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hade his way to the S. V. comer of 42nd Strect and SoLe MY

Mark 9:24

Tyl
enue to vis
R -

Laepe’
the Central Building of the gy Xork Iublic lLibrary. e pagsed the maggive 10:9/‘}/

that keep their vigil at the gates, climbed the marble sc—a_}r.a that would do a palace

justice, walked between the p@rs, through the ‘doors, and he was not prepared for
what he sy,inside. w_yﬁgiﬂgg_lq cases, mounted stamp_gpllections hanging
from the walls., Busts of notable §enefactors. A ata:_e. Rcs!:;goms. Tel?honea.

Check rooms. Stairs. And elevators. In a depressed, dagkv_mood - he turned to the

member of the staff and cried,w

unrelated projects, causes, ‘and activities. What one is likely to see as he comes
to the Riverside Church, depends on the day and the hour that the 992_ I8, or through

the doors he enters.

There are q‘} Sorts of ttépgs that go on in that building. %’ cafet)ia,

parkiy,facilities. radi sr./gtion, elya}:_ors. And when the‘map)\_gql,p_g;nted out to

e .o

him that he was in a church building - he asked this. T d the fait «
e

Leeling that @ft books »g7r'e to a library - (faith ,~1§7'to a church. If there were

~ >

books, there would be no 1 . And if there is no faith, there is no chugrch.
ok p-iigee 0 gy paues S0 50 Sy

-
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I think this is a good text and a good chlggg@_qu? to think about today.
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In the midst of a world that needs some faith.

Z
slto say about faith. Without faith it is

S—— 0 N
impossible to please God. Heb. 11:6.

G o
_@_ E[)j.¥s are possible to him who believes. Mark 9323,

I/ I
in Roms-14:23 - whatsoever is not of faith, is sin.

Ve are told in the Bible that faith can move_.,nounsainn, It can set a man

straight with God. It can generate hope and love.

What shall we @ and how shall we define this wonderful, desirable

1
thing called faith. 'I'hs writer ofsuebrﬂﬁ}saya, the assurance of things hoped

for, the conviction of things not seen. 'Mﬂ.\

P

-~

) / ‘defined it as a steady and certain knowledge of the divine

benevolence, towards us - which be{ﬁgwm_ﬂm_sws_&_&

Christ, is both revealed to our minds. And confirmed to our hearts, by the

lHoly Spirit. @é ge E Earticigatiog in God. wﬂ put it.

,,,,,

/
We miﬁh“a‘& this in angther way by saying, wismuc faitg, whatever
e \

else a church may have - it is nothing. v~
- N t— —— ————
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Yes, wighggq_ﬁgizh,_izqis 1mposs{2£gﬂeven for a church, to please God.

roup in the United States, and the largest free church

in the world, is Southerh Baptist. With 3\%._0_00 churches, 1_&_@5}_4;9_11_-.”&0:3, and

part of a world body of Baptists of about 36 million, in 120 countries around the

world.

@,, re Southern Bagﬁgp -Wy stand for. What is thew

~/
It stg;&; with God, the Father. The Som, Jesus Christ. (EE529;;;hg;hxough—sho—nizgin
Mary. And q&g}ggg_Li%g, his death on the cross, as a;ggggggs_ig;j;in. His burial

and resurrection the _:.hitd}ay. Then ﬁg%g:gi as the means of salvation - as
h%_éifﬁ_ii_Qgsdﬁﬂhlﬁi‘“&ﬂ- We need to put that down = (faith.,) You will discover

that (all)who claim th t say that is, what they believe. (We)may differ

on how to organize a church, or how to express some of the doctrines, but this is where

we have a common ground of understanding.

And it is faith that we believe, thacg do not believe, that we are the only-
omz_s_saved. Now there are sgome gigggg of Baptists or Inw_gaptiats who act

as though that they are the onlz ones who believe a certain way. Bu:(ééékfiiggf

that a person who r‘zﬁgﬁi'°f-ﬁiﬁ—§“ﬁﬂ calls on Jesus Christ to save them from their
p— v

sins, and believes upon him as Lord,

N 'Sdhthern Bagtists!do not believe that they are better Chris;%;ga than anyone

else. In fact, we are a pretty sorry lot when it comes to our mission giving and

other things.

“We beli chat(weghave a special revelation. That God has given just to us.
R
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We do not have any gg&ﬂin-;.hleég_with any Commandments. But we do have some

Doctrines about our faith that we believe in.

very briefly, (ekeliove that the Bible ds to be our salesyphoripy for fa

and pteg;ice. The Word of God, we believe, that an open Bible, and open mind, and

open heart - to be led by the Holy Spirit of God will lead us to know the truth,

W the wm a Wty when we have a

structure of 34,000 separate free-stanfling churches that voluntarily chose to

. ’ - ADA-" %“
participate. Tk HiW~ b7 R i are Bo s Sz — e W - TN

We also believe that repentance and faith are the sole conditions of salvation.
S V a

( ad must I do to be saved -@iﬂgglgzgf_your sins. (g:iieyeronpthe Lord Jesus Christ

and thou shalt be saved. w%neans %ﬁ 1735( be reaponaib%e and\ﬁjzzal_"“’ 5
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We have faith to believe in the symbolism of the ordinances of baptism, and of

"y 1;Li1§ihe Lﬁ“—
the Lord's Supper. th 'W&” Mﬂf I Pen{ o 77;‘?"(‘} «o(“
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New @wis ls.part.ol b)- mdw thegesauldnot be the, VhTh

chutces It iQL?X praye;)that everyone in our fel}owship will become excited about.7; =
- e b Y

our church and her ministry - that every congregation will center around the great-*'“-r{
ur _church r ministr ;

things that God is doing. Now this will cause others to be excited and want to know

what is going on. When they know that, they will want to know our Lord, and be a

: \ wly hﬁt«
part of the things that are happening.glj:“?"“w m
S, fr New- ‘émﬁ. P Gonda, o M‘—vvw.ﬂ'
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There are @at I want to say about No Faith - No Church.

Mited ~DowkT™ 1 Life : Mibpphid WK rad

e |

@ is always mixed with(doubt. And if it has - like g

B —

— \\
In our feripture)text, we read, about \tk 9:14-29,% That

- : :
Z. eter, Jame)s,,and Jolﬂ,ﬂent up into the Mt. of Transfiguration in the North country
ol i -

<

near Caesarea Philippi. In the meanwhile, thef remaining @ine- - on
%}tb’e flats b;].ow, were approached by @ g.:.mlo wanted heeling for his e_ggcg}_;;lc
s0n.

ﬂ\&'ﬁ\:.;lgof the matter is, that(M one of theséams\;' fared very w’éll.,;‘
i — 2 RN A

—— t—

\%&un of Disciples did not know what to do on tlé Mour; . The Me
po%ss to help in the @5»)

cham down from the Mountain with the three Disciples and
V.}onfronted this dw The éad's?condition was pitiful., He had all

of the symptoms of epilepsy. Foaming at the mouth, and g}j.;;&g his teeth. And

Jesus faced the a\gﬁ_g_tx_s‘_ﬁ&ther. And the Ws recorded - he asked the
\(‘)— faéber,(iﬁ long has he had this:f The Fat}er replied,( Etgm ildhood. Bum

cap _do anything - have pity and heglp us.
S =P

%
Jesus responded, like 1f you can =~ ag/_;_geb you remember came to Jesus and said,

Lord, (if you will - you can make mer’clc;.g_n Mark 1:40.

— T S
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]:. }2 llere,!&ou Eg. is the bagj the Fathexr- can do. Amsweted.@g&_&

- —

all things are possible to him who be esf And immediately the father came back

~

a7
with the most @m{esaim, to be found anywhere in writing. Lezdy-d-believe,
i

: =
ViZH help thou mi belief. is a mix Lord, L b : .
elp ou mine unl e (l'lere s a ture ord, w llﬁlgm

And he said this both at the same time, and the same man was saying this. If we get

this Scripture, of this man, crying out - now we find that the nearest followers that

Jesus had. His uthat he had chosen were beaten, were bggfled, were helBlesa.

And they were ineffective.

B

|
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e The ONky ovw, WL, £ b Tk w'&w"“‘z ?"'
V2 _ An aid ' t)x‘hen we cannot deal with an ultimate W ©—"%
] ¢ . /

situation, then the thing to do is to deal with the situation with faith. Let me

/ /) =
get on with the presént task. W&_&Qp&g_mg state of the world -
e R~ — T

we may as well despair. Then let us get into action and let us do what we can about
our(small corner)of the world. We may sémetime@ despair of the church. Then we need
to get into action on our part of the church. (Jesusgdid ngtl_qit there paralyzed at

>
the slowness of men's minds. And this was the surest way to ngié;ﬁgggi&&,m - to

take immediate action. To him that believeth, said Jesus. All things are possible.
—— — e ————————— -

It was as if(Jaeusbaid, the eura of your boy depend

This seems to be a truth. (fe_sppEeach.to_gaything in the siibieaf Niopelessncss.
makes, it hopeless. DBut the aag_roasl’g to anything in the SW, neaRE, Lo make
‘ ' = :
w That's what our-gggg_e;_;n’e‘n need a sense of the possible. Most of us

are cursed with a sense of the impossible. But here is the attitude of faith. And
they had come seeking for Jesus - he had already dealt with the Disciples. And the
man's faith was badly shaken and there was some doubt in it., And he was saying, help

me if you can.

How this happens that sometimes that people get less than they hope for from some
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church., Or some servant of the church. They think of a man of God and they are

disappointed. But Jesus Christ never disappoints. So here is the matter of the

mixture of faith with doubt. /
lI\J "‘[‘ o (l

N

E)é")wé ?, ~

a}’ql\)) is also@}i.igto life. This is the way faith operates. @e’e_p_ly\
dg__gg_hﬂnm? It is not a case that we get our f?_i,E}l all worked out intellectual.
But it is how we @this faith together in life's situations. A”—‘éﬁ Aeffesie] Rell=J0n] [
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expressed his faith - he got his faith as “owWall,
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Now this was the thing that

- he was a choice young fellow. Hi-s,w - he came from a solid

home. But he was going through aw - as he walked through life,
/,
he confessed that there was a void in his life. And he was saying,m
t)
that I beldeve ..

Suddenly this minister he was talking witi@k_ﬁﬁe young man one question.

lle was speaking in love and concern. But (ghat)w

Mlle went on to suggest that he really had (fe-w negia} at the present that
required faith. His fat and his moﬂg were payi&the bile at college. lile had

profeiw_xg who cared about him, He had ah*(o go back too. All things had been
v
provided for him, d you do with more faith now, (:; }l'ou had it., What would

/
you do - and what do you need more faith for anyways.
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Now if we understand the Bible correctly, therg‘u_aw
ew. It is Wod, that we can

expect great things f_mm_(.‘.gd., If we are content to (play the status game, the pleasure
.—/74_ —‘7 ‘___—7

game, we really don't need faith to do that kind of thing. You can go on until you

are 65 and you wouldn't need faith for that.

Dut now Q: &ou are trying to thf un‘b_emf, of pre“ese. of

We, it is then that God will give you and give us faith. We will know as we

£O.

t - he really didn't know how jgggly he

believed = until hiﬂtame to h nd said Jew_nm_

die. He found in his_soul at that time, JobJddédagto aay,
will I trust him. W.’ And that was(what.! was happening in

the val}ax_ that day, when this man was dealing with Jesus. I believe, help my
— ——
dcﬁ:/b,ts, I am right here in the Mmd that is where faith is.
—

In fachce said, that Chgistianity dis rooted in life,
That is lived upon this earth. He t,gld,&hem who spent the night
-, —e — /-/" Np——.

in a tent, on the /desert ~The next morning, he said to the guide,(qomeon‘ézwsqd

by last night., For I see hi.é"‘w sand. The MOoped down and

examined the print. And then he replied, not one sir, bu - ssed by. Each

-

one followed the steps of his leader. It is thus that we seek to do.
" —

\

,w that make the pathway glow. Ve will follow the steps of

Jesus, whssever t:hex gﬂ Mary Slade.
- S
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Faith 17/m1xed with @. }a}ch by, Aixed with\(ﬁife)

III. MULTIPLIED WITH gﬁinﬁ -
. This 1is the final word. Now( £ iplied with because he is the

resourcelof fai

. When you talk about your Ef;;h.- you talk about Jesus. Now we
commonly think of Jesus as the Wf our faith. As indeed, he %a. But he is also
the souriﬁle our faith. And we believe in him. And we believe through him, and like

him.

And quite then} we need to think how his faith generated. Only too well, we
know how ugpelief and pessimism are generated. But what is it that generates faith.

The answer - I believe. It is that Jesus is the one who multiplies my faith.
R

“— Let me remind you of oqe of theéouM It was
) Virtually even the critice will agree from first to last

that Jesus was conscious of God.

You can go through all of thquoséc;;Iand you can trace every one of the traditions

- and you can look at the Parables and the teachings of the Kingdom of God. And study
arables Ain

the Lord's Prayer. And all of these, you will find that w

God.
e

y ( h‘haézl am saxinﬁ is, as we draw nea; ‘to Jesu.@éi;ind that our basic trust in
God

is contaﬁious.
s [

— On the other hand, when wg,. around with some :eo:le." we find ourselves - we
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will drift into dirty speech. Into a different way and a different pattern of life.

When we hang around with other people, we will become critical because they are
——.. R

W But when we begin to keep company with Jesus, we start to believe.

@brings us to faith. And he is faith's most reliable witness and most
. ‘—_V ¥

v

convincing spokes . His life awakens falth. And he inspires our doubts to believe.

NWJM It g Bosure
WMd multiplies our faith. And that is why it is@cir?_g_@* for us to_ggd

the Scriptures. And that is why it is important for us to a%%ch and worship.

And that is why it is important to us to be aware of the 'S‘Ki;n all around us.
\—_— -

" (@r; Péte l:he Chineee_gigg_inmy, who spoke in our church sometime ago -
wrote as/boo %k In Faith". The Chinese characte@ meaning faith - is made
up of two parts he says. The part on the left . It looks a little like an

inverted y. And it is chew It means a standing person, or

a person who stands &9:,/ The more complicated portion on the right is l., And it

means a_word of E,r_o%se. About this word, Dr. Lee sags, "W
'gi am - he said is a Eerson of faith{ lle stands on his word and does not breakm

it. So he is a person of faith. Or a fait:h__f'gl,J)_exson.

ol g Troelon v W'
) JL o -(-1\.“,7
Py i > k*:;\“ﬁx_ 7‘;:2‘ oo wp';,a~ W'orlr_‘v Rl—wvd«. WTA«.‘_ 7‘/“ "}'(1 ‘/

Wspf S T o
A Christian standinﬁ firmlz on Gog g xg‘d or B;gmise, may be referred too as a

person of faith in God. God is a God of faith. lis word or promise is dependable.

God will never break his word or promise, to his believers. lNow we are the children of
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God. We should put our complete trust in him - and he will carry us through all

trials and all difficulties, on to victory. stand fimlyw

romiss which we han made to God! We should not Eo back on our word. God is } 'ﬁ«

< Ao " Trad >‘4U‘>w‘ B

faithful - so @e)must be, faithful.‘NE o o Ohavan.
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< Pau?_ puts this - by saying, Gal, 6:10 - that (we_become members of the household

of f 1. It is our faith that constitutes us as Christians.

v 'dw\v‘(

’/‘: "* %q,w.;kd .

. The ss of S B. C.) is_its people., The rwu their
e Ao
e 7/ "')
#’/ /

It is my judgement that‘ cannot do much for others, or for long, until we know

who we are - and wh\at we believe./ But it is also true that we cannot implament what
u—__’/ >

we do not have.

The church is more than the sum of its parts. DBut we must!:’_g;go; that the

M ,;Dzm MJKAWMM—V\.. hEM
w\zoé-b’v HM,%“‘WJ,M

§ ‘ Muﬁﬁ ;,.;n;n:dem Thins Zw,gm.u., ST

( -N_g‘,'r'u&‘rﬁ.,'frwm b i bmfv.\_» MMM RCF '
e o I E o e o %Q% Frold_ = / ..( J
Aunsord ? we aearch hrough the iptures > we will find many speaking of( faith/in the

Ve

<grst person.} ’I‘he Lord is g =mm This one thing I do. He loved me and gave

himself for me.

Now those who love his church, can do nothing more or better for it - now than

to look to their faith. The question is( how? is it with you and your faith. ,7
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Do you really expose yourself to Jeaug

Do you prize your faith and treasure it.

»

am convinced of that.

for freedom, for its dee
mour spiritual -.f"“':& the community where he grew

A was saved. The 1ittle clapboard

Help thou my unbelief. -a sgi?ﬂu&l reverse - a 59"‘““‘1,""1}!‘.‘]

to vis where , th
P :'Euw-h was about tow_ down - the mm-bmk“‘
pulpit and wx ] The father pointed out ¢t here
the family aTways sat.  And I went down this gisle, whe as
Saved,
As they started out, the boy said, What 1s : The

bell rote = I used to come o‘fly 50 I could ring Dad-
dy, reckon the bell is stil) here? e pulled and felt the

weight - yes | believe it is, Daddy, why d,
bell . He pulled - the boy said, Hinc
father and son rang the bell!

Then, someone stepped ‘in the door, : ing on? Em-
barrassed, the father explained, When they step tside, the
usa i ,

1 of people, The Daddy, you said when you
0 ring the bell, p = dhd you went inside and
read t = why don' e them inside and _s0ng.
They Wwent inside - righted the Pulpit and the p -
Sang a song. Thus a4 church that had faded away was reorganized

and became a | mic witnessing church - because a little
Y /| . boy s:td. Let's”
= o' / wond: : - me for you to W
\/I 7 . again = "o - 100G since s1ipped away - commitments or-
V\@ : gotten - a commitment to Jesus Christ, to His church, to faith
o oy {n God. The greatest contribution we can make to oyr nation
\ U ij and to our God g 0 give our hearts to Jesus Christ and become

Lz is t
=) D - a Christian, first of all,
' Lu Would you 11ke to say, Lord, Lﬂl“ﬂ-w.,in
my beart? Think about it a moment - andw '






