is the cause of the approac ching doom. VQu)bavw been é;" Tou

=
are light. Now if God weighed you today mégow would you e
e . o
st
Rfsfbx Upharsiy is 2 plural word here which wqgg;,;;yﬁi The kingdom is going to
P %e divided - the Medes and take over the empire,
What Dan have

rejected the couneil of the Lord

it is too iate

£ff for you. /Qy%;%ﬁvvw }Vhaaayj;JT%w’4¢““ﬁﬁj - ¢4;wﬁiwu

e @loni ;™ <

Twmu el

And

grace has been shut
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Too late, thahe words, my friends are often. =
./
7
The samegl God is counting/out the days of life to all of us./ He is weighing
2 £
ouT chgzgggera our conduct, our motives, and the balance of infinite truth., Fe
e
iz in Q%iﬁgﬁg and 1f we are found wanting hefore God. How a man may be weighed
and found wanting at the bank. Or at the hoard of trade, or at some circle of

fashion

And to be wanting in Cod’s wavs is to he

wanting

Whatever jfwgg? wvherever we are, we can never cease to he regponsible to Cod.
Tor he has appeinted us to do his work.

Thus our accountability to God must be fully accepted. And faithfully met.

And 1f we do this, we will raise us above that which is selfish and impurae
And give us somcthing good and gloriocus to live for.

Therefore the riches that he enjoyed and the reveling that they participated
in dealt the terrible revelation.



st B TR

you ar t/bge a stupid perM /

od is still in the%%aighingg}ggg?ess every man must stand before his maker.

Some of you have a érm of godliness without the power thereof. Some of you

need to be changed. YNow the that sinks goes down not because of the water on

the outside of it, but because o he water on the inside.

It is hard to get people to say that I have sinned. They would rather do any .-;—-/
; L_/ - e

thing else than to say I have sinned.

And there is so much apathy today.

One of the finest preachers and best writers Oklahoma say that Cyrus was
Baptists have ever had is S. U, “Cal” Butts, who now lives '
at 522 S. First Place, Broke{A'lr\rsouw 74012. He retired from
active: work in 1972 but is sifll Busy preaching and helping
people.

Recently he received a letter from a man in another state
whom he knew 65 years ago. There is a lesson for all of us
in the burden which that man bore for so many years and
from which he escaped.

This is what he wrote: “Silas, 1 guess you will be_sur- 1en God warns, he means it. - A
prised tof get this letter. I hope you you and yoursyare all O.K. . . . UDZ{/ F* 44,1 @/f"‘/j—'
L_awf_and my wife is 77. So you see we are not able to , i w,,Lj i
o much. Silas, I am sending you a litfle_check. I owed your C .79 y"’“) o
Dad. T lgved your Dad and Mother both. I was just mean P”"‘“

s all T know to say. Me and some other boys stole” five ¥ iS¢ the enemy came in through the canal and M b \ﬂ-a'-—
Na termelons from your Dad. It was just pure meanness. t‘ - Dw] P
[ don’t remember who the other boys were. I hope you will ,Q (

:xcept-(sic.) this check for him. Your Dad and Mother wds

1s fine a people as I ever knew. And I hope the good Lord ?\9 l)VL/ Gr
W for my meanness. I don’t know your address,
0 I will give this to C D—— to send on to you. So,
hanks a lot. And God bless all of you.” > because the king was slain and all of the

And the wild party that night. N (Aj ‘W%» 2
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