
DEFEAT  AT  DIEPPE
A PHOTO STUDY



FIRST CODE-NAMED 
“OPERATION RUDDER,” 
THE OPERATION HAD 

TO BE CANCELLED DUE 
TO BAD WEATHER.

LATER RE-MOUNTED 
AGAINST OBJECTIONS 

BY GENERAL 
MONTGOMERY WHO 

FELT THE SECURITY OF 
THE PLAN WAS NOW 

COMPROMISED,
 IT WAS THEN RE-

NAMED 
”OPERATION JUBILEE.”
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SOME CAPTURED 
GERMANS WERE 
TAKEN BACK TO 
ENGLAND



TANKS 
BECAME 
STUCK IN 

THE   
PEBBLE  
BEACH

















COMMANDOS IN SWIM 
SHORTS WERE AMONG 
THOSE CAPTURED



















Dieppe was in many ways a victory for German 
propaganda. The Third Reich largely described the Dieppe raid 
as a military joke, noting the amount of time needed to design 
such an attack, combined with the incredible losses suffered by 
the Allies, points only to incompetence. Joseph Goebbels and 
the Nazis manipulated newspapers and newsreels in order to 
produce propaganda regarding Dieppe as a major German 
victory. These attempts were made to rally the public opinion of 
the German people despite serious internal issues as well as a 
great many casualties lost daily on the Eastern Front.



On 17 August 1942, the clue "French port " appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph crossword (compiled by Leonard Dawe), followed by 
the solution "Dieppe" the next day; on 19 August, the raid on 
Dieppe took place. The War Office suspected that the crossword 
had been used to pass intelligence to the enemy and called upon 
Lord Tweedsmuir, then a senior intelligence officer attached to 
the Canadian Army, to investigate the crossword. Tweedsmuir, 
the son of John Buchan the author, later commented:

"We noticed that the crossword contained the word "Dieppe", 
and there was an immediate and exhaustive inquiry which also 
involved MI5. But in the end it was concluded that it was just a 
remarkable coincidence—a complete fluke"











Year after year, on August 19th, a 

small box arrived in the post for him. 

Its contents, a small piece of stale cake 

- a cruel reminder of his attempt to 

boost morale at the pre-raid briefing 

"Don't worry boys. It will be a piece of 

cake!"

Major-General 
John Hamilton 'Ham' Roberts









WHY DID THE RAID ON DIEPPE FAIL ?

SOME REASONS ARE GIVEN ON THE 
FOLLOWING SLIDE.  CAN YOU THINK 
OF ANY OTHERS NOT MENTIONED ?



1. Repeated postponement of the operation had compromised security.
2. German intelligence realized that a raid was imminent.
3. It guessed timing by studying tides and weather.
4. German troops were on full alert.
5. German positions around the port were not neutralized.  British Naval guns 

were not powerful enough to do so.  
6. There was no nearby air support dedicated to attacking targets identified 

by troops on the ground.  The RAF had no air superiority over the 
Germans.

7. The only fire support came from the Churchill tanks of the 14th Tank BN. 
Of the 29 tanks that landed, most became mired on the steep pebble beach; 
their tracks became impacted with stones. They became easy targets for the 
Germans and were unable to support the infantry.  

8. Failure of command and control.  General Roberts knew little of what was 
happening on the beach.  RTO’s on the shore were targeted. COMMO 
failed.  Casualties mounted.



Dieppe vets marking 70th anniversary of failed Second World War raid in France given 
heroes’ welcome.  A handful of Canadian veterans visit Dieppe, France, to mark 70th 
anniversary of disastrous raid in Second World War.

Dieppe veterans Fred Engelbrecht, 92, left, Arthur Rossell, 92, Roman Wozniak, 93, Russ 
Burrows, 93, and David Lloyd Hart, 95, are seen during the commemorations to honour Allied 
soldiers killed 70 years ago in a failed World War II invasion, in Dieppe, France.
Michel Spingler / AP 

DIEPPE, FRANCE—A handful of 
Canadian veterans were treated to 
a heroes’ welcome Sunday when 
they returned to the French coastal 
town of Dieppe to mark the 70th 
anniversary of one of the bloodiest 
and most disastrous raids of the 
Second World War.
Thousands of people lined the 
streets to greet the seven veterans, 
now all in their 90s, who are in 
northwest France to attend the 
commemorative ceremonies.


