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On 28 January 1814, he enlisted in Capt
Col. Robert H. Dyer's Regiment of Cavalry and
Tennessee Militia. He would serve under General # :
at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend on the Tallapoosa River 1
It was this battle that first brought Jackson to promi
opened up much of Alabama for settlement.
The Tallapoosa River twists like a tangled skein of yarn thrgugh
eastern Alabama. Early, on its journey from Georgia, the river
seems to double back, bending into a horseshoe that encloses about
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By nightfall the battle was
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Although defeated at Hors

on through the summer, finally surrendering near Montgomery in
August 1814. With that syrrender, Jackson gained some twenty million
acres of land, and the popularity that would later propel him into

the White House. (1)
When John Read was honorably discharged 8 May 1814 at Fayetteville,

Tennessee, he was paid thirty-two dollars for four months' service,

and forty-eight dollars and forty cents' allowance for use of his
horse, at forty cents per day. He was allowed four dollars and

fifty cents for rations and forage. John's total pay was eighty-
four dollars and ninety cents. (2)
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