Iron Hearts and Wooden Guns

it was when he took command of the
captured Yankee sailing ship Claxence
that the young Rebel, Charles W. Read
of Yazoo county, Miss, began to evolve
his cudacious plam to raid o Northem
seapori.

A Heutenant in the Confederate navy,
the 23-year-cld Read had beer serving
on the raider CSS Florida when she
captured the Clarence in 1883. Trans-
ferring to the Union vessel -with 22 men,
he set out on his wild mission ecxly in
June of that yvea. -

Flying the Stars and.Stripes, the Clar-
ence would ease up to an unsuspecting

Federal merchant ship. Then the Yam- -

kee flag would come down ond the
Stars and Bars of the Confederacy
would go up. Simultcmeously the port-
holes would pop open and o row of
black barrels would jut out.

And -that would be that. The North-
erner would prompily surrender. One
Tnion skipper, o man naned Teague
from the Kate Stewart, climbed abooxd
the Clarence as a prisoner of wax.

Taking o closer lock at the line of
cannon, he exclaimed, “Why, they're

“So they are.,” Read said dryly. )
He had had his men build a set of
rhony guns. They looked real enocugh

" to encable the Clarence to knock off 21

Yonkee merchont ships in 20 days, giv-
ing the people of New England their
worst scare since the War of 1812.

A total of 38 Federal warships chased
the wily Southermer. But, switching ves-
sels twice, Read was able to bluif his
way through the Union fleet.

On June 26 Read, now on the cap-
tured MArcher, rescued two lost lobster
fishermen from their boat in the North
Aflantic. The two were taken oboard
the Archer and fed. Then Read told
them they were prisoners of war. The
Iobstermen thought he was pulling their
leq. - .

Then Read saw his chkance. It was a
joke, he told the fishermen, and asked
them to pilot the Arxcher into Portland.
Me., past the guns of mighty Fort
Pre-_.rble; - - :

r o~ - - - P—

slipped into the harbor., guided by the

naive fishermen. The Rebel plan: to

captfure the brond-new reveniue cutter

Caleb Cushing, fire as much shipping
as possible, then scoot.

Just after 1:30 «. m. on June 27, Read,
pistol in hand, boarded the cutter ot the
head of his small band. Within. rein-
utes the Rebels had captured the en-
emy crew and were sdailing out of the
harbor. & rapid change in the tide pre-
vented their burning the other ships.
This proved to be unfertuncte.

When they discovered the Cushing
was gone, the enraged Yankees turned
out in mad pursuit. Cramming every
ship in the harbor with scoldiers from
the fort, Nationat Guardsmen and civil-
ian volunteers, the Northermers took
off after their stolen cutier. Earxly thai
aiternoon  they caught up with the
quarry. The  Confederctes were ho
lessly outnumbered. -

““We have our choice,” Read called out
to his men. “Fight or surrender. Which
shall it be?*”

“Fight!” the crew rocxed.

“Go to your stations!” Reacd ordered.

For cn hour, the battle raged. When
the Rebels ram out of camnonbedls, they
loaded their Guns with ndails, coins, met-
al scraps. They even fired o round
Dutch cheese, which splattered on the
deck of the Federal Chescapeake, caus-
ing the Yankees to protest that the Con-
federates were .using Chinese stink
pots.

But then there was nothing left to
shoot. Read released the prisoners and,
after_setting fire to the cutter. gave the
commeand, “Abondon ship!”

The Rebels were fished out of the we-
ter cnd threatened with hanging for pi-
racy. but_they were eventuaily ex-
changed. Returning to Louisiana. Read
fought on. commanding the last Louisi-
cna gunboat in the wor.

~—Submitted by Edward Cunningharm,
3278 Ivankoe si.. Bator: Rouge, Ler.
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