Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954), Sunday 2 December 1945, page 3

First Jap war
criminal guilty

Ordered airman bayoneted:

officer admits cannibalism

From Bill Hudson, “Sunday Sun”

Bpecinl Carrespondent

MOROTAI, Saturdayv.

|
l

14‘11“--1 Jap war criminal to be convicted in the Pacific ar ea,
Captain Tokyo Iwasa, has been remanded for sentence.

® He was found quilty teday of having ordered and caused to be carried

out the bayoneting of an Australian airman on Talaud lsland (North Celebes)

on March 23, this year.

Captain Iwasa's face showed|
(o emotlon: when the President |
ol the rourt, Col. J, L.
announeed the verdict, whiah, |
e pdded, must be confirmed
|ty n higher nuthority.
| Iwnsa’s counsel, Capt. J ©C.
{Brown, n Wollongong  solicitor,
|'411r£t Iwnsa had instructed him |
1Jtm{ he did not wish to glve evi- |
derice, 1

Main point contested at

| the trial was whether a per-

son is responsible for an

| unlawful sct which he hod

been ordered to carry ool by
his superior officer.

‘Defence plea

unsuccessful

Capt. Brown argued that
Twisa waz In the sime position
A& @ platoon commander of the
[Australinn forces who was given
|Ll|.'| crder to take a platoon out
and carry out an execution,

"The oontention i that the
platoon commander should Arst
satisfy himeelf ag to the validity
| of the erder,” suid Capt. Brown

“I suggest that it is never
done. Tt is not reasonahle
o expect a junior afflcer to
dn so. He gels & clear order
and carries it ooi, and Lhat
is all thai Twasa did.”

 First trial for
cannibalism

From NOFL OTTAWAY, “Sanday
Bun'' Speeigl I;urrrlpnmjln:n':

WEWAR, Saturdey.
First trial for cannibalism in
the Pacific nrea was held at

lwesc 1. rmeo

National Library of Australia

MeHinley, | |

1 & dlas  NPdnd A UHLI LW LIIEIT n

the Pecific mref was held at
| 'Wewnk (NMew Guineg) yesterday,
when First-Lieut Takehiko
| Tnznkl appeared befare specinl
military Court ander the War
| Crimes Act,

Frosecuting  officer, Cap-
tain  Kay Steele,. of Kew
Vi), alleged that om July
19 of this year Taraki muti-
lated the dead body of n
Queenslund soldier at Searin
and on the following day ate
portion of 1.
Tazak]l pleaded

| Both charges

“Human flesh

not gullty to

'is delicious”

With head shaven to the skin,
fand wearing Avstralinn socks

with s Jup undlorm, Corperal
Elchi Yamamoto gave evi-
dence. that the Australlan's

body had been eut up and eaten
I by Licut. Tazakl and Lance-Cor-
| poral Mena,

Yamumiore sxld  (hat Tazakl
thid told him he had eaten the

VAustendian, adding: “Mon's [lesh
|18 dedickons.™

Apenking on his own behslf,
Tnzonks sald thayr for & year hLie
P hmd Hveed withokt mentl, and nl
et tWice cneh montdy suflered
metnoks ol mnlaria

Chiy July 19, uls force was sur-
priced by the Australinns and al-
together 14 of hilr men were kill-

el i Ewo nitacks,
Lipn was shot

One AUstro-

Hiz lgskes hd made him ex-
tremely bitter pealnst the Aus-
trnllnrs. and, with Lance-Cor-
RN R el bl | A e e L R T

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article229030054

(R RS RR Jl'h LS LR AN |'|{'.|'Ilill'|l Liar
trnltnns. and, with Lance=Cor-
puotal e, De aripped the Aus-

Lo

tenlinn of clothing and, afier
rotting off some of the flesh,
whe 14 pwos bors Inter,

“1 atle the Aesh because |
wns very hungry and weak
and winled (o being back my
sirength, sa 1ruu I could live

and earry on” Taznki sald.,

The president adjourne
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