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s are now {8 (81) each I may not feel inclined to keep up
w the rising prices, I also have some reserve supplies of
milk and butter, sufficient to see me through the
months, and when these are exhsusted I shall b in to go off
a bit too no doubt, but I am not going to consi that
situation until it arrives,

Things have come to a pretty pass now, We have just
1 wmbotoonmtyinmwtn [

Sunday, 25th March, 1945,

Last night we were told officially that our camp
commandant and secretary had been taken outside the camp to
some place not stated, and shown packing cases of Red Cross
supplies intended for this camp, These comprised foodstuffs,
elothing, footwear and medical supplies are expected in
emonihoz‘lth. If we are bombed in the interim no doubt
these supplies will suffer! I will write more about this when
I see the goods, If Red Oross supplies can be brought in
{srh.p- letters too will come, I do believe I pray more for

etters than I do for the other stuff, I am 50 lonesome for
Helen, it's such a long, 1 time since I have had news from
her, I wish I could just t her that my waking thoughts
and my last thoughte before I drift off to sleep, are of her,

Some 600 women and 200 men are coming in to swell our
nurnbers tod.l{'.” I underetand the first batch has arrived and
coneists of al women and children, It has been pouring
vithninallnightmdiustﬂluininghnﬂwmpoor
devile will be doubly depressed, torn out of comfortable homes
to be herded into 1 » draughty huts, However, it can
only mean one thing: that the war is coming nearer, and my own

t they are being brought in here for better
protection in the event of street fighting,

fuesday, Jrd Aprdl, 1945,

Another Easter has passed and I am still a prisoner,
The doctor now talks ?r letting me go back to my hut in
'about & month's time', partly because I am better and partly
because with the influx of several hundred new internees,
space is urgently needed in the hospital for new casesn,
ineluding T, B, Space has already been made for two cases
amongst the new arrivals, two Eurasians,

Papayas in here are a very valueble part of diet,
particularly hogpital diet; so nmah g0 that any theft of the
fruit at night (or any other time) is a serious offence
followed by heavy punishment - provided of course the thief is
omght. A esmall bloke was wisiting me today and to
mention that he nearly fell off a roof which he was
attaping (thateching) the other day, I said that he must be
careful when he is up a papaya tree pinching fruit that he
doesn't fall down and break his neek, O0'Reilly in the next
bed added "It'll be allright if you fall down and break your
neck, but don't fall down and break your
neck you ean get away; 4if you break your leg you won't be
able to!" One fellow was caught with twotmml which he

’
]
E
a

Had Freddy Bloom over for two hours yesterday - as a
special concession for Easter. She tells me that their
nurbers have been swelled to more than double by the arrival
of some like 500 Burasian women, It's merry hell over in
the women's camp just now, Three of our huts were ordered to
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Thmunulguiemmsmmmmdmt
Roosevelt is dead, A Japanese medical orderly is reported to
have told Dr. Winchester that he died the other day of
cerebral ha I hope it isn't true but I'm afraid
thntitgn‘hdﬂs is, as bad news of this nature which comes to
apanese

us from sources is generally asuthentic, There is no
object in the story as propaganda.

There is a relatives' meeting on at the moment
(11 a.m, ) in the Orchard at which the is present, I

am informed that photlographs are to be taken of family groups,

g
i
i
by
.
1
i
!
!
:

en's letters have been such a support and I am
for mrn.“ %th. W'l ﬂlitntogz

surprise g respect; these vis

letters should not have

;
foE
i

:
€
-

The General's vieit was profitless, He walked around
the relatives meeting and that was about all., Some prints of
pho which were taken at a previous meeting were
distributed to internees directly concerned, one coming to
Freddy Bloom who was sitting talking to John Dobie at the
time, both guite unconscious of the fact that they were being
m I saw this photo laat lionday when Freddy came over
to vieit me and it was te good, The impression it would
convey to anyone mot versed in local conditions would be
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Sunday. The General again
ting and the plans which were
chosen

We got our parcels last
visited the relatives mee

internees were handed parcels and were photographed examining

arranged for the previous week were carried out;



He did not, how=
nor did

.

the parcels, lNost of
last Friday and it was

ourney.
carrying back to Japan,

16y,

same afternoon.

mmM,,n

't allow them
unselfish and so self-

g8 itself to me
thank Freddy for a lot during

i

“gogik

mmm_ :
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marched up the ai
we were all assenbl
removing his

camp commandan’
clicked his heels together and
turned about end marched

bowed for about thirty seconds,
the service - one Kamasui, commonly known as 'Puss in Boots'

the man who excelled himself in Changi Camp by beating and
kicking not only the male internees, but also the female ones.

to the co

out again, The Jepanese orderly officer of ithe day attended

Mt.
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Bought a 1J1b tin of Klim yesterday for {100 Straits

tin for bansna money but as I hadn't ?Whmm
tnnwmmlm-mmoﬁucr 400 Straits and
200 banana, .Ve settled the deal after a lot of haggling.
The £60 offer was ridiculous but the £15 purchase was a
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I have addressed it to my friend Atkinson of the Union Bank,
Perth, and I pray that it will reach him and go on to Helen,

E

It is interesting to record that the basie c
rations iseued to ewmimmSo:.mnfnn
worker (4 hour day); 7.9 oz. for a part time worker (14 hour
day) and 6,3 oz. for a non-worker, with certain supplementary
allowances for extra hard work (to which I have referred in
en earlier part of this diary). On top of this

garden vegetables, tut as the cereal mist be looked upon as
the bread part of our food, anyone can appreciate how badly
off we are. The midday soup, which is all we get then, is
made up almost entirely of potato leaves, some spinach, some
byam end a few, a very few, potatoes, In work hard in
lsewhere, all the time wmam tropical

:
:
g

and ny friend Fleming similarly a or two ago.
Japanese are driving these poor devils like slaves, I think
80 that they may be able to make a good showing of cultivation
when our relief troops march in. They have opened up 38
acres so far outaide of the camp proper and are always work=
ing on new ground, It's a case of drive, drive, drive all
the time,

I have had no letters yet in the last cons +
received but as only about 1,400 have been delivered to date
I may be lucky with the balance in

:
{
£
:
:
?
i
B v
5
:



Vitamin B, We line up about every fourth day and receive our
dose, just like a bunch of Tamil coolies being doctored with
quinine, I don't feel any different!

up then, almost given up hope., Both Mrs, de loubray
and Freddy Bloom have recently staged 'black outs' so that
these are pretty too in the women's camp., Since the

mee are a milling mass of scrubbiest
looking ecitizens one could ever wish to meet, mostly Jews,
Zuesday, 15th May, 1945,

all thought that at last escapes had commenced,
J immediately called for a roll=-call that same evening
at 5,30 and that was all that there and then, This

A long letter has been submitted to the Japanese
authorities by our camp commandant, setting forth the trials
and tribulations under which we are at present labouring, I
believe that it is couched in very plain terms and states
clearly that we are overworked and are suffering from malm=-

trition to a dangerous degree,

One of its plaints is that although the Japanese
repeatedly state that the foodstuff which we so urgently need
is not available in Singapore, thie is Tinding ite way into

trouble is that the stuff is brought in by the Japanese
themselves, sold by them to the Jews, and by the Jews to us,
Eggs, palm-oil and gula traded in in this way
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like two years. We rely on ourselves for everything except
the rice, salt, sugar, palm oil (very little) and salt fish
(also very litile) which the Japanese issue to us.

We have our own tailor shop, tinemiths, cobblers
carpenters, police, internal post office, library, hospital,
opticians, medical services, dispensary, dentists, disciplin-
ary board, central sdministration with our own interpreter,
and so on, some of which services are run under the greatest
of difficulty,
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paragraph, one or two

With reference to the preceding
reconnaissance planes are reported to have been over in the
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What I fear is that now we
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idents
a severe punishment, How
The leopard seems to have actually

that any further inc

oy

of this nature would be followed

the floor and we were informed that

The two youths were released last night.

officially announced on
General Saito had issued
times have changed!
changed its spots,

Ten pigs, two goats and a calf

succulent pork loaf,

The Jews got the goats

had the great pleasure

them yesterday.

days ago and we
others. We had a

G thing much trans—
uﬁoutmhurdml
We are in
I wonder?

gir raid sirens sounded - for
ne
t one raider was over.

Howev
that a few anti-alreraft

I presume at leas

Will raids deve

Yesterday and today the

the first time for many weecks,
We are all somewhat down at the complete neglect which we have

) 80
the LESS15ght Soatn paRape.
guffered recently and are hoping for fireworks soon,
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This sounds as
the monotony. Whit

but it will have very

e on this island we

to
odd more yet to be

ers have been detailed to tunnel
takes

 hospital district for the protection of
tually got one between two intern-

of bombing or shelling,
t

We ac

there are 600

event

t of the
participate in,
day and
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The balance of the Red Cross parcels were released to

up a violent
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going on mos
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Changi Prison and allowed access to the sea, salt was dried
out of sea water, There are probably other things that I
haven't heard of. Over and sbove this, banana leaf is
employed as a substitute for bandage., It's bad to be reduced
to such expedients, but needs must where the devil drives.

Three and a half years of a 1life of povertiy, dirt and
discomfort is quite a fair trial for any man and we all feel
that it is gettiing beyond a Jjoke., When I gay dirt I do not

Many internees do not wash their clothing for the same
reason, 7Too much washing in this poor guality local soap just
eats garments up and these, oo, cannoi be replaced except
from stocks in private possession at prohibitive prices. lNoth-
ing in the way of clothing ever comes in from Japanese sources.

E

Another storm in a teacup: three men are in custody
with the Japanese for being involved in some traffic of food=-
stuffs with a Sikh sentry. Coods were being handed over the

A certain amount of amisement was caused in our hut
last night when our floor representative read out an officisl
camp notice to the effect that the small fish in the camp
drains were to be considered camp property and that no one was
permitted "to fish, guddle, net, or take in any other way, any
of these fish". I have never seen one
range up to about 4",

g
:
:
g
£

are ted from the maimed and

the halt, and removed to some place where it will not be
poseible for them to mutiny., I imagine that a superficial
examination will pass me as able-bodied, If our speculations
are true then it is good news.

The three men in custody are still in the Green House,
And on top of this another man has disappeared = yesterday he
was reported missing and up to date he has not returned.
is a member of the same hut as the two youths who took a jaunt
into Singapore not so very long sgo, but I fear that if he
comes back he will be pretty sorry for himself after the

E
:
:
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:
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The medical inepection of yesterday

all filed past a table where sat Tominaga
doetor, and the latter ran his eyes up

as he filed past., The whole
three hnurs no that when you

out
of
thi
1
t
that
are
te in
be getting quite concerned about it all,

t of this camp presents no difficulties whatsoecver.
There ie a fecble stirand of barbed wire around the perimeter

one has to do is to wait unt

is only occasionally patrolled by a sleepy

large,
5pposi

to bol

ett
r
go then
as the
To get
at night

8ikh sentry. All

which,

This may
1:;3and I am
hat as I am

Al
.

old
mean drawing lots to see who has to leave this hut to make

apanese are working on

"new' internees who are to come
praying that my name will not be drawn out of

We have been warned that the J
relatively comfortable where I am,

a plan to mix the 'new' internees with the '

room for the



W 11th 1

On my way to the chureh I looked in on Artie Aston,
now out of hospital and lying up in his hut, and found him a
bit of a wreek. He has beri-beri and has to a great extent
loet the power of his legs. His reflexes are gquite d he
tells me, I believe this is an indication of an
stage of the complaint.

Saturday, 14th July, 1945,

Eleven of the old internees of this hut have switched
over with eleven of the newcomers from the North area, The
newcomers are all Burasisns: one little fellow who has come to
our section is as black as coal and has been down with malaria
ever sinece his arrival. He is not a bad little chap and we
are all very kind to him so I think he will appreciate the
change.

The women got no midday meal yesterday. One of them
had been stealing tapioca from the garden in their area and
could not be traced so they were all punished for the crime,

We are told that 50 cases of Canadian Red Crose parcels
are coming into camp and will be
The total number of actual parcels is 800 I believe, so this
will work out at one parcel to six men,

Friday, 20th July, 1945.
I uged to think camping out would be a fine way of
Arte;%reo

spending a holiday.

quite decided that the tough he-man stufr is no longer my meat.
Today, for example, it has rained steadily for several hours.
Under conditions of normal existence rain outside when one is
comfortably settled indoors, in front of a nice fire with a
good book or perhaps the radio playing some good misic, is real
comfort, and one could really enjoy it; but here, where the
shelter from the wet is negligible and one hasn't sufficlent
warm clothing, it is the acme of discomfort. Then again, at
nights when it rains I, who sleep under the verandah, have got
to get out of bed and let down my tarpaulin, fix a waterproof
sheet at the end of my bed, then erawl back under the mosquito
net and blanket, often with my sleeping garments danmpened in
the process, so that all in all it's darned unpleasant, On
summing up, therefore, I am decided that camping out in the
future is no go.
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those in possession of pocket and wristl
It is understood

representative. The Japanese have ask
watches and whether the owners are prepared to hand them over

A most amezing snnouncement was read out to us last
for payment in gula-malaces, butter,

or coffee.

o

fact we have no assurance that payment of any kind will be

forthecoming at all.

a statement of all
made in butter or

night by our hut
to
salt

Prices of many

ﬂmismtight&nt and
articles have dropped a little, I think the Jewish fraternity



Have just read a very interesting booklet written by
a Japanese journalist who worked in Singapore just prior to

ed here in the early stages was very similar to the treatment
we hen we were first rounded up and interned, This
complains about things which we were complaining about in
monthe of intermment; in fact, if his statements
trae, their lot was, if anything, somewhat worse than ours
at the beginning. In discuss this book with a fellow
internee this morning who had also read it, the latter started
off straight away with the remark that it was all probably
exaggerated, snd when 1 asked him why, his reply was
t as it hed been written by a journalist it was cquite
obviocusly a tall story to atiract public attention, I pointed
out that the allegations made in the early stages we knew to
be true as there were men in herc who corroborated them - the
statement, for exsmple, that they had all been packed like
cattle into steel trucks (standing room only) which had
previously been exposed to the sun all day, and left there for
some hours until many of them had fainted, was true; and when
in Changi Prison before their transfer to India they were
lodged three to a cell with supplementary people dossing down
in the corridors, we also know to be true, lMoreover, he
tates that they were locked indoors after 7 p.m daily
whether in cells or in the block he does not say), a
restriction never applied by the Japs to us.

lly contention is that we British hold ourselves up as
an example of perfection and will believe nothing which tends
to upset these views, bul nothing can be too others
are concerned, Admittedly the Japanese have rted to in-
humen treatment of certain individuals and we t put that
down to their ideas of punishment which fall short of
ours in respect to mmanity and Jjustice, but we should not
disbelieve all stories we hear which are detrimental to our-
selves., We should endeavour to maintain an unbiased mind,
I well remenmber a brute of a captain in the Royal Fusili
in which I was a private in the last war, a man who had
some sort of prison official in private in-., who was later
transferred from the R,F. to a prisoner-of-war camp, mach to
our relief and, no doubt, much to the consternation of the
German P,0.Ws,

Went over to see Artie Aston this morning in his hut.
The poor fellow has fallen away a lot since I saw him last,
He can hardly walk at all now and he says that he 1s beginning
to lose the power of his arms, [e is confined to bed, The
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