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I want to begin a series.of sermons on the night scenesg in the Bible
I think we can go to scome of the events of the past, and discover the most

reliable records from the Pible, that will bring us something of the past that

wyjl help us to see that har@ is something that describes all conditions of
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And it is the one 300% for all ages, all nations, all classes of men,all

conditions of society. And I think through the night scenes we will discover

something that will guide us in our pilgrimage on our way through this land -

As we consider these night scenes, we want to |

Sodom. And of course there is a text that savs in the Bible, in the 2nd verse
\/ ﬁ;} of our chapter tonight, tarry all night. And we have some very interesting
i ) DA ,
things happening in this scene which we are considering tonight. These were

1, who had come - and he was going to show hospitality.

words of Lot spoken to an ange

&

These angels were ministers of mercy. And the man speaks of the house, the home,

and feasting. And the angels speak of the on-coming wrath of God.

There is really a contrast between feeling and fact. Tn the appearance of

things and the reality of things. And this is the difference between the judegment

of a man who is involved in toils and pleasures of dav - and the judgement of Cod.

Thlng% are qelﬂcm what they seem to ?e to those who judge only what they see,
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hearts that it can he put out with on

~bféath., There is just one little partition

between us and the unseen world. There is just one little thin wvei

«etween us.
A slight change in the elements of the air we hreathe could stop breath for every-

thing that breathes. And man might take one swallow of water and that would be

the last swallow he ever received to quench his thirst.

ﬁ?hinﬁsfare not what they seenvf The appearance of rest and security is often

1us%{g thjn vezl that nld@s us frow the approaching calamity and @9%truct10n
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There is gladness. The radio.is bringing in wonderLul mggia{l ?%% éiiqtravpllnw up
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and down the mountains and the hills, vou ar@ po % throuph tbe fore%t. ér0551n0 f’f
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And thenﬁsuddenly there is a crashﬂthat is heard. And that car is a place of death

the streams. And here are happy tra

Or that flving alrplan@ becomes just ingulfed in flames. Eailroad trains are a place

of terror and there are cries of agony. And theve are cries of death.

Here is a healthy happy family, they retire to rest in the evening feeling

everything is peaceful and secure. TIn the morning they look in ~ and there is a
chamber that is darkened. We see a company of people who are mourners. Beside
the one whom the death angel came in the night. Came on the scene at night so

swift and summons that one to leave.

There was no time!to say farewell. Tast Sunday evening I journeyed to the

ceretery and there stood and conducted the service o‘ ?/ A strong, healthy

man 58/years of age. Went to bed strong, healthy, and the nexté@ornimg he did not
o f

/



get up. His wife got up. Went about her chores. TFven left the house to go away

to take care of a job, When she came back home, he was still bed. Me had died

that night and she was not aware of it.

with the sun, and go forth with all of his

Here is a man /who may rise

strength., Ve may take up his burden. With his tireless energy - but in an unexpected
moment, life is broken. WHe falls. Just like the lightnight stroke - never to rise

again.

Ve are met in jour daily paths and visits in homes by the power and the mysteries,

2

and the might, and we see them - not with our eves but every day's experience compels

us to believe in the realitv. The awful nearness of the forces that can take our

vigsible body away.

Méssenggrs from the unseen world step out from beneath the shadow of eternity

to teach us a great lesson.

]

Loo%/ét our passage of Scripture.

¥

flere is Lot = not a care in the world. Uis

cattle are in graas over knee deep. Why? Here he has heaven.and.here he

has earth. And Lot has maﬁp a choice. And we look at pecple and we have to make a

choice. And Lot made a choice. I711 say wmore about this later on. Let us look at

tbe view now of senight scene. The/last night in Sodom. e




the Fastern shore. And the mountains mirrored in on the surface.
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Shgggamd%fére folding their flocks on the distant hills.

There are ngj)

signs' of wrathiim the sky. ¥No voice of wailing in the air.
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Everything is sure  and firm.

And vet, this is thgkan Tt is casting it’'s shadows on the walls

of that doomed city.

Y e E/ 4

According to

- y &
qstomflhe chief men are sitting in the gate. 01d and young

L [
are abroad in the open air. The idlé multitude are coming and going together -

the gossip of day.Others are out to enjoy the cool wind that is coming up from

o
the lake outside of the walls. The sun has gone down behind the Western hills.
And there is a brief twilight that lingers., There are the youth that are enticed
by the voice of pleasure, that are moving through the city.

The evening is so mild and beautiful - it is cloudless. And the idle

loving population, gives themselves up to the freedom and the charm, and the streets

of the city. And there are voices that are gay and loud as they laugh with their

vacant minds.
v
There's is the land of the olive and the vine. And the flowers blossom throughout

all the year. There is perfume in the flowers The light clothes landscape, and the

plains surrounding the city are like the parden ~ very fertile. And there is an
abundant supply of every want. The distant hills are covered with the flocks of sheep

and goats.
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The marchantsfof the
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The can

‘and the pride of a prince. The

conmon people make a holldav of the whole year., Like birds in the summer - they

enjoy the season as it passes. Idleness and riches stimulate their pleasure.

They have everything that they desire - according to the flesh, could possibly seek.

And they are always se@klng new ways of gratifying their base passions. They eat,
A s B o P

they drink, they buy, they sell, they plant, they build. And they go on denying God

and debasing the soul.
The city is thronged with thoughtless people around the gates of the beautiful
city. And the shadows of evening are deepening. This is for the last time. This

is the last night.

of Sodom. All of their devotion is given over to ear ocares. To joys, to drink,

to occupations. Tntil the pit of the grave opens in their path and they sink to rise
no more. How often the solerm lesson of sudden death is lost upon the living. Here
is the crowd - and it is the last night in Sodom. And one single step - and they are

going to be in eternity.

TI. | THE ANGELS - V. 1 -

i e iy ! / T e,
Two angel?jhame to Sodom at evening. AQ§I§1 q;} iﬂ thp(}ag to Sodom. And

i

Lot gseeing them, rose up to meet them. He bewed hlmself with his face toward the

gcround. They seemed to be only common travelers coming from the hill country.
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And they were turnine in for shelter /by night. That they may arise early tomorrow
, b 7 / 3 g R ‘ :

to go on their way.

/

Let me pause to say that sometime 1's mightiest meﬁg@ng%iy of mercy and

of wrath - often We must give heed and keep ourselves

upon the watch. Or the angels of bl

and deliverance will come and pass by

us unawares.

But there was one an at the gate of Sodom that gave attention and notice at

the gate to the strangers. The Scripture says he invited them to his own home. He
did not know who they were. MNor did he suspect their awful errand. IHe secured
himself help - as angels alone could give in a great time of need. Therefore, he

opened his home to them and invited them to come in.

The idle throng perhaps looked at the old man and said, um, taking

two strangers. They see nothing in them worthy of such attention. And of course,

they are ready to treat them with rude contempt.

And they want. to subject them to passion. As that city was known for,

They hooted and laughed at the old man. When he rises up-from-his+seat, to meet the

travelers, and bow himself with his face to the ground. Behold, now my Lord, turn

did

in I pray vyou unto vour servant house and tarry all night. This is a night scene.

men as the old

suggestions are passed too and fro among the lude

man leads his guests away. The hour of rest has come. And the crowd gathers in the
street., They come upon the old man's house and they begin to clammer at his door,

Thev want to take these visitors and assault them.

And these messengers had come toﬂse“ hether there were any in all the city
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} .~ How this tells about what ha$nened and the angels that night visited Tot's
J T e e «
g reet. But before they could lay down ~
~
that is before the angels and before Lot could retire for the night, the men of the
city - even the men of Sodom compassed the house rvound both old and young. All the
people from every quarter. And they called unto Lot, and they said unto him - where
¢ W . “7
N the men that came in with thee. Bring them out unto us, that we may know them. °
viﬁyf s i
e 5, )
- Vhat this means is - bring out those men to us soiwe can rape them. What an awful
city and a situation Lot was in. And when they beset the house of Lot and they came
near to.break down the.deor, they were no more dissolute on this last night than
they had been many nights before. This was their usual in Sodom. But there
is a point beyond which the divine forebearance can go. These men had reached that
point. They wanted Lot. And they wanted these strange men to come out in the street,
,f(/ /7 ) . . 4 e
k,gﬁut here Lot was under the protecting hand of the angels. And b 1 upon
those men outside and they couldn't even find the door. They had already passed by
SN . 7
{';f then and Lot said, the <;?OI)1$ shut., And he had beseeched them not to be wicked
= o R e

in Vi 7w‘ And he even offered to let them have his twg.da

b
them. Put the angels pulled Lot back inside the house, shut the door, and smote

wwhters, to go out, and use
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That last night, the angels said to Lot -~ hast thou here any hesides. BSon-in-law,

V:/ZZ/ thy sons, and thy daughters.

4>%tgopver fHou hast in the city, bring them out of this

s

place. There was one more thing to be done -~ the aged father is permitted to go out

Py

and urge his son-in-law, to flee from the (001@@ c;tv He makes his way to the houses,

through the blind ravel in the streets. To give his warning."
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-g /;; Homosexuals have gained membership in some churches while openly living
‘}“ together. They are demanding the right to sit on the church board and
e be ordained to the ministry. They want their partnership to be accepted
the same as the marriage of a man and woman. They have won court
decisions in some states recognizing such partnerships. Some candidates
for high political office court homosexual support by promising to
repeal laws against sodomy.
Homosexuals intend to take over America. "We shall sodomize your
sons...we shall seduce them in your schools, in your locker rooms, in
your seminaries, in your youth groups, in your movie theatre bathrooms,
in your army bunkhouses, in your truck stops, in your houses of
congress...your sons will do our bidding. They will be recast in our
image. They will come to crave and adore us," Michael Smith wrote in
. the Boston Gay Community News on February 15, 1987,

When God sent two angels to Sodom they found that it was not safe for a
“man to spend the night there. All the men, both old and young, attacked
the house where the angels stayed (Gen. 19:4-5). God destroyed the city
by fire and brimstone the next day. The destruction of Sodom is held up
in Scripture as a warning (Matt. 10:15; 11:23~24; 2 Peter 2:6; Jude 7).

/ ) If God spared not Sodom, why should He spare other cities and nations
7~ : p
'V;} .~ that are as bad or worse? ‘
,///z daughters - up, get your out of this place, for the Lord will destroy this city.

But he seems as one that mocked unto his sons in law.

}
4 . H .
They {paid no attentionto him.

 H0wE1itt1e do sons and daughters know - the fggrs and hopes, the anxieties,

and sorrows of Christians parents in their behalf.

How, at this point, during that night scene. We could preach a sermon. There

are some blessed old saints of Israel who{%oday are tryingktp warn their sons and

their daughters. And the only return that they get is scmggh;gﬁwqﬁmgmlgggh. Here

ic a father's heart that is burdened all day long with a desire and a prayer for

his son that he will come to the place of everlasting peace. But here is a son that

sleeps soundly.

Here is one who is sleeping soundly which a self~denyingsggihsymspgnggﬁlong

hours in the nightﬁyggg}gg(for thgi;‘sgke.
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awful language and knowing about the unlawful deeds that these men performed. This

soul because Sodom was in the depths of perversion. Wothing was really

vexed h

carried on in a natural way in Sodom.

r. e comes back to his own house where the angels

Vhat 'a disappointed fa

reaks

e,

of rescue are waiting for him, VWhen Lot gets back into the house, the first s

of dawn are just beginning to appear in the Fast.

- to blow, through

There is' no hange in the earth. There is no tru

de

uake that is shaking the hills. There are no. lit

the midnight. There is no earthq

&

-3

res that are flaming up in the peaceful valley. here are no threatening waves

that are coming in, upon the shore of the quiet lake. There are no dark clouds

G 4

of wvengenance hanging over head. The morning sta es, brightly over the mountains.

The cool air brings in the perfume of the flowers. And everything seems to be coming

just like it has every other dav.
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Shan- )i,ﬁ’}mz;,m;\,mg Lo
es speak of peace, and safety.

s _dreams of long life

/ - -
- and continued pleasure. The coming day looks down from the Fastern hills with a

smile. But the angels have said, the Lord will destroy this citv. And that is

reason enough, for we read in V., 15 '~ when the morning began to approach ~ the angels

hastened Lot savin

Take thou wife, thy two daughters which are here - less

thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.

When the angels command and give the first dictation of duty and safety,

there needs to he obedience.
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The desires of the deceiving heart and the temptation and the example of
multitudes is that we say, well, peace is all about us. Let's live on without

Christ. Live on without hope. Let's go : on without any change,. . .

It was;har for the old man to leave this house. And to leave part of

his own family there in that city. It was hard for him to leave his earthly

i

_layed ho

lingered. The ang upon his hand -

the hand of his wife, and the hand of his two daughters., This tells us that the

Lord was merciful unto him. And they were leading them forth without the city.

And 1t came to pass as they were brought forth, he said, escape for thou life. Look

not 1

Neither stay thou in the plain but escape to the mountains. And

Lot said unto them, oh, not so my Lord. What a terrific b ttle was going on in

Lot. Can't you just feel some of it. Tn that early morning, after the last night
in Sodom, he is now starting out. Look not behind, escape.

¥

A moment's d

lay will cost him his life. TIf he only turns to take one lonpging,

fa

V a/»*’

y lingering look - at the old house, and all that is nearest to his heart on this earth.

y
4 If he only waits to see what will become of the city - he himself will be consumed ir
the coming storm.

Any delayﬂwould nean that he would never es Those steps across the plain
are cmuntlng out the last moments of the doomed city. As Lot takes a step, it is
like the? countcown 1n a football stadlum ~ the last seconds of play. They begin to
count it off. About 50 seconds. 0 seconds - 30. And they count them down.

4 - o
? ﬁjg e V. 20 - We hear the old man as he said, behold now, this city is near to flea
e '} J— S y s ‘ :
IR -
glﬂw” unto, That is, the c1ty of Zoar. "Tot, the old man ig still

begging that he might not go all the way to the mountains ~ but that he might stop in
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this little town. Tt is a small place. It is like we say, just a wide place in

i i s SEY:S nted.. And
the road. And from this place, he wantgd,te,sﬁop. So his request was gra

the firey storm cannot be long restrained.

Kj rngL%~‘ 26 - Tells us that one af the fuﬁltlvas from the city of Sodom, looked back.

. q,/’ﬂ‘/ f « 1 ﬁ% Qﬂﬁ/l/ '%7!7“? 72;?}“% «:?ﬁ,? """"

2" pnd she failed to escape and became a ?1118r of salt) ol x/ e (,
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/7] 23 - Theéié@?zo already beginnlng to maka it 's way up upon_the earth. fiﬁﬁi —
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The Bible qaysA the sun was risen upon the earth - when Lot entered i ‘
‘ : n R
@4175” . afdh Pean, Siad Lo~
Hie is a prom%ﬁaq a beautiful day to the early risers in Sodom. They are

now beginning to make merry again. And there are those who had heen perhaps, discovered

that the old man had fled with his family to the mountains.

/

/ . / . s
Th@fgonﬁ in 1aﬁﬁ§re on their way to Lot“srhouse to laugh at him. 01d man, vou

f '''''
i

walked in your sleep last nihht You came around with some idle advice. This is a

\n\

new day of pleasures before us. ﬁﬂdee are going to stay up late tonight and have a

big time. What they are saying, is Lot, yBuxhava left vour household goods and

your property -~ vou have gone out on g £ocl'$ egranﬁ nnnnnnnn

fﬂ%@/m %/gw 7;3 Vs 14:%4 Seraa /%4
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And the Lorﬁ reiened flre Jupon Sodom, brimstope.and fire., V. 24. It was

praradise the day before., And the smoke. of the burmdng goes up like the smoke

of a great furnace. And it can be seen from afar by the shepherds on the hills of

Hebron. And it becomes a desolate place. A place nev

ted from

generation to generation. Tt is to be a valley of desolation of death. And even
an Arab will never dare to pitch his tent nor a shepherd to make his fold. It is

to be a haunted, horrible region in reality - which is in the minds of all. A place
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out into the nois
..sons in laws and

_faithful parent

i consequences o

is realdly..like. thich they

up in Sodom. listen

fare mothers
lsson — than

e fathers

future. How the day of recl

o be tested and Lot knows thi
ual lives are going to be te

ment is going to be poured

7-8, speaks of Lot as

here was a righteous
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in vour eariand in your CODQC¥?ﬁCG haste. gkyggmpe for thou ?1f6‘ Wait not for a
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better © portvnltv J%ﬁ%%?tfbe?ind vou. Your soul is in danger. All the perils and
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/ 3v~ "tH céfﬁggﬁ,ggégi;e nece%s%iﬁygilt soul cant1n¢€ to say to vou - escape for you
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heart was in Sodom.~ And Christ was speaking about fufure judgement. Whosoever shall

et rmntissionas it
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be saved in that day must give himself wholly over to Christ. Because she tried to
make the best out of two world. XNow if the destruction of Sodom makes us tremble

at the righteousness of God, God's mercy to Lot — makes us wonder at his love. Then
Lot lingers, the angels took him by the hand. The angels still take men by the hand.
Men who will not be reasoned with and who will net be warned. Does not conscience
reproach you of your past sins. Does evil habits? Is there not something in your
1ife that says, flea. You need to be a better person than you are now. Lot's 1life

is just like a stop light in the voad ~ saying de&truction is ahead if vou continue

. i
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associated with evil.

God made this great desolation because the sin of Sodom was great and the cry

lie]

of its iniquity had come up to Heaven.

The last night w

s

eautiful night ~ with a starred curtain hung out over the

sleeping world. And when the golden dawn broke

to d Yo the rising sun, in the
gorgeous East - that was the moment and the last ery wegﬁ‘uprﬁodﬁggvgn, And  amid
the tempest of fire that reigned down - Sodom has become a name of evil and sin for
all generations. And it's awful doom stands forth as a sign of CGod's dealing with

7y

sin. Those who have gone beyond the point will not escape.

The Seripture says the

men today. Divine justice is going to be sent,

e e /
God in Heaven. ?ékﬁveﬁ?mzaff~ é/%ﬁx?vybﬁlb

Ezekiel says that the sin of that citv was pride and fullness of bread.
Abundance of idleness. There were those who counted themselves happy because they

had nothing to do. Dut to make merry ~ passion was in their heart.

The sin of Sodom with its gross reputation was the reality and off-spring
of wealth and leisure. Those are the two things which the world at heart most

desires.

If men could have all that they desire of both, how hard it would be for them

to think or care at all for the life to come.

Hany are ashamed of work. They all are afraid of want. But they like to

enjoy the pleasures of the flesh,
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from sacred history. The last night of Sodom. And we see

the two words summed up - one is from man and one is from God and Heaven. One says

terry. DBe at ease. UInjoy yourself, while you can. The other says, escape for thy
life. One says wait -~ don't be alarmed. Make yourself comfortable. The other says,
haste., Look not behind.thee. These are the mountains lest thou be consumed ~ flee.

One says, soul, take thine ease. Eat, drink, and be merry. The other says, thou

fool, this night, thy soul may be required of thee.

juestion is which everyone must answer for himself. Tt is always this.

ices shall T obey. ©all I sit down and be absorbed of the

¥
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earthly things in this world., And the sins which I have. Or shall T obey the voice

from Heaven. Shall T arise and shake off the dangers of this world and escape for

my life.

How to many, the preaching of qalvation;to them is just mockery. Foolish tall,

e

The cities of the plain - rioted in pleasure. The righteous n_exposed himself to

the mobs on the street ~ to warn his sons in law. And vet, there was that one word.
We will wait. MNow God's patience will not last always. The day of grace will end.
And I711 tell vou - it is going to be shorter than vou think. GCod's going to reign

fire and brimstone down upon vou.

Jesus was very compassionate. And he declares that there is a greater sin

that that which Sodom was over thrown. Tt is the &in 'of those

ho hear the Gospel,

i

call to repentance, and heed not. Tt is the sin of those who see the son of God

hang on the cross for their salvation and refuse to give him their heart. VWhen you
put off the first thing until vour dving hour -~ he says 1t will be more tolerable

for Sodom in the day of judgement - than for those people today who live their lives

and neglect the great salvation.
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who could be persuadedyiﬂ ese

ape the impending doom.

It is a dreadful thing in the sight of Cod for ‘men to slight.Godls.offer of

salvation. And the angels of mercy go back to him that sent them - and then it

will be time for the fires of wrath to be established. But the city has settled

down in quietness. The angels are now in Lot's house - inside the city.

If vou will ¥

e

The lesson of thelflood 'should never fade from the memory of man's heart. Hations

g,
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are not destroyed, ncr{éities either until thev are rotten-ab-the..core. And the
Horth wind does not snap a tree limb in the forest until it has been hastened as
a result of insects or worms that have already prepared it. And therefore, as

righteous.men, these angels came in to bring a warning of

the doom of the city. It is worthy of notice that God saved all of those that he
could. Lot was a sorry wreck. And Lot would have gone down with Sodom, and the

motives of the angels wvisit -~ the angels love us. And they came as a cause and as

a result of 6braham?s prayer. As he prayed for.this eity. And they came as an
ultimate result of God's mercy. The Lord being merciful to Lot and the angels went
to where Lot was. There came two angels to Sodom at evening. What did angels go
teo Sodom ~ yes, to Sodom. And it was fg; the salvation cf Lot.

7

If you had asked igiwﬁefore hand, he would have said that it would have been
&=

unthinkable, that I should be livin

in this city. And being prosperous and marrving

my daughters off with these men of Sodom. Along the highway of life, there is what
) g n 0L 20 2

we might call a twilight region between light and darkness. There is a border between

right and wrong. There are some acts that cannot be described as positively sinful,
But which certainly tend in that direction. And Lot was living a very fashionable

life here in Sodom.



