MARRIAGE IS FOREVER

MATTHEW 5:27-32
INTRODUCTION

Perfect purity is to characterize the gew man in Christ. ht that tends
to dispupt the sacred relationship of husband and wife, the foundation of the family is

to be banished. There

:w@ that so distro;s the moral character of the person as the

sin of s

Vm/ beirlg} by saying, 'Ye ‘have hearg that it is said by them of old times." Verse 27/{
’

The sgarlet sin was strictly farbidden in the Qld Testament.

This is the 7th commandment - Exodus 20:14. This was an act of impurity and personal

purity is at stake. Now GhatdJesus is about to point out is who or what will control a man
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is as important as the law concerning anger and murder, the commandment we considered last

week.
In it says, "Wherever vou go, you find people speaking of the new s
the new’f;gedom, the sexual revelution. L '
I

They all add up to the same thing. Permissiveness of anything goes/
This is true in all social levels. In condu in manners, in dress, and sexual
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relationships.

@gre._living in a sex obsessed spociety. We see pornogragh; on the newstands, It is
the theme of the motion pictures and the modu:n.mm%s. The use of sex appeals in

It is impossible to open a magazine, watch television, see the billboards on the highways

without being reminded of the fact of sex,

a aav? i "
V Now I say did Jesus say? osoever looketh on a woman." Now the
e not very popular today since so manyppeople desire to live as animals,

but Jesus is going to give a grasp of truth in the New Testament. '"Thy shalt not commit

adultery. " He says sin ’-" and of deeds. It is something

withinsthe heart that leads to the actiom.




Jesus says there is a in your heart. There is something that is foul. Now

beaklik_e__t}ggt_,%because God_gdg_him_pe:&g;, but sin has enterediin
highly respectable men and.women who would never dreamzf committing an act of adultery,

but with their minds they enjoy sinning in the imagination. @you don't believe it,

you check on the k‘wj_nm]; some people read, the kind of literature. Thgy enjoy
P

‘E; Now you would@dream of doing these things yourself but you are doing them by
Pro: You are sinning in your heart and mind and in your imagination by reading novels,
biographies and reviews of books.

There are 'who try to explain away their failure by saying, "I was born
IL!g_e__El_m_a’t:JjL Look at that other man., He isn't like that. Well, you don't know the other

man' s case. The great trouble, (Jesus )said, is in the heart. And soihe gave the exact

quote of the 7th commandment, "Thou shalt no commit adultery." As you will recall the

s had to do with the relationship to God. The ommandments
deal with the relationship of people with each other to accomplish the purpose as the

people of God as a good society., Not to kill, not to steal, not to _l_i,e, not to commit

Jesus went he 7th commandment to the matter of lust. deﬂloc believe) that
-

Jesus was speaking of natural, mormal attractiveness men and women have for each other.
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I don' t think that this grohibits men and women from recognizing and appreciating the
attractiveness of each others persons or personality.

But the "1°°1‘EE_3_8W—1“9 after her" means to look with a view
to an improger:relg;j.onship. Lusting means to __pﬂd;: an adulterous relationship, to
dwellcg it in the mind and to let your imagination run wild.

Jesus - of this problem was nolless drastic than his gpproach to murder,
[ ——

You rememberllast week, we talked about, he saici if you were,

This means at least two things, - the ca sin originates
within the-maa, not outside him. He has no right to blame another. His own mind should

be made up concerning such temptation.



e Tl MW s G e Ll e s
%MM wb““-"’tmx‘bw to AU Fo
t”-pw\, i W
if _a man is emot:lonallz untrue to hia wife, he is po;.e.n_.tial].y_m.tmg tohher.

Suppress the former and you will kill the latter that'will be born in his heart.

@ this does not mean that it is just as bad to thinl; about the scarlet sin as it

is to_practice it. @ the desires with which God endows us at creation are sacred.
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They have a sublime place.

S A d advertises it's evening movie with the words "_It:_'i_se_{git_ign_ul;

For normal people, sex does not have to he promoted or stimulated. For them it needs to
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be restrained and controlled until it can be expressed according to Godggiven time and
circumstances.

Movies, television, radio, literature which remind of sex, are sowing seeds of
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adu/lggg in the minds that otherwise might find freedom in purity.
The @ Mohammedans compel their women and girls over 12 to wear veils and
cover their 1imbs to the ankles and elbows, lest a man he tempted. A.vithouthhigh

ideals is 1like an automobile without a steering wheel. /

L~

at)is it hthat leads to adultery? The way we dress, the movies, the preseat

ttitudes which encourage it.
SECitndca rib

The (Biblelhas a great deal to say on this critical issue and this problem which

is facing American society. Because of the current misuse of sex ard the new morality
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we find a deterioration of familyll}fe.

As 1 have stated,by nature is a sexual beigg. In the kingdom, the full
—

expression is limited to times and in matin seasons._ But i éit is regarded as

pure and a matter of urlﬁ?;' ghogse the ;y and the exten/ oof his love-making.
T There are those who say sex should be purely a How can it be when
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it involves at least two persons, and often three or four? In the United States, more than
P = ’

250,000 babiesdare born to unwed mothers each year. 4And about one out of five brides is

pregnant at her wedding. Pronography is reportedly a half-million dollar business. And

gex is the hidden persuaders in the advertisements. They have discovered that they can

sell things through sex. They sell everything.
— —_—ee
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e @ hing is that it rohs us of the human side, It takes away the real purpose
and it becomes mechanical, It ishat many of our magazines with uncovered flesh
of levely young women is a doctrine that debases women and degenerates love. Women are

regarded as . for men, Sex isQfortthem an expression of tender sharing of love or

for the propagation of the race, I think it's a real insult,

The people ofpracticed sexual:iin_t_eme_g;_m_shme. It was part of the

ritual-and this was what the preacher

a stern country preacher, condemned those who
iy

went in to the same maid laid herself down at every altar, He saw this as a denial of

the truth and an igsult to God. .

Now Jesus is going to tell us( :a to control this;7
% Verst 29 - Jesus said, @your{righ: eyeSbe an offender, pluck it out." Here is the
)

emphasis on se{{:o_ﬂ_gggl_md he taught that impurity was terrible thing. The eye, perhaps

may rule here and he said it is better for thatseye to be plucked out than for a man to
e
suffer in hell his whole body.

Now some of the laws - that should a man commit adultery, in years past, ha.'

p&]it,i;a._ In Deut, 22:24 a man might be dealt with,

554 The limportant thinglabout t’he} eye!here is to just make a brief trace of this through
L}

the Bible.

Wh_en_t_hg@)saw that the tree was good for food and was a di_lig_h_ﬂw:___m_e.ye,
what happened? = .

When(Lot|saw the p1 ain of Sodom, the eye was the offender and lead him to make the
choice.

Wh::éa_vi_ci_glances across the wall and sees a beautiful woman, the great sin of his
1life followed. 2 Samuel 11:2.

Theésalmiag) asked that his eyes may be tumth%‘mhy.

Cio_)lﬁmade a covenant with hisceyes.

The wise man Solomon}tells us got to look upon the wine when it is red.

Therefore the first steip is to detect right and wrong,(no? in the act but in the
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thought, in the inte}uon. If sin 1s arrected thereiin the early stages, before it is

exercise, the enemy is defeated before he can produce the downfall of the individual.



( pr. Meyer)once said e Christian lady was very anxious that he read a certain novel

which had just come out and was attracting wide interest. Sheaassured him that he would

find much that he would approve of and would enjoy. "So acting on her advise!! he said,"I

took the book to use up some leisure hours on the Bhip on crossing the Atlantic Ocean!
One afternoon on the deck, he took the book to enjoy it, "However! he said,"when I reached

p‘a_g:’zg_z I flung it over into the ocean, as I thought itis contents would injurytithe fish

less than myself. If I had continued to read that story, I would have been playing with

£

And of course it was that his inner senses were more sensative than that Christian

woman, and he was able to discern the evil of the book. Some people are quicker than

others,
It is like the/Coast Guard who 1s ac ocean, He can
detect a tiny boat which would escape the notice of the avarage person. Jesus is talking

about discrimation. Iet a man begin by guarding his looks and in the end he will keep

his heart. y '
ove ame his passions by reason in Genesis.39:7-20, Jesus forhade a man's

looking on a woman lust in his heart, saying that this could condemn a man to hell. Now

(cgdf@ review of this scripture will say thatithe was@ talking just about an impulse,

but he was talking about a permanent attitude thaw, if he considers

her as no more than a vehiéde for hig own gratification and this ought to be taken seriously.
a venleae

We need to keep in mind that@a trving to preserve the human family. The basic
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unityin ety and anything that tends to disrupt the family is going against the principals

of the k!g_dgm_mnn.‘ There is no sin that will so distroy the character of society as the
s ~—?

sin againsttthe moral character and the sin against/the sexes.

In the Bolshevists were going to haveffree love in Russia one time and they
found that it just didn't=work. Now werthinking about character in the person and
purity in a person.

‘w/‘lerse 30 - '!Right hand"& Now the eye is to be plucked out and the hand istto be cut
»
off.

So here are some drastic measures that should be taken to prevent the diaster, Now

to make this very practical, these improper desires. @erbaps today would say you
o R R 14
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ought to quit that job, you ought to brg& off friendshig with that wr that friend,

or you ought to cuf off your relatigg]"xi with that club if you are going to be thrown
you oug Y P 8 you g 3

in constand contact with that peg_gn__w_h_o_h.n_jgmgq_dﬁai;ﬂ. The currentsexual freedoms
in @ ontribute to a sense of aliveness or a richness of experience, or happiness
~——

in these days in which we live.
The is that ve must guard against the first)thought of evil]

We must@he occasions of!m-_gp;t_a_;i;o_n;or this will put us in spiritual danger

and when you give up something for Christ's sake you receive a hundred fold.

me@ma‘.or adultery is heavy. Deut. 22:34, It is said that the mental,
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emotional pattern are transmitted to 3rd and 4th generations, that unborn children will
suffer from our fallure to conquer this sin piu_s_iwmg_@e, and it may cripple

you inwardly.

Therefore you need to (cultivat:ei the opposite grace of vtnit; and find the great

enjoyment in Jesus Christ. Truly, any(child)can understand the words of what is beggg;

aa_&i__}lgg_. And he is saying this as a gure for sin. That is you @ offend then you
sy ——

chop it off. @hat mean that :Lﬁmy@ give me trouble with slander and criticism

and profane swearing that the remedy is to take it out.?

A talkative old lady) told the new greache; that her one objection to him was that

his coat was too l_o&g and she would like to cut off about a foot of it. Now whether or
not his answer was wise, I do not know, but he suggested that her tongue was too long and

that he would like to cut off a littlebbtt of that.

s trying to get at the inside of a man. If this right hand is constantly doing
wrong, then Jesus is instructing that wesseek tg__dq_smathing_@nnn;;t. We seek to cut

off these evil temdencies that give us trouble.

" The‘ answer is never feed the flesh, m& e nopprovision for the flesh to fulfill l.»

the lust thereof. There may be a fire burning but Paul tells us never to bring any oil near
——

it, to try to put the fire out.
Another way to do this is to avoid“foolish talkin‘g) and :l.nsinuatinbthings along that

line would be a problem.
Another thing,you might think about the companyZzou keep. The kind ofpgegg# you
7 5 5 3




associate with, will probably influence the way you think about this.

You might also deliberately resist the flesh. Ew suggestion of evil, watch and
=~ N e

pray, I think the Bible would say. t is going to gpfvyoﬁ or cause you to

stumble, Jesus is urging you to get ridoof it, This is how you should deal with your

sins.

o reminds you that the awful nature of sins and the (conquences Jof it. There

is no doubt that the conquences should be fixed in mind and that you should think about

the destiny of your sould. The soul is more important than the eve or the lust of the

flesh. This means that@ comes between you and yoursoul that is harmfulmmust
be hated and put to one side. It means that you@ a most important /thing

that you have to deal with.

It means that the/most important)that you are involved in is preparing yourself for

etemn There!is no question at all about that. We must hate this sin and destroy it
e e N ma T =
at all cost and we must realize that the idea is to have a pure heart add a clean heart.

i
v' }\ Mos thing that Jesus is saying in Verse 29 and 31 about plucking out and

cugging off is that you put to death the matter of sin, that you literally do away with
this, that causes you to sin, Keep you r body under sybjection. T Cor. 9:27. You must

never feed the flesh. Never read these things that will be harmful to the mind. These

novelg that go to a great deal q.f_t_u_ip_ﬁg%on and put ideas in your mind. Now this is
not something to make you morbid because true holimess is always concerned about pleasing

God. We must deliberately restrain the flesh. FEvery suggestion.

Verse 31 Qstam says", Now_there was a practice vhereby they could give a release

to some person and grant a divorce. That was the situation. If a man was tired of his

_wlf_e_‘ let him give her aggnnz_ni_dimm d sgnd her away.

Now the same thing in some countries where a man can have 4 or 5 wives he also can

get ridoof her in the same way. No in the home stood in great peril, at the

time when Jesus came into this world. Nowiit seems that the world has come again to just

such a time. Year after year, Gne out of about every fog)marriages in America ends in ot
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divorce. The divorce EEE——LLMS“'



3! Perhaps there 1@ teaching of Jesus that we need to studi with more care than what

he had to say of marriage and divorce.

Among the perhaps there was no nation in theory that had a higher ideal of,

marriage that the Jews had. The prophet Malachi revealed the heart of God when he stated

for the lord., the God of Isreal said that he hated putting away divorce. Chapter 2:16,
There were some of the rabbis who thought that the very altar sheds tears when a man
divorces the wife of his youth.

Of course the Jewish practice fell short of the ideal. Di\mzee was

_common.,. When a man had taken a wife and married her and it comes to pass that ghe find
no favor in his sight because he found some uncleanmess in her, let him write her a bill
s et —_— —_—

of divorcement and sendiher out of his house. The processcof divorcement was very simple.
-— \

It simply said, "Let this be, from me, a writ of divorce and letter of dismissal and deed
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of liberation that thou mayst marry whatsoever man thou wilt." All that had to be done was

to hand the document to the woman in the presence of two witnesses and shesstood divorced.

The thought of the wordéclean !could refer to unchastity or it could mean that she

spoiled his dinner by putting too much salt in his food or that she went out into the
v

public with her head uncovered or that she talked to a man on the street or if she were

qu(q'r,n_alsme.

Now of course there are'vsome wholooked upon the woman as one who would be the

guardian of the household affairs.

I}L_J;S’Qz,_ﬂ\e first year we have réliable figures on divorce, 9,937 persons obtained
- ey

divorces in the United States, This was 0.3 per 1000 population. Now divorces in America

reached its highest rate in any country in what we call the West in which there was /Lj___

per 1000 population, And of course these are gotten on the grounds of cruelty, incompatibi=

lity, or all sorts of loopholes out of marriage.

y‘?eree 32 - Now Jesus had a word that he said "Except for fornication and adultery"
12

which mean in the B&le’ghnut_thg_—sma_thing, they are the only circumstances by which a

person could rightfully be divorced. Jesus permitted divorce for one cause - &faithfuhess,
e S

mota_:léinfidelitz. The door is left open so as not to make it necessary to live indefinately

with a moral reprobate. The one ground is immorality. Now this doesn't include mental
> -




cruelty and some of the vialations which are used today.

The teligious )leaders re asking Jesus 1f it was right for a man to divorce his wife?

No doubt there may be some incompatible. L:I.Eg with some people may be unbearable hut

this is a more general question in their minds. These people really wanted to distroy

Jesus by simply getting him to say some contradiction against the law or }:o cause him to

condemn Herod, the king, who was a divorced man living with his brothers wife.
You remember John, the Baptist had already been beheaded for speaking out against
S—'—ﬁ/
Herod.

Now wha( Jesus Eas defending here was "What God hath joined together, let norman put
;—\

gsunder, " Here was obedience to the will of God. Marriage was .a matter of temporary
congf_g_c;\or pleasuse but was in God's eternal 2u$ose. Now this must not be severed., Once

that it has the evidence of being joined together of God.

Now there is&risdom the idea of one man and one woman. This is the way that life

wwst. Personal experience shows us that to share the family harvg;t of the years,

/

children, grandchildren, mother, father must stay together,

;
I think there are few things than the sight of an elderly couple who have

depf_i)gd._thamulves of the affection and delight of their children by r infidelity.

Sometimes there are 2nd and 3rd wife orhihuaband who has to be introduced at a graduation
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or wed'diﬁ__c_e_mgpy and always it 1s 1ike a cold wind blowing when there should he

swveetness. The family are divided up on holidg% and the children go one way.
The divorce person often becomesvvery lonely. Thus the purpose of marriage is
S—

destroyed.

God saw that it was to be alone so he made woman and divorce
& SOSRETACE SVOna

destroys God' s creation. If man puts away his wife, then he f&a long trail of lonely

zea;,s .

Fo. one can really take her place. At last he looks back on the golden days,
\—

and he is depressed.
When the home is broken,@ it is too late for me. Broken by divorce, What am
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I to do? I think the gospel begine here, because Jesus is concerned with every human




predicament and especially with our brokemness and he offered us really no legal slide

rule or code andé don't think he locked divorced people out of the kingdom of God.
A o S

He did not say that. The divorced person is &fotgiveable, he did not say that. The

A
gospel says‘ever too latetto start life over with him, or to start your home over

with him. When we see the vhole attitude of Jesus, we see the gospel, the ws, of

a nev heginning/

But this is to concentrate on the problem of loesenesscof sex and quite often younpg

people e:We without the th of it lasting,, just tyial and error. Some-
times they may not even have a job gf_zgpott. @o marriages fail?
divorce? elements go into the making of a lasting marriage? The eing inter-

viewed on her 50th wedding anniversary, the reporter asked, "Quring all these married years,

did you ever consider divorce?" The old woman answered, "I considered m fe 1es,

but never divorce." It takes a lifelong adjus/tment, the grace of God, and Christians can
PSSR o ; -

make marriage work.
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