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MISSING IN ACTION
Judges 5:28

INTRODUCTION:

During World War II, I received a letter from a man in Illinois, in
™ / -t -

which Mr. Roy told, about his son being missing in action. It turned out
—— anand

that his son was a pfiggner. And this was a rough experience for the

family.

We are(%amiliar withtnews of this kind over the radio, and in the

newspaper, about brave men of recent days - pilots who have been shot down

in the war - captured or either lost_ in the jungle.
£ B,,¢/ ost, jung

In our own area, you remember the(jwqﬂggggggg;é)who went off on a camping

trip - thought they would drop uté:///é mothers and grandmothers were worried.

Now we could search the newspapers and the magazines for many such gQQd(étories>

to tell you about this. But there is one that is good in th Scripturé)

~Note the story - Judges 5:28.

/;%i;'gpn)had gone to war. Like some of the mothers and fathers who are

here in this service.

@;;;Eii, she was waiting for his return. She wants a letter and she wanted

to get regular news about him. And she was hoping that nothing would happen

to him just like people today.

{Third} bad news arrives. He is mlSSl
e e e —

issing in action. That could mean that
o \ ————
he might be )

lost from his ggg; Second he might have been captured. Third,
J==’_*-"*-~—

he might be deady///
p——
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(EOurt§; mother's/love never fades> She cries and hopes that -he will
N - =7

soon comes. She t@rries - this is a sad picture -~ waiting for someone who
— —

will never come. The Bible says she looked. And this means as she looked

out, she(?ent forward)ea§g§%y looking. Her(gaﬁ)had been accustog%g to return

as a conggorer. And doubtless she thought that he would so_return now. But

her thoughts seemed to have trgpbled her. She must have heard something of

the reports, that went through the land.

that disturbed her, the (fime)for returning was fully come.
There was no _appearance of her son. vfrom the battle-

field that she could rely on.

From the( upper, airy rooé} standing at the window where she had a command-

ing view of the road, out into the great distance - she looks keenly and
m—-—'—“—\ﬂ P

l%fgens. But ng’ggjg;; is seen. The rolling of the chariot wheﬁig/are not

heard. There is no triumphant procession filling up the scene. All is<;ile§f§

She(éfies through the 1atice)- now that speaks of an anxious heart.

=

That is the cry of one who cares. One who acknowledges. @g@ did his chariot
M? ~——n.

QEl%Z'his coming. @E:Qtérrz the wheels of that chariot. The latice is opened

to which the cool air is admitted.

This cry denotes that here is<%?patien?9-is he never cgﬁjng. Why does
he ;Egggr. How could she fail to be anxious. ng_ig,zfjggs§;ble that there
has been a mountain slide and some stones have rolled across the gfgh, the

road. Or could it be that his chariot has lgst_abmhss}.

V. g9>— Her(wise ladie

they say, not b

suggest the account for the delay. It is caused

efeat. What else in all of reason could it be.




He has a vast army and it could not be otherwise. Whatever thoughts could
— b /

they entertain. He is now taking an unusual quantity of spoil from the down-

trodden people. He is now searching the bodies of the slain. He is robbing the

homes of their treasurers.
—

Now while these females speak of these corrupt tﬁiggs, it reveals their

age and their times. It is a very sad picture that we have before us.

Qggggzgzgxnother waiting, sitting, watching wearily for the coming of one who

has already met with death in the tent of Heber's wife. She was waiting for
D

one that would never return. Vainly waiting for the dead. The cause of her

vain waiting is the cause of why so many still wait in vain. The want of a

knowledge of the truth. A(ﬁEEEEE§E§>of doom arrives - and brief but terrible

7
is his report. The great battle is lost. Sisera's mighty army is destroyed.
- =
Sisera met a tragic death, at the hands of a woman. And she had put him to
. 7
death ip t - and so the curtain falls. Judges 14:18-24.

=’- tod i Y ways. 1 think it

has ghzg;cal~31gnif1cance, fgifiEggg;31gn1f1cance, g§f§9g31-51gn1f1cance, and

Now this has s

eternal significance for each person who is here.

I. <¥HYSICA1:£IGNIFICANCE

Absentén the fle;@ from the occupied or accustomed place.
7

The(éarablé of the(gg;;E)that was lost to the fold was out of his customary
-

place - his ususal safe place.

The(ggzggzé of the(:gg;\was lost to usefulness - and was missing from its

usual place and hence was physically lost. Missing in action.



Now this is what<§¥esident Kennedy)said about so many of this generation

/7
being missing. We are endanger of losing our will to fight. To sacrifice, to
74
endure. The slow corrosion-of luxury is beginning to show.

When we think about éggzzzga)forebearers facing the frqggggr, surviving

a Civil War, and two World Wars. Toiling through drought and depression. Then
= T T A —==

we see how the ‘Presiden t was rig‘E; in his assessment - of g

up and people dropping out, getgigg_gg;_of the action. No longer does a girl

e
want to strain to become a beauty queen. We'd m drop out than to dig
. -
e

Al Capp, who originally was the ggghor of comic strip Lil Abner said that
_ . =

he never dreamed that Lil Abner would actually become 11fe — in which men and

women would ooof off - would want to sggg_ghg,mnxld_sg_th;_;hgy_cguld,gei_gg;

-~ and be missing in action.

In SgE_EEéBQiSco, New York's East Village, London's King Street - a reckless

way of life has been offered

examples of new oes and they become trapped imn this.

Now @ ago we called them &ypsies. And then they were called/hobos.
h /

With a banjo singing songs. They bummed rides on freight trains, hitch-hiked

and drifted. They were professional théeves. They were tired of social

pressures.

(Sam Cole} the king of the ho traveled through all but 17 of rld's

countries.,/ﬁg_ggig_ygfkigg_was for horses. And he preached good will and

brotherhood. He took odd jobs - but mostly he sponged. Everywhere he wentthe

PORRSEE—

said he met droves of people who were fed up with workipg just to pay off the
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loan companies. His advise —(drop ou€> Vanish.

They have similiar ancestors in the Begg:g%;k and in the Hip-Talk.

P A

If only they had begun with thein which God initiafed in the

first and second command@gnt. Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind and thy neighbor was thyself.

7/ 7
~ on money they make on occasional jobs, pan-handling and free-loading.

= e —

Communicating through their bodies -~ please touch. This becomes a way of
/ .

But éi;;;;;5§\drqpfout and live from hand to mouth, on money from home

life.

But they are (ig;)sheep without a shepherd - involved in a quest for
7

the meaning of life. Searching for somebody to give them an answer which
€ meaning O il

has authority in it. And yet rejecting all of life.

In the(areek and Roman)time, quite often a 20 year old youth was an

officer, commanding an army. of a soldier conquoring the empire. éAléxander

the Greatjwas only'g;_when he conquored the Balkans. He was only gzLjﬂggL_
he established the ¢ity of Alexandria in Egypt. (E?)the time young American

dogggzﬁ_hagg~%9t their shingles ~ Alexander had conguored most of the
ancng;,wcfiﬁff—’f”ﬂ”#’v—d’—jgg;ﬂ;;§§j=\when he forced his nobles to crown

him Zar of

was only 1Z,when her army captured

Orlea During the Middle Ages, youth 10 vears QEQ) became household knights
— 7
and nobles - or either had already started as an apprentice in a trade.

There was Qg\diffe;ggcg_in the Mid-Evi which distinguished the child

from the .adult., The child could walk and talk - he entered the adult world.



But social conditions improved and changed, and families became able

to get along without the earnings of their children. And szﬁ)leisure time
8etl ; - =1 . =2

and witfathers were able to send their biight off-springs

to college. And usually it paid off financially an the kids loved it. But

(e

our wish to stay as immature as little children is a fancy dream. Today,

provides little work, chores_are a thing of the past. When éost?people
-

/
t§15—399%5:§g£§, thgzﬁggggzgggggzigl‘with reference to long hours and low

Egya<and short vacations. Unless a person usually comes from the farm, the
ot vakarle

image of honest toil is considerably tarnished. Because one has to be an

[

expe at leisure, water skiing, dancing, T. V. watching, etc.
PErE S ~1.51 - LA -ching

So dg;;;Z;ily this has a significance for us today. We are becoming a

generation of people who are missing in action.

IT. SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE

Now I'11 let you use zouréimaginating)a great deal at this point. But

here is a young(son) who goes and lives in Florida and he drops out at the

age of He Tebells against everything his parents stood for. Leaving home,

e e~
LR

he went to California. He was broke, he was 1ggg;y, he was discouraged. He
, L3 ;

tried drugs and drink. He was hitch-hiking one day when a truck stopped.
-G QtUgs 474 at-nn. s T Uex
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Three fellows in a truck. When they(égiéa)where he was E%EEEJ he answered,

no where. Then they said, get in. And they stopped because they sensed that

this young man had a need. They took him in, they love im. They prpvided

for him. And they lad him to an experience with Christ. That boy's life was
=

/
completely(transforme&. He went back to his parents. He married a Christian

girl and is now attending a university. A new creature in Christ Jesus. He
—— A -

is no longer missing in action spiritually but he has found what he needs.
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So many times, concerning(ééééééééé})this happens. The preacher preaches

on[some sin Jand then the person who hears it, his chair or pew is vacant. He

becomes one missing in action because he doesn’'t like it.

The(ﬁgman's Missionary Union}— when the women plan a certain program -
- —

and here is a woman who didn't like it. And then she didn't like the course

they were traveling ~ and so she bailed out. And she becomes one missing in
———7

-

action.

[ t—

Here's the(ghnday School)— a great arm for Bible Teaching. But because

of some little incident in the Sunday School, or maybe a teacher who is very
= —Z - 7

abrupt and who does not convey the love of Christ through his actions. This
7

person may say, well, I'll drop out. And so he becomes one missing in action.
T o

Some have been/missing from church)action so many years and have been
' ~ 7

They are now spiritual wrecks. And this has a very

vital significance for you spiritually. Are you missing in action in the

church.

ITII. PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE

First @ave) you been missing in actionm.

sin put you out of action. Has sin silenced your testimony.
<

that ww, fajithful or unfaithful, the Lord is going

T

to greet them in Heaven, 'well done'", my good and gracious servant. Matt. 25:19-24.
veLs THRR

R S
The (verdicp of missing in action is on you. Now it says something - @
[ —— r——

you are missing in action - this éé;gjsomething for you.
— c , ,

——



’Eirsfj’it ééllﬁfﬁnglthat yggggéIe_nnthigélfnx_his*ch%ﬁgb.

Ssgpnﬂj it(E%lls God)that(gén has capturegzgour life.

;Lhirﬂj’it.&glls God-that you ag{idead spiritual%y)and perhaps_you have.
il 4 —

never had a new birth.
< =

Phil. 4:18 -

> experienced. She was beautiful.

(Whaé you need is what
Everything was beautifu%iggpept her 1if Her long blond haiy dangled down

N

over her smock and it draped: her body. Bu¥

with the ideaithat the place was draped with lgye. And I can't get over it.

Everyone seems to love each other. Now that was b

, .
klage/r)>on, she met Jesus Christ. And looking back, ‘she said, God has been

fore she ist. But

looking for me all of my life. And togight he has finally found me. We should
e &____-—-—’—'7
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have hit ears ago.

The awgff&ffﬁ_ﬂf,ééiﬁﬁ_%gst. The deep crgxing for idenity in her ljfe.

It had personal significance when she cqgg_;g_kngm_thg_%gggh. You shall know

the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:32.

For the son of man is come to seek, to save that which is lost. Luke 19:10.
PR - - - - —

Now this is[éxactly)what happened to(EéééEE) His experience had personal
ey = — T

significance for him. Here he was missingwinwéggion 7<§EBP°58d to be preachinE)

at But here he is resting in the belly of(aﬁalg) Missing in action

when he should have been preaching at Nineveh. And this had periggal significance

for Jonah.



IV. ETERNAL SIGNIFICANCE
s

Lort
I talked about physigal, spilyal, and pe;S}rgal = missing in action.

s

Now we close by talking about@eternal aspect of it.

L=

, missing in actionﬂiin war’ is horrible.) It was a tragic thing that

J

that - looked through the window while her son was missing in action in

the war.

@ the most miserable thing is for a man to'/;ge missing from God.}{/
25 = - , 4

This is much worse.

Consider the illustration of the )rich maa in Hell, Missing that which was

ete%. And missing in action at this point certainly has vital meaning for

i
I —

a man.

Think about thektv(;: viféins.} When the show-down came, and when the door

L SNy

was shut. Five of them were missing eternally - and they missed out on
—t T —

eternity.

Q about you today. Some day the newspaper is going to read - so and so

died. It will give your name, your address, your age. And may say a few things
about you or some of your relatives. But the thing about that announcement is

going 6’:0 be forevey) That is an eternal announcement. It has eternity
< o [ —

attached to it and you are going to be missing in action forever.
tached y going g

[

A who had difficulty wiét_@__g_l_gg_b%‘ but conquored it, on her

way to a television studio called a taxi. The {river)leaned back in his seat
- o

{

and sa_i@%nger, New York is”like Hell. It is & horrible place to
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live. Everygof%/is at everybody 3153'§_Eh£%%Fs competition is killing, it
is confusing. The worst confounded.

The onE%Qgéé£§>said, I gon't blame you driver for feeling that way.
I\EESQ_;QALhink like that myself a while ago.
7

\ 7
t:::lﬂon't you think that way now;he asked.
— 74

4
Well, she replied, I've made a discovery that has given me the strength
: —

to be able to tggg*ﬂgmgibxk.

The glanced back with suspicision - what do you mean. Now don't

start telling me that you've got religion.

Y/
/i~§2212,£§£9_29w you describe it she said, but I have something deep within
M’““*&———'?—' — e

me. It keeps me calm and untroubled even in New York.
_____7/

I 2/

{
(Egé%;ﬁizs_zgg;gggr- he asked her.

She answered, each day I read in my Bible where I left off the previous

day. I read on until I get a verse that offers help for the new day. This I
-»-—-7_, =

copy out and carry with me., I find it in;piring.
——— - —

I 4
(you get a verse this morning - he asked, with increasing interest.

. 1
Yes, I did, she said. Now that I_think of it - it seems to have been

-—

SEEE_EQE—XQH more than for me.
ore than for m

/

W
(ﬁéii} let me hear it anyway, he remarked.
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She reached into her purse and took out a_slip of paper. And just
before reading it she said, you spoke of New York being confusion worse

confounded. Listen to this - "God is not the author of confusion but of

peace”. I Cor. 14:33.

| ‘r
Let)me see that thing, said the driver, as he reached back for the slip
: E 1e¢ back

of paper. He held it in his right hand as it rested against the wheel. And
7

e s

Shi_gfééﬂﬁigg and then passed him a tip. He brushed the tip a%ége saying,
1 COU;SELE,EEES_E-ElP from you - you have given me something this morning - more

7
than all the tips that I will collect--foday.

every now and then he glanced at it. When they reached their destination,

(z:zgg‘are to remain steadfast in our allegiance to the highest, like this

young woman, we should dail

require(inner renewal/and the Bible is an unfailing
reservoir of spiritual power., At this source we may constantly renew our
strength. And this is something that must take place in a man's heart day

by day.

and the next life. Phil. 1:23., Paul says, I am in a straight - between two
-—“———7

- having a desire to depart and be with Christ which is far better.

Dr. Alderidge

died when he was seven/years of age. He said that he would never forget that
L

I remember , a wonderful Christian man saying that his(ﬁother)

- it would never leave him. He could never get away from it. He said,

especdally the last two hours. He said he had two brothers - ogﬁ’was four years

old and the other two, And the children were called in from across the street.

They were invited to come into the sick room and there at seven years of age
o —————r——

V4 /,
he dropped on his knees and kissed his mother., She S%ingGOd save my boy./
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They were the last words she ever spoke. Presently,(E::lgggggg, who

. . . . +/
was a physician said - she’s gone.
T i /"
Missing here - but present with God.
i/‘\ — e e,

This t to say something to your heart. ill)you be missing

——a 7

in action or @ill)you be present wighygoé,

'__‘__,——w
——/



