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explained the coincidence of the two names,

The man Folliott about whom I wrote the other day

has duly been sentenced, He was charged with "conduct
frajudiclal to good conduct and canmp diseipline in that on ‘I

the day in question) he did carry on to the parade '
his person before proceeding on an outside fatigue 2,10
concealed in the collar of hie shirt"! The camp disciplinary
committee sentenced him to "no further outside fatigues for
a month; deprived of the privilege of participating in
purchases from the camp shop for a month; to do 14 days extra
fatigues inside the camp." All very funny in my opinion.

And talking of outside fatigues, Ralston of the bank
staff got a smack across the face from a Japanese sentry
during my absence in hospital, He was one of a party return-
ing from outside fatigue a day or two after the Jape had
warned the camp that no money might be carried outside, and
he and some others took a chance and disregarded the order,
WWhen the party got back to ¢ they were searched by the
Japanese, One or two fellows tins in their pockets which
were merely confiscated, but when the sentry came to Ralston
he found the tins concealed inside his shirt, and this was
too much for the little man, He appropriated the goods and
smacked Ralston's face, On another occasion I hear an
internee got a whack across the face with a cane, so now this
form of illicit buying has ceased very definitely.

Artie Aston is pgoing strong and I see gquite a lot of
him as he lives in D Bloek = in what is known as the Deanery
ag it houses Archdeacon Oraham-ihite. He is still very
domnonlmdtomlhmthoothwmthntha\mﬂdpt
on in Government service if only he would keep his mouth shut
and not argue, as every time he did this he gave himself
away, DBut I muet give him full marks for being an energetic
worker although I think he is spurred on by nervous cnergy.
charcngeamutofthaﬁminmnm I always see him
brushing dirt or sweeping down drains., e other day I
eaughth:l.nmﬁungulonsuthapanotnmmdam
and I shouted to him, "What's the matter, itchy te?" He
yelled back "Some dirty bastard has defecated over the
floor of the small W,¢, and hasn't had the decency to clean
iy up, 8o I'm going to do 4t!" I shouted back, "Oh, Artie,
you, a senior Government official, cannot surely tm to
such menial tasks", but he passed on, umringuyﬁ e

I was having a friendly chat with him (Aston)
esterday when we discussed the merits and demerits of the
tigh race, He was inelined to the view that we were
degenerate with soft living and were no longer & race of men,
to use his own expression, Just at this very moment the
Archdeacon, a funny little thin red faced man, ran past us on
his way to the outside lavatory, clad only in a very
abbreviated shirt and shoes - no pants, Artie looked at him
and said, epropos of our conversa "Now there's a real
man for you", Archdeacon has lote of "guts", to use a
vulgar expression). As a strong wind was blowing at that
very moment and all the necessary evidence was avallable to
the naked eye, I was, for once, in full agrcement with my
friend Artie!

The Governor and party have not yet departed for
J I met him this morning and he shook me the hand
said how pleased he was to see me back from hospital and
looking so w T told him I was delighted to see him but
expressed my regret at his impending departure, He said
"What do you mean? I haven't gone yet", as if to imply that
a8 he hadn't gone he might never go.
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Our viewe are all to exchange, and opinion is
veering towards an ly relief this . We in the
local paper that British civiliano (prisoners) are going
to Lorenco Marques Japan, Occupied China, Thailand, and
the Philippines, and it seems logical to suppose that if .
British subjects are to be exchanged from one part of the Far
East, they will be exchanged from another, I am optimistic
about it and have taken two small bets that we shall be eway
before the end of the year, :

Saturday, Sth August, 1942.

We have had an influx of 37 new internees, They are
the passengers and part of the crew of the s,s8., "Hauraki" of
the Union 3,8, Co, of N,Z, which was intercepted in the Indian
Oecean by a couple of Japanese raiders, A Jap guard was put
on board and they were ordered to sail for Penang. When they
got there the party now interned here disembarked, but the
mimmmdmcftheemrminoﬂnnmiomu
the ship to Japan,

These p e are full of stories, and this is the
place where any story, however ineredible, will quickly go
the round of the camp, The pidm, they say, were operating
from Madagascar, which doesn't sound good at all, I t
we'd oceupied Madagascar some time ago, The Japanese
them that they'd sunk 40 ships in the time they had been in
that district and expressed confidence in ﬂ.mj.n{hgeu war in
a2 year from now! One man said that he was told were
being taken to Singapore whence they would be repatriated by
the end of September, which sounds too good to be true = if
they mean this year!

We are also told by these new internees that the Yanks
in Australia are a fine body of men and are behaving splendid-
1y, They are a smart crowd and have arrived with the best of
equipment. The niggers amongst them are reputed to be going
around saying that they've been sent out to fight for
Australia so that they will be able to preserve it exclusively
for the white manl!

Onacrthepauo:%:n who has been allotted to our
floor, is an employee of the Asiatic Petroleum Co. who got
away from Malaya on 8th February last, He spent the time
since in Australia and was on his way to Bombay to take up a
Job with his employers there, As luck would have it he chose
this unfortunate ship so he is now back in Malaya a prisoner
of war, le came in to our cell last night and we had a bit
of a chin vag,

il

o one has attempted to escape yet. In a camp of
this size one would have thought that someone would have had
a shot at it by this time, but no, we have all been good boys.
1 suppose being, as we are, in an Asiatic country, the chances
of success are pretty remote; colour, language, and the
distances to be covered in a tropi.nai country are so great as
to make it a very difficult venture rt from the fact thet
I understand the Japanese are off 100 for information
leading to the capture of an enemy subject.

What made me refer to this subject was an m-ﬁ
incident which oceurred the other day, Our block was en
under armed escort to the sea to bathe ( the second time
only since our internmment in Changi Prison), and after most
of the internees had been in and were dress preparatory
to returning to camp, one of the sentries deci t he too
would bathe. 5o he handed over his rifle to one of the
internees, undressed, and into the water he went!

We were treated t0 a most excellent concert the
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other It was exclusively piano solos and choir and
geldom have I enjoyed anything so much, Remember that we are
gtarved of good music and the average entertaimment is the
usual variety concert type which palls after a month or two

of much the same talent; I have referred litile to the latter
type of entertainment ch goes on all the time. 4

This particular concert was held on a most beautiful
evening, starting in tfht under a clear blue sky
contimuing into the t (twilight here is very short) which
wae lighted by a perfect moon. Denis Soul of the bank staff
performed; he gave a piano solo and was also responsible

for the composition of a lullaby which was by ocur choir,
and which brought forth prolonged applsuse, choir 1s
about 35 strong now,

There wasn't a sound the performance from the

four or five hundred who attended it, a motley erowd of

Government servants, police mmhnnﬁl, bankers, miners

planters, professi men (lawyers, doctors and the Mio),
son warders beachconmbers, and even a

pre~war s half castes, ’
few undischarged prisoners who were serving their sentences
when the war came to Singapore and they were ed, One

of the last mentioned I recognised was Loveday (ex-Captain in
the Royal Engineers), who was tried for conspiracy and fraud
last year and sentenced to seven years rigorous imprisonment,
This man was serving his term in this very prison when the
Japanese reached Singspore and he was released with the other
eriminals when the warders decided to make a getaway., The
loosl wage say that Loveday is indignent because he has to
ghare a cell with two other men whereas he had a cell to him=
self in the old daysl!

As friendship has sprung up between Loveday
and his old er, They are inscparable pals,

Bugs! I 1 some weeks ago when these little
pests were found in G, Thomson's cell, I laughed a little
too soon - they've now been discovered in ours. The whole
prison ie becoming overrun by the peste and it is going to be
very difficult to keep free of them for long., I understand
they are very bad in the big rooms on ground floor where
they can spread so easily. in a cell is a certain
moctionhtthq-t wander in now and again when we

to spray the whole place with Izal, There are small
holes in the cement walls and they seem ere,

g

Life

is one long battle!
Zuesday, 11th August, 19L2.

On Saturday we staged an excellent falr in the big
yard, There were all sorts of booths - cocomut shies, ring

over pots of jam and other odds and ends, tossing
pennies on to draught sguares for prizes, dart throwing on to
a vari-coloured board ;ham I won a piece of toilet soap and
an india-rubber eraser), a large sort of roulette wheel
numbered up 40 where two prizes were ed on each spin
of the wheel (here I won a tin of peach J a fortune
teller dressed up as a gipsy andot.hormli side shows,
The cocomut shics ete, cost 20 cents a time to compete, I
reckon I spent about }5 on the miserable priges I won! The
e funds benefitted to the extent of over {1,000 as a result
of s effort,

in

The camp is badly need of money as the people who
loaned to the camp fund in the earlier days of internment are

now rs and are asking for refunds of part, if not all,
of r loans, No more money is coming forward as loans,
internees now f that they can acquire very necessary

articles of food on black market, so the finance committee
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have to think out ways of encouraging people to unload any
money they may have as painlessly as possible, Hence the fair,
I understand, however, that we are pretty well supplied with
food bought by ourselves to supplement the officiasl rations,
and that these should be sufficient to tide us over the end |
of this year, After that either Providence or the Internat-
ional Red Cross will have to provide,

On Sunday evening we were entertained by the
orchestra, a new formed dur my stay in Miyako
Hospital, The full orchestra is e up of pisno, concertina,
four violins, base cello, saxophone, picolo and fiute, and
makes an excellent showing as the members of the orchestra
are mostly expert or near experts, The conductor is the band=-
master of the F,M,S5, Police Band and was one time bandmaster
in the Scots Greys, and we have the leader of the band at the
"Dog" in Kuala Lumpur, Then we have two or three piano
players in camp who are in the first class - our young man
Soul is one of them,

The Japanese gave permission for the musical talent
in camp to go into Bingapore and collect what instruments
they could lay their hande on, Aes one or two membere of the
orchestra were in the Raffles Hotel band pre-war they were
successful in finding most of the instruments described above.

Evening shows start about 7,30 p.m, when it is still
daylight and run to about 9 or 9,15 when of course it is dark,
On moonlight nights the whole effect is very soothing; the
audiences are alwaye perfec behaved and a pin could almost
be heard to drop during the c¢lassical and semi-classical
concerts, We have also got a real stage now, rigged up by
our oumml with flood lighting, set up our electric-
ians, mditoriumtathanrdiimmnm-itm
on our camp stools or stand in the background, It's the
strangest t on a moonlight night, these hundreds of
internees sitting and stuﬂ.hq mml‘ the floodlit stage,

One has to put up with a lot here where life is not all
beer and skittles, and a little refinement now and again in
the form of a good musical entertainment does a lot of good,

We are really not so bDadly off in many ways these
days, conditions have definitely improved from the early
stages, although life in prison under the circumstances in
which we find ourselves must necessarily be a rough one,

The Japanese make concessions which go a long way towards
making life more pleasant, which concessions could very well
be withheld did they wish to be unpleasant, I think really
that our treatment ie very fair execept in respect of accommo-
dation; we are insufferably overcrowded in this prison
building, and the exercise space is quite inadequate,

rations fmva definitely improved. Ve now get a good supply
of vegetables and fatigues go out daily to collect bananas
and cocomits of which we are handed out a plentiful ﬂb'
e get an egg for breakfast now on three mornings a s and
other egge are sold to internees in between - in this respect
we are probably better off than folk at home, On the average
we .got meat meals at midday about eight days out of
wmw,mm‘:::;:‘a all bad, Our e Rmﬁ;mh'mu
rice pudding no milk or sugar). ecen’ we have
been issued with one small 3 ounce brown loaf per day, and
either a seraping of butier or margarine, DBananas, cocomts,
mmttw, margarine, sardines, jam, toilet u'tiolu,

% fruit, milk, and such like are all paid for out of
camp funds collected from intermees, The official rations
are meat, vegetables, sugar (in very inadequate guantities)
salt, ghee (an Indian condiment which is sometimes mixed with
the rice), rice, flour (also in small quantities), and some
other articles of such little importance that I have forgotten
what they are, Cigarettes are also given to us by the
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Japanese at the rate of about 30 a month per man,

We have asked the Japanese to give ue a loan to enable
us to contimue our private purchases in town, and the
matter is under consideration, I have been asked if I would q
be prepared to guarantee such a loan on behalf of the
Hongk and Shanghal Bank as the Japanese have stated that
they w not aceept the 5,8, Government guarantee, thelr
attitude being that no euch body now exists! I mem
z'ul.‘ln?ul to do so provided the §,8, Gov't will

e H, & 5,B,C, but have suggested that a joint guarantee be
E!.m by all three British banks (if they will co-operate) as
do not wish them to get the impression that I am putting a

swift one over them, hanuhud%damauttorm
in the matter of finance for which I hope the H, & S8,B,C,
get some recognition after the war.

Kuru

I have just been told that Mp, shu and Admiral
Namura, Speec Envoy and Ambassador respectively to the
U.5,A, vislited the camp yesterday on their way through Singa-

re in the repatriation ship "Asama Maru", and that the

atter expressed dissatisfaction at the conditions under
which we are living, I suppose he referred to the over-
erowding,

Saturday, 15th August, 1942,

I am afraid I am getting a bit restless and long for
ny freedom, The rumours of which are running around
have upset my dog-like submission to imprisonment and if we
do not get exchanged soon I sghall have to get myself under
control again, Walking U’E and down the confined space of the
yard is irksome now, and I crave to be out.

I sleep in the yard every night, as I mentioned before.

Two nights someone else sleeping tﬂm started snoring

louder than I ever thought it possible for anyone to snore,

It was more like animal tmnz;tm than ring, and it not
the yard (th

only woke everyone sleecping yard (there are about 30
of ue) but it also woke the ta of the ground floor
rooms of D Block, Im*ata:l.y were shouts of "Wake him

uplt" "Put a sock in it!", "Hit him over the head"! "Throw
him out of bed!"™ and the like from most of the 250 people who
had been disturbed by the snoring, This commotion startled
the guilty party out of his :.:.13): or whatever it was

and he, probably still half eep and not realizing what the
noiee was all about, loet his temper and let fly a stream of
abuse at all and sundry - threatening Lo come inside and
teach somebody a lesson! Pandemonium had broken loose and I
began to wonder if a riot or a fight for all was going to be
the outcome, Then there was a sudden lull in the verbal
battle and someone 1 and within half a mimute the whole
ground floor was in fits of laughter, '

I have never experienced anything like this m"%h
it was a sort of mass hysteria and no doubt a symptom of the
strained state of our nerves, The whole incident did not
last more than ten mimites and after it silence once more
reigned supreme,

fhursday, 20th August, 1942,
The Governor and his party went off two days ago,
?

With them also went 8Spitz, the ex-Covernor of Sumatra, who
3;‘! been in solitary ¢ t here for some considerable

The G,0,C,Malaya, General Percival, and several
ranking military officers, have also gone, and I am told t
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the whole party were made to strip and have a disinfectant
bath in one of the godowns on the docks prior to embarking on
their ship, They were then conducted to their quarters in

the hold where wooden benches had been set up to serve as beds
Their latrine was a plank protruding from the side of the q
ship, at least so I am told, General Fercival is reported to
have proteasted strongly to the Japanese, but his protests

were unavailing,

The Governor had to leave his wife behind as the
Japanese would not allow her to accompany her husband. They
did, however, permit them to meet and converse for an hour
immediately prior to his departure.

Our Central Committee have asked the Japanese Command-
ant today if there is any trath in the rumours which are
going around that we are to be repatriated, There have been
peveral references to repatriation negotiations in the
Times lately., The answer was that he ?t.ho Jap Commandant
knew nothing of exchange negotiations and his advice to the
camp was that it should not listen to any rumours it hears in
thie connection, BSo the exchange market is very weak today.

One runs hot and cold all the time, elated or
depresaed according to the faith one feels one can place in
the many rumours which literally swamp this place, We live
on rumours! I self am a strong supporter of the exchange
theory and will cadly disappointed if we are not out by
the end of this year, If we are not exchanged I foresee a
very long term of imprisonment as I am convinced that the
Allied Natione will not attempt any large scale offensive
againet Japan until they have conguered Germany. I give
Germany another year at least; after that it will take six
months or more to organise an offensive t Japan, unlessa
of course Japan sees the futility of contimued resistance to
what will to all intents and purposes be the united might of
the rest of the world, and throws her hand in,

Japan I am sure es for a stalemate in Europe and
a negotiated peace in the East, out of which she expects
to gain come - posaibly lm-ﬁhim and great concessions
in China and Thailand, She will be disappointed I think and
the result will be the relegation of Japan to obscurity for a
time, I feel mtmmmmmunuzwim
struck when she thought Russia was on the verge of collapse
and when she considered that her en on the Axis slde would
definitely decide the Russian downfal Italy struck when
France was on her knees and she expected that her entry into
the war would omﬁu Britain to compromise, She mist have
regretted her action ever since,

It will %be interesting to see just how nmy prognost-
ications work out, I get a lot of entertaimment arguing with
myself on this subject! One thing about arguing with
onepelf is that one doee not lose one's temper and cannot
vmt;?u walk away mittering "bloody fool" under one's

I contimue to sleep in our yard and find it
extremely agreeable so long as it does not rain., I have only
been driven in three times by rain or threatened rain; on
these ocecapions I whip off mosquito net, lay it on my bed,
carry the lot inside, then strip my mattiress and bedding off
the bed and go up to my cell to finish my sleep - if I can,
The storms in the night come up very suddenly and one has to
move fast to avoid being csught and washed out, A high wind
generally precedes the rain and this wakes one and gives a
few mimates warning of the approaching rain, Ve ¢ these
sudden storms "sumatras" out here, Some nights we have the
brightest moonlight and it gives me intense pleasure to lie
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in the open and think,

Before turning mtobodlutnightlhadalo:% talk
with Jemes Leutehford of the British American Tobacco Co.
while walking up and down our yard in the moonlight, We got -
on to business and I got a promise out of him that he would ‘q
sec that the Hongkong Bank got some of his firm's remittances
after the war, T have worked exclusively with the
Chartered Bank in past, and, although we and the Leutch=
fords have been the beet of friende slways, I have never
gucceeded in getting James to move from the Chartered. I
wonder 1f he will remember our talk?

Eriday, 4th September, 19u.2.
We Hongkong Bankers have been holding some lectures
on our own subject to our own staff, I ht it would be

a good idea so I got Sutherland of the Book ffice to start

the ball rolling by & talk on his own department. Then 1

followed with a couple of hours on rates, and Brown is

lecturing on Accountant'e work. I may get others later,

This all helpe to pass the time and it 1s of some value to

mmot.r members of the staff who are showing a very keen
8

We have lost our friends Lieut, Okasaki and Second
Lieut, Takuda, and our Japanese sentries, In their place we
have one lr, Asahi, with the title of Custodian of Enemy
Civilians under the Military Administration Department, and
he is assisted by four Japanese non-commissioned officers of
the Sergeant-major type and a handful of Sikh Policemen, The
last mentioned were police in the old British Malayan Police
Force,

The Sikhs act as sentries at the main gate and at the
entrance to the women's gquarters, and when an internee passes
one on duty the internee, man or has to bow to him as
we had to do to the Japanese seniries ore, The Central
Committee have protested to the Japanese about this, pointing
out that the Sikhs are not Japanese subjects, but the Japs
maintain that they ﬁ{ya‘mﬂm subjects now and that when
they are on nu'm-{h they represent the "great" Nipponese
Army, So that's !

There was a hell of a to=do the other day: a Bikh
sergeant was assenbling the outside fatigues in the front
ya ior to their gongemt on duty and he was to
get internees to r in a military manner, a
which had never been done before, This led to some misunder-

to be " about by a bloody Sikh"! The Sikh then
in true Japanese fashion. This

wao too mich for the British prestige so the whole fatigue

I:rtrtumodandnlked‘hmkinhthcom; they rebelled

Johns, the uu.rgoon Smmomm in place of
lMeoRae who has gone to applied to pee Mpr, Asahi in
order to protest against the behaviour of the Sikh sergeant,
He first met one of the J se non-commissioned officers
who led him into some commitieée room or other and locked him
in! s were beginning to hot a bit and I really
began to hope for some ineldent to the monotony of the
last few months, but no, Johns was released after about an
hmrorno-mmhmhonmrmlmsivn. It was not
until the following morning that he succeeded in contacting
Auhiaudldnwtkmwmtmnﬁmuthumtm All
I do know is that Johns was told t we must obey the
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orders of the Sikhe in the same way as we would the Japanese,

So the whole thing collapsed like a burst balloon and
the storm in the teacup subsided, I was disappointed as I
hoped for some excitement, '

Monday, 21st September, 19i2,

Since last I wrote up my diary nothing very mmch has
so I haven't bothered to add to it, Today, however,
another incident cropped up which merits comment,

Last night, or rather early this morning, an
internee was cmghi by a sentry outside the prison, As a
result of this & camp roll e nnmdetoﬁndo‘nt:lrng.
others were missing, but all were present, The story is t
this man went off days ago, let himself ocut by climb-

into one of the lookout posts are placed at inter-
8 along the outer u:l.].&.mm posts have up to date been

left open on the immer el .mmmwmwma
e on the outer side, He must have had a conf te
led the rope up after his departure. The thing was done

not with any intention of escape but to afford him an
opportunity of making whoopee in some ne village!

The man's name is Roberis and he is a member of the
Police Force in normal times. :

His intention apparently was to make his re-entry in
a similar manner, by climbing up a rope on the outer side of
the wall into the post on the top of the wall, and so down
the steps into the passage which divides the outer from the
immer wall, He was unlucky to be spotted, but lucky not to
have been shot.

James Leutchford saw Roberts later in the morning
being led across the vg:tabh garden (where Leutechford works)
towards the cormer of wall where the post from which he
is sed to have made his exit is, presumably to demons-
trate how he had ed it, Two Japanese soldiers led the
way, Roberts next with his hands tied behind his back, then a
Bﬂﬁ policeman, and finally two more Japanese soldiers, All
the party excepi Roberts were carrying sticks, and I under-
stand Roberts was :I.oou.nf very sorry for himself, I do not
know mach more but am told on good suthority that Roberts has
been badly beaten up and has not yet returned to camp., There
may be repercussions, in which ecase I shall have more to
write on the subject later.

A very successful Arts and Crafts exhibition was
staged in camp not 80 long ago, where articles produced in
camp by internees were shown and prizes awarded, The crowds
which milled past the exhibits was astounding, people who
would very definitely never have been interested in such a
ghow in normal life crowded to see the different products.
There were paintings, drawings, needlework (from the women's
block), models of yachts and s chairs and tables,
ashtrays, buttons, cigarette boxes, and regimental badges made
out of cocomut shells, brooms, rope and swabs made out of
cocomut fibre, and lois of otﬁ.or things which have escaped my
memory., Some landscape 8 were by Freddy Bloom and
brought her a second prize, there were some excellent oil
{aintimn by Walker, the Art Master at Rarffles College, The

atter had a portnit of a woman, head and shoulders,
entitled "liemory of a Smile" and I recognised his wife with
whom Helen used to play bridge,

I wrote to Freddy Blom:!,m:atmiw to congratulate
her on winning a prize at the but actually to give her

Joe Swezey's address, care of which I asked her to wire Helen
immedia on her arrival in a British port in the event of
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her being repatriated before me. I have had a reply assuring
me that she will do thies and offering to let me have some
her pastels if I wish, I am on the point of writing again to
ask for some; I should most eertainly like to have them,

Roberts, the man who was caught outside the prieson,
was returned to camp on Fridey last by the Japanese somewhat
the worge for wear! With him came three confederates whom
he had given away under punishment,

' Roberts, apparently, was beaten until he revealed
the names of the men who had been implicated in this business
with him, The Japanese knew that he must have had associates
and put him through a pretty stiff gruelling until they got
the information out of him, As a result of this three

assisted by other internees as they were unable
alone; they all then went into the camp hospital
have ever since, I am told that they are all black
blue about the shoulders, chests and legs, besides having
bruised faces. The Sikhs appear to have an_innings
well as the Jap non-commissioned officers, and I unders
the former took a sadistic joy in the proceedings, God help
the 8ikhs if any of the four ever lay their hands on them
after the war!

One of the four (not Roberts) told the Sikhs what he
mg: of them while he was being subjected to punichment
and 8 brought uﬁn him a heavier measure of chastisement,
He is reported to the worst of the lot, ©So it t seem
that this particular brand of 8ikh doesn't like the tieh.

8t111 no newse of relief of any kind, I had hoped that
by this time we should have heard something authentic sbout
repatriat but all we see ig the brief and somewhat e
news of it ch appears in the local paper. We read tha
Americans in Japan are awaiting the next repatriation ship
and that others have been transferred from t he Philippines
to Shanghail for the same purpose,

Sunday, Lth October, 1942,

At first, in the earlier daye of intermment, when we
were told that some disaster was about to befall, such as a
cutting down or complete elimination of certain rations or
further restrictions to our liberty, we used to get very
depressed and we would feel that more in these lines
would be the last straw which would break the camel's back,
These cries of "wolf" have been so frequent and so regular
and have generally resulted in little, if any, change, that
we have become quite immune to them,

Several times we have been told, for example, that
we should be issued with no more rlwrandthisml&hﬂ
meant extinction of our meagre bread ration, but still we
get bread, About three days it was o ially announced
by the Japanese that no more r would be issued to the
camp and it looked as if this was no false alarm, We were
also told that there would be no further issue of cigarettes,

Yesterday, however, six lorries were called for to
go into Singapore with an adequate number of fatigue men to
take delivery of sume comforts which had been brought back
from Africa on the last repatriation ship to return from
Lorenzo es., These lorries brought in a lot of condensed
milk, some r, timed meats and soups, cigarcttes and
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other oddes and ende despatched through the channels of the
International Red Croes, so 1t looks as if the bad days were
again to be postponed. And I understand that there is more
stuff at the docks waiting to be collected,

50 1t might seem that if contact is going t.o be

allowed with the International Red Cross in thie way
should not starve, It is tty evident that mmliea of this
nature will have to be sent to us from the outside world if we
are to min here for a pmlmed period, which seems to be
quite 1ikely, We have to a very large extent been existing
on the s whichrm inported before the outbreak of the
Japanese war to meet a longed siege, and these must be

to an end I d think, It must not be overlooked
that British military primnera have also been drawing
upon them, Flour I imagine is ﬁninhedorvmmlyn.
meat cannot last much longer, milk stocks must be getting
very low, tinned stuff of all deseription is, I should say
Ressly Fimished, &ad sugar and SRit &re OOMbAities WASE
which we are iscued sparingly although the former chould be
plentiful as it is produced in Java and the Philippines,

e all do at times got depresced, One day it is my
turn, another day someone else's, and when I meet anyone in
this state I try and argue him out of it. In thinking things
over I suppose depression, at least the kind of depression
one suffers from in here, is a form of self-pity, I found

u}r my miserable state the other day when I

t feeling happy, and I came to the conclusion that

I ns Jjust plain sorry for myself at having to undergo thesce
conditions, Admittedly I am separated from my wife, but I am
alive and well and ag far as I know 8o is che, besides which
Iuﬂammroandlammt ined by the m-ntl I
began to count my blessings and to compare my lot with so many
others in here who do not know if their wives have escaped in
their endeavours to get away from Singapore in the last few
days before its surrender or who are very probably faced with
finaneisl ruin, and at a late year in life,

I was talking to a bloke the other doy who was
ﬁturodbyths:npamlymmmwnupnmlm His
€ was very interesting and I feel I mast give a brief out-
line of it here, The man himgelf, Allan by name, is a rubber
planter in Kedah and is onlyabaui 5 feet high,

Allan was in the Volunteers in Kedah when the Japs
attacked the aerodromes up there, and during that time saw
some tﬁ. For some reason or other the Volunteers were
disbanded Allan joined the military forces as a gumer in
an armoured car, lis gar, with two others, was driving along
the Gopeng Road, near Kempar, when they ran into anti-tank
shelling and were all hit uni
ocoupants of the two other cars were, Allan thinks, all
killed, and the driver and other gunner in his own car wounded
one in the leg and the other in the arm, both slight, They

led to some sort of company hndfurtan and there sguatted
their hands tied behind their backs, In
due course an off'icer came along, planked himself on a chair
in front of them and regarded them for a few moments, then he
gtup, came over to them and solemnly kicked esch of them on
¢ back or shoulders, There were many soldiers crowded
around taking an interest in the proceedings.

After some time a doctor came along and looked at the
two wounded men, dabbing their wounds with something or other,
One would have thought from this that all was going to be
well, but a few mimutes later these two men were led away and
he rundthnthiacmmmumhdnwto be bayonet-
ed to death, The Jape had no time for wounded prisoners,

§
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Soon after his comrades had gone, some jester
approached Allan as he was ctanding around with his hands
tied behind his back, waiting for something to happen, and
made a lunge at him with his rifle and fixed bayonet, then
turned away laughing. This joke nearly cost Allan his
trousers as he all but behaved like a child! He managed,
however, to return the smile, but he feels that the attempt
was not very convincing,

Allan walted with (as he described it) a sickly
feeling in his stomach, for what was to come next, anticipat-
ing the woret. He was then taken to some more important

and seated opposite a staff officer who spoke
good ish, Here he was asked lots of questions of a
military nature which he wae guite unable to answer, and then
whether he could drive a lorry which he was glad to be able
to say he could do, The officer gave him a cigarette and
when he left the room wished him {:.ok.

When he got outside a sentry led him to a bieyele
and gestured him to get on and follow a cyelist company which
was about to move off, The sentry also made a significant
gesture; he said "no drive car" and ran his hand across his
throat with a smile, evidently to indicate that had Allan not
been able to drive a car he would have had his throat cutl
Allan said he again smiled feebly in return and experienced
that sinking feeling of the stomach once morel

Off went our hero with the cyclists for a few miles,
at the end of which he was handed over to a lorry and
from there on to the time he reached Bingapore he a
lorry for the Japs, following close on the heels of the
advencing army. His first day with the lorry unit he was
handed a tity of flour in presumably for food, and
he put wa into this and swished it about, then tried to
cook it, but the result was a complete failure, When the Jap
troops saw that he was no cook they let him share their
rations with them,

On arrival at Singapore andm‘ﬂu after the
surrender, his captors issued hin with a 1l attache case,
a spare pair of khaki trousers, spare shirt, soap,
ragor, some tins of pineapple and other odds and ends, and
sg:lmdhinuputho en route to the internment eamp.

en he left one of the Japs who spoke some ish impressed
upon him that he was to say that he was a ei prisoner and
not a military prisoner, and the lot of them waved to him
shouting "good-bye" and "good luck", two English expressions
which apparently most of them knew.

The poor little fellow had a pretty bad time and as
a result of his experience says that he is perfectly happy
in here, At least he is alive, he says!

londay, 12th October, 1942,

I must record a conversation I had this morning with
Arthur Sleep, Assistent Financial Seeretary, 8.8,, which took
place as we were both enjoying e morning stroll up and down
th:md.. It was on the subject of banking and kindred
matters,

Some daye ago it came to my ears that Nelson-Jones
had expressed the view that Govermment would insist upen
proof of title being produced after the war before accepting
their own currency notes, so as to eliminate any possibility
of Japanese interests benefitting in any way., As Nelson
Jones is a Government man I was anxious to know if the mattier
had been discussed by the financial heads and, if so
whether they had actually considered such drastic sciion, so
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I put the question point blank to Sleep, He knew nothing of
any such proposal and denied that it had even been discuseed
by him or anyone else in authority. He was of the opinion
that the outetanding eirculation would be treated in the same
way as it was Just prior to the capitulation, that is that
the restrictive regulations re its export would contimie tat
that there would be no gtion of ban be placed on
ite eirculation within , and I told him that that was
my opinion as I felt that any interference, such as Nelson
Jones talked of, would be very obstructive and cumbersome and
would ereate considerable financial mistrust which would
reflect on the Government, 5o that cleared up that point.

As an opportunity had presented itself to switch on
to other subjects, I brought up the question of the
iniquitous }-mhhon whereby banks are compelled to purchase
ready T.7. (S8terling) at 2/4 3/16ths when the transaction
might quite poseibly involve a sale to Government at the same
rate to provide the funds to finance the transaction, I
mentioned that this was one of Nelson Jones' brighter effortsl!
Sleep's come-back to this was that banks in Singapore had been
making such profits that they could well afford to
carry an unprofitable transaction now and again, to which

tly retaliated that the prorfits which banks
in the two years or so of war were
worked extremely hard to earn them
made out of wide epan between buying and selling, but out
of the colos turnover which the war prosperity h.&
to all in Malaya; also that they had been no groater
proportionately the profits made by the trading firms of
the country., 1 pointed out that we had had many lean years
in the past to more than offset anything we had made since
the war; that we had given valuable service had cost
ulunmminhin and that banks had to take risks, I
might ment , but overlooked to do so, that out of
the profits made up to the 15th Pebruary 1942, we should no
doubt have to meet considerable losses at the end of the war.

Out of this arose the question of a central bank
for Malaya, This apparently has been considered on more than
one oceasion but nothing has ever resulted, The subject arose
when we were discussing the 2/4 3/16 rate for buying ready
T.T. Sleep let slip that the gtion had come from some
business men, that they had been ones who had brought the
matter to the fore again in recent times, I asked him what
benefit he considered the Government would get out of such a
':ﬁ’ particularly in guiet times when there would be little
e upon them to do anything at all while they would always
have to maintain a staff to run the central bank, He said
that he himself was againet it but that there were others who
were not in agreement with him, I suggested that Malaya was
altogether too emall to need a central and he told me
that the "business men" had pointed out that Java was & small
country where a central bank was run, and run profitably.

T agreed with him on this point but I emphasised that the
Javasche Bank was more than merely a central bank, it was
also very much an ordinary tudins&nkaniopnu%.din
competition with the joint stock banks, dealing in form
oﬁnnkiwmdtakim the risks and losses as well as
profits, and I asked him if the Malayan Govermment contemplat=
ed the runming of such a concern in competition with our-
selves, buying and selling exchange of every deseription and
entering into domestic banking by making packing credit
advances and advences sgainst property and shares, This, I
said, would be no more nor less than Government ente
into trade in competition with public m«. and that
they considered doing this why stop at and not

out into the tin and rubber business. I suggested that if
the business commnity brought up the suggestion again after
the war he might ask them how they would like it if the

&

;
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Government encroached on their preserves, He was entirely in
agreement with all T had to say on these lines,

Then we got on to domestic banking, and the Overseas
Chinese Bank and the Bank of China came up for discussion,
He mentioned that some years ago he had been told by a Hong-
kong Bank man in Kuala ILumpur that the Hongkong Bank's
functions did not run s to domestic banking, and Sleep
considered that banks like the 0-C Bank served a useful
purposeé in consequence, but he always had the fear that in the
event of a depreseion a repetition of the disaster which
befell the old Bank of Malaya might happen, and that it was a
pity therefore that the British banks did not enter more into
the domestic banking side and expand more by opening branches
in the smaller p%mes. I strongly repudiated the statement
by n’ colleague (Sleep could not or would not remember his
name) that we were not greatly interested in domestic banking
and zomtod out that we were very much so, but that the
gn ion of opening up in small places was one which involved

e cost of running the office and that in this respect we
were at a disadvantage compared with the Chinese con=
cern, as thelr overheads were always considerably less than
ours, I mentioned Sungei Patani office as an example of an
office of our bank which brought us in no revenue,

As regards the 0-C Bank he asked what would happen if
they got into gqueer etreet and were threatened with bankruptey;
he suggested that the British banks might £ind it in their
own interests to help to keep them going. I asked him why,
and what security he thought we should be offered, and he
replied that if a bank like the O0-C went to the wall the
British banks would be adversely affected and might suffer
losses a8 a conseéquence of its collapse. He agreed with me
that the security which we should in all probability be
offered would be title deeds which would not be acceptable to
us. I told him that it would be better to allow any mushroom
eoncern, which called itself a bank and was ’“HL‘ mortgage
company, to go by the board; that such concerns had been
largely responsible for the terrible financial catastrophe in
the United States from 1929 on., I said that the uee of the
term Bank should be controlled by Statute.

Then the Bank of China: why had the Malayan
Banke Asen., not protested to Govermment when they first
started domestic banking in the interior, he wanted to know?
This was a bank domiciled in a foreign country, the state of
whose finances was gquite obscure as we never saw a e
sheet, and yet no word of tgmtut had been issued when they
began to ltrate into the hinterland, Sleep told me that
when they (the Bank of China) applied to him for a licence to
open an office in Johore Bahru he called for our Sub-Agent
there to come up and discuss the matter with him, and he then
expressed the very views which I have described above, I seem
to remember Doyle having t up the subject but cannot
recall that he advised us of the reason for Sleep bring-
ing him into consultation, and I think that we felt that we
could raise no objection to their establishing themselves in
Johore Bghru if they wished to do so and Government had no
objection, Had we known that Government were waiting for a
move by the lMalayan benks weé might have done something about
it, However the Bank of China have not so far opened up there,

Saturday 17th October, 1942,

Today easch internee had to sign his name to the
following undertaking: "I, the undersigned, do hereby swear
by Almighty God that I ahaiJ. not ntt%to escape from Chengi
Internment Camp and that I shall ob e rules", We
were warned our respective Block Commandants yesterday that
the Japanese had called for this and we were aavised to sign
as the penalty for refusing to do so would be imprisonment =
it was not stated where!
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As signatures have been extracted under duresse the
whole thing does not esmount to a row of beans, Anywey no one
wents to attempt to escape from here as the chances of success
are practically non-existent. A white man wandering in these
parts would be much too conspicuous, I have no doubt, had
the chances of success been favourable, we should have had
several attempts by now as lots of internees are finished
Malay scholars and the question of language would not there-
fore have been a deterrent,

I think myself that thie is an outcome of the Roberts
escapade, The Japanese are perhaps annoyed to think that
such practices should have been going on under thelr very
nogées and probably imagine that by signing the above under-
taking internees will punetilliously abide by it. No doubt
they will, tut simply because there is no incentive to do
otherwise and not because they consider the oath binding.

Wednesday, 21st Cctober, 1342,

There are a good many children in here, something
Just under a lundred I believe, and the boys over a certain
age are housed with the men, Lt is tragic to see little
fellows about eight years old wandering about the blesak
corridore or playing in small groups of varying ages ugly
prison yards, They have regular lessons, of course, as there
is plenty of schoolmaster talent availlable, so they don't
mise anything in that way, but thoyhneailbcm iving in
circumstances which are uitogethu unsuitable for children and
I am afraid that the experience will influence their minds to
a very great extent. Over and above this the diet must be
entirely unsuitable, as such commodities as milk and tutter,
when they are used, are used in such mimute gquantities,

Most of the small boys' fathers are with them, but for
many months there was no contact permitted between mother and
son, It is only within the last few weeks that male and
female relatives have been allowed to meet; parents are now
allowed to see and talk with their children for a short
time on certain days (I think for ten mimutes only); in-laws
may meet in the same way; grandparents are allowed to contact
grandchildren and so on, but still no meetinge are permitted
between husband and wife! It is impossible to understand how
the mentality of our 1ittle friends works,

Many of the boys in here are Eurasian and it is not
good to see them hob-nob with the white children, I am
quite sure their influence is bad as many of the former are
mature lads of about rfifteen and I wouldn't trust them far,

A British subject married to a native or Eurssian woman had to
bring hia wife and family in here with him,

Two conversation pieces:

Stringfellow: I think we should go to see the Kreuger
National Park when we reach Lorenzo es,
It is only about 75 miles away, I am to

Johnny Raikes: Not me, If there is that amount of time to
g;re I'm going to spend it with a Portuguese
.
Me: Why not take the girl with you to Kreuger
Eatiogal Park and kill two birds with one
stone

S8tringfellow: Yes, and throw her to the lions when you've
finished with herl

R R R R R RN ]

Louis Day: V:!g.gomkoeponmmmmthn
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Mes It may be a good e to know after the
war, One might settle in the South of France
where one's money may be worth something, I
know some French, my wife speaks Spanish, and
we are both fluent in English and American, so
we can go anywhere,

Louis Day: Yu; aend you talk a lot of Balls too, don't
you

Me: I certainly do, but then that is only because
I sghouldn't be understood in here unless I 4idl

Saturday, 24th October, 19.2.

lMike Turner has received three letters from his
today and is like a dog with two tails, B8he is safe in
Africa, Her letters contain some news of others and I
that Helen has "gone home to England with Maria Davies
Dorothy Bacon", which I take to mesn that she has gone
States and the other two have gone on to England, It
pretty cobvious that they have travelled via the Pacific as
they would doubtless have gone with Wendy Turner had they
travelled in a ship via South Africa, I pray that Helen has
arrived safely.

The rest of Wendy's news is also extremely interesting
We hear from her that Stuart, George Stabb, Clark and Self,
all of the benk staff and sll of whom left Singapore at the
very end (they are referred to in the early pages of this
diary) ere safe and in England, We also hear that the London
Office of the bank is caring for wives and families of
interned members of the gtaff, Thie we all expected,

The news of the safe escape of the last three
mtiommthopmedimpen%rmhurm a few of the
younger members of the staff interned here (ell of whom had
the same opportunity to leave) feel a bit sick they didn't
take the same chance, I am overjoyed to hear of this success-
ful conclusion to their venture; stout fellows all of them!
This of course means that Colonel Wolfe-lurray is also safe.
Had I been a younger man without responsibilities I too should
have been one of the party,

News has come through from another source that
Miller of the Chartered Bank, who left with Stuart in the
"Kuala" on Friday the 13th February has died in Bombay from
enterie., That'e bad luck after all that he must have gone
through between here and there, Another Chartered Bank man
in here, Sam Fortune, is to undergo an operation to have one
of his lege taken off as a result of some disease or other;
he is in Miyako Hospital, The poor old Chartered don't seem
to have the same luck as the Hongkong,

One of our men who has just returned from Miyako
Hospital tells us that the native patlents in there are dying
off at a rate, Apparently there is a shortage of medi-
e¢ines and cannot be treated adequately. The doctors
there are of the opinion that there is a very bad time coming
in a month or two when malaria, dysentery and beri-beri, which
are now beginning to hit the native population, really get a
hold, The Japanese co=prosperity movement is not spparently
working out quite as they hoped, Maybe the Indians who have
joined with the Japs in the co-prosperity idea won't be quite
so enthusiastic when they begin to die off for lack of medi-
eine which comes from other parts of ocur Empire, and of the
health supervision which was one of the most efficiently run
departments of British Administration. The Japanese have a

sgigg
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big problem in front of them if they wish to sweeten the
local population, Over and above this, the water is no
longer chlorinated at source as from the 1st of November, so
that unless it is boiled before being drunk it will spresd all
sorts of diseases, The outlook for Malaya while under
Japanese rule is gloomy to eay the least.

We are getting a certain amount of bad weather these
days which isn't so good. They tell me that this ie some
monsoon season or other, the North-East or the South-West op
something, The effect of this is that I am being driven
indoors at night pretty r arly and it is very annoying to
say the least, I slecp out in the covered verandah of our
yard, as you know, but that is no protection when wind and
rain combined suddenly strike the camp; we fresh air fiends
immediately pack up our bed and bedding and meke a wild rush
for the one entrance into the building, I go back to my cell
with my mattress and blanket, spread these out on the cell
floor, and contimue my sleep if this is poseible, I have a
portable mosquito net which is cunningly fixed on to four
‘bamboo sticks to fit on to my camp bed, and this too I have to
carry upstairs to my cell, so, as there are no lights whatever
along the cell passages and our cell is at the far mi the

likely to last until the beg of December, which is very
discouraging, Of course it doesn't always rain at night; at
the moment it is coming down cats and dogs so it may rain
itself out by evening and give me a quiet night outside.

Eriday, 30th October, 1942,

Life has been very humdrum of late and it is hard to
think of anything worth writing about, 7There have been no
incidents and our ordinary routine goes on without change,

In the old days, when rain at t was no more
than an occasional moiﬁmt, I would up nmy bed
bedding and move up 1o my cell where my sleep could be
continued on the floor, This practice had been so
that my cell-mate, Stringfellow, would wake at the pound of
rain and wait for my arrival before falling back into slumber,
The other night when I was driven in by rain I decided that T
d seck some vacant space in one of the publie corridors
quite a number of internees sleep there in the ordinary way)
and park myself and my bed therc instead of struggling
upstairs in the dark; I had an idea in my mind that, as
rain is to be expected almost nightly now for a couple of
months, I would in future make a practice of mo into the
corridor when disturbed by rain, I found a suitable spot and
spent the remainder of the night in 1it,

Next morning I came qgntu:n about 7,30 and found
Stringfellow already awake, asked him how he'd slept and
he replied that he'd had a very bad night, I inquired why
and was told that I'd kept him awake by not coming back to
the cell! He had wakened as usual at the sound of the wind
mmommmmalainthmmunarormto up
with my bed and bedding, trying to get back to sleep but find-
ing that he could not do so until I had settled dovn as my
arrival in the cell always wakened him! This went on all
night, I laughed and explained that in future he need not
anticipate my return to the cell as I had found other
accommodation,

I went to one of our usual weekly concerts last
Saturday and on this cccasion I took a folding stool with me,
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Just behind me were standing a few lads who had been members
of the crew of some ship or other sunk in the last days of
the Singapore fighting., Some items of the programme did not
appeal to them and they t0 eriticise it and it wase
brought home to me how limited is the voeabulary of the soum
of the Liverpool Docks, which is just what these men were.
Every second word was a swear word and the only adjective
they seemed to know was "fooken"; it was "fooken" this and
"fooken" that until I got so thoroughly fed up I wanted to
tell them to "bugger" off, but feared to do 80 in case I'd
get a thick ear! Instead I moved my chair to another part
of the auditorium,

Today we have been handed another post card to send
10 our next of kin and this time we are to be allowed to £ill
it up to capacity provided it is legible., I shall fill it all
right and only hope it reaches my wife in record time and is
not unduly delayed enroute,

NOIE: At this point I lost my nerve to some
extent as I was scared of my being found
by the Japs, so I concealed what I had written
to date, However, as nothing untoward happened
I resumed keeping it after about a month,

6th December, 19u2.

1ittl w 1'3:'“. - I, b mrth. 14 1 m:memhu
e e for anyone, ecause of my O ung trouble
am exocused all fatigues so nu'r life is very monotonous :mhu'l.
However, I try to kill time by reading French when I am not
washing clothes or taking some exercise walking and down
one of the prison exercise yards.,- -I also have a class
for an hour a day, but this is very easy going and I am
getting nowhere fast. There are six of us in the class and
our teacher is one Me Inerny, a Frenchman, who was manager
of a French-owned rubber estate up country in the pre-war
days. He is a brother of Mrs, Granteiatson whom we knew so
well %n t.hoIom days in Ipoh,hamxl an utrunaligc nice fellow,
When I say I am reading French, I am nmgl through
"Monte Cristo" in six volumes, I am now the middle of
the fourth volume,

Zth December, 1942,

God! What weather! The last few days we have had
not only rain but heavy rain interspaced with cloudbursts,
And on top of this the Japs have ordered a black-out state of
emergency so that we are not allowed to have any lights in
the prison between & p,m, and 8 a,m, next day, How the
emergency will last I cannot but it hae cast a of
gloom over the whole place, Rain, such as we are now having,
and the black out, is a bit too much, The only redeeming
feature about it is that the state of emergency may have
been brought about by the activities of our own foreces, in
which case we are prepared to put up with a lot. 'l!hoiooa:l.
paper has given away the fact that the Allied Nations are now
in Moroceo and ers and Mting at the gates orﬁi‘zmu and

and

seems 1o indicate that the initiative has now passed to the
Allies.

Some months ago I placed great hopes on repatriation:
the local paper had ﬁte a lot to say about it and two lots
of British internees had actually left Japan and China for
Lorenzo %. Since the completion of this first exchange
a long time elapsed and we are all gradually pgiving up
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hope, I haven't yet done so completely. I cannot bear to
think of having to otand another year, or more, of this, so I
indulge in a lot of wishful thinking, It is bad enough to be
cooped up in this bloody e, but mich worse to be
separated from my wife, hardest part of it all is this
long separation, I know I should count my blessings, btut
I've done that for so long now that my blessings are begimming
to wear a bit thin, I mpou:_*‘bomgmnmt. Idoll;
best but it ie very hard, I am no and
gemuinely admit that I hate it all, There are days when I
get very depressed, mi there

the strain very badly, It's all probably a guestion of the
state of one's liver! Iy liver can't be ticking over on all
eylinders today, as I appear to be writing in rather a gloomy
strain, I think I'd better ary up.

2th Decenber, 1942,

Depression has rather got the upper hand of me these
last few days, due to & great extent to the weather no doubt,
and also to the fact that I have had a mild attack of hives,
This distressing complaint hit me very badly in Shanghai in
1937/8, when it stayed with me for six monthe and subjected
me to ihe tortures of the damned, and I have a holy dread of
it atanmwithmagainroruinmormloxﬁenndw
present conditions, One has enough to put up with in here
without adding to one's troubles,

Ihawamthedmtoranﬂmmndedtohimr?
theories! I think it is halibut liver oil, of which I have
bomhkingnmgulardou since I came out of hospital last
July nolngimitgandnmtobewm. It's
ma,amltonl:eu.pin e morning with a 1lip like a banana
or an eye half closed,

Sometimes I look to the future and it doesn't seem
g0 good, I lose my confidence in repatriation and them I
foresee a long term of imprisonment, My own impression is
that the war out here will not terminate for some time, maybe
a year, after the termination of the Furopean stiruggle, so
that tl'u outlook, if we are not exchanged, isn't so lu-ight.
zhen are the thoughts which run through one's mind all the

Life is so monotoncus; the same routine day after
day., 1 do no fatigues on account of my health, so have to
£ill in time as best I can by my own devices, DBut it is
surprising how much there is to do, even without fatigues;
by the time I have shaved, bathed and rolled up by bedding,
or put it out to air (which I do every day, weather permitiing
- it 1is timtorbfeakrlxt. Then I have to do some block
roll-call figures (I am at the moment block records orficer)
and report them to the central office at 10 a,m, daily, From

till midday dinner I am free, so I walk for an hour

again weather permitting) and afterwards read French, After
dinner I lie off on a conerete seat in our yard until 3 p.m,,
from 3 to 4 I have my French class, and from 4 to 6, when we
have our last meal of the day (tea, unswectened rice and
pineapple or stewed dried fruit) I do what washing of clothing
may need doing, probably have another bath, and generally
muck around, perhaps typing. Then aft s evening meal I
go into the yard again where I |eitherfsit|reading French or
chatting to some pal, I have even knovn to play shove
ha'penny with Robertson of the Bank on more than one
occasion! When it gete too dark to read I may wander up and

down the mainyard for perhaps an hour before retu to set
my bed in the yard preparatory to in for the night.
Lights out is at 10 p.m. and from then to 10,30 normal

econversational talking is allowed; after 10,30 silence
indoors but up to 11 p.m, talking in the yard may be carried
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on in subdued tones. From 11 p.m, to 7,30 a,m, next morning
there must be complete silence everywhere,

About 10 p,m, dJames Imetchford and I generally meet
and walk up and down our yard yarning until at least 10,30
sometimes until 11 if we get involved in some con :I.l.‘[
m’bi.ot - James is clever at raising controversial subjects
as I know from past experiences of him at luncheon parties in
the old days, As we are dressed for bed by this time
all I have to do when we part for the night is to crawl into
my bed under the verandah of the yard.

Bu

gq-d with James are also out of the question these days.

t's and more rain the whole 24 hours, Someone remarked
the other day in the course of a conversation on the
miserable state of existence in prison, that we hadn't yet
had a suiecide, If this deluge eon'q.mu as it is doing some
one may be driven to it! I hope it's not mel

12 December, 1942,

I once saw "Rain", the play by Somerset mcn.ﬁ
either on the movies or on the legitimate siage, I can
remeniber which, and what comes back to my mind about it is
the steady sound of the tropical dowvnpour, That is what we
have been having thepe last five or six days and it is
extremely depressing,

Nerves are beginning to get a bit frayed, too, For
a long time there seemed to be harmony in the camp and one
never heard of any open display of iraseibility, This record
has been broken and I have recently been told of one or two
brawls, the outcome of some ineignificant annoyance or rag.
The 1 adviser for the F,M,8,, an ex-=judge from Jamaica
named Clark, and another iloka of no social pretensions
whatsoever, came to blows the other day. They both live in
one of the downstairs rooms, and Clark was heard to pass some
facetious and disparaging remark about the electrie lighting.
The other man, who is electrician for the block, took
exception to Clark's remarks and the usfumt finished up by
the electrician calling Clark a bastard! As Clark proba
isn't a bastard it was now his turn to take exception and
did so in a violent manner, He slapped the face of the
electrician! The two then closed and within a few mimtes
were rolling about the floor st other pecople's beds and
belongings. When they were geparated it was found
in the course of this all-in wrestling match that the elect-
rician had buried his teeth in Clark's hand! As time goes on
we shall no doubt find such occurrences becoming more common.

A list of names of women internees in Palembang
(Sumatra) has been placed on our notice board and some men
are relieved to see that their wives, who left Singapore just
at the end, are at least alive, DBut there are others who
peek such rmation and do not find it; either their loved
ones are eafe in British terrltory or dead, they do not know
and the awful suspense mist be killing, One man, for
example, sees in the list I refer to the names of his wife
and one daughter, but not that of his second daughter, He is
just left guessing, I should be driven crazy if I were in the
position of not knowing that my wife was safe.

Colonel Rae of Ipoh is in here and the poor old chap
looks as if he were about to give up the ghost any minmate,
He is a walking skeleton, If he ghould die before relief
comes to us it will be ironie to think that here was a man
who, during hia normal life, was eaten up with ambition, He
was a member of the F, M, 8, f.mslativo Council and also of
the Perak State Council, as a result of which our grateful
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Government made him a C,5,E, | He would probably have been

ted had we carried on the even tenor of our ways out here
ins of having been disturbed by the Japs, What humiliation
to die - if die he should - in an internment camp where he is
mthingumﬂamaunitllkowwmhmo a dredge,
beachcomber, or bank junior arrived in the Bast for the first
time! mtammn:mmum I hope the old boy
will survive,

15th December, 1942,

liy miserable thoughts about Colonel Rae, expressed

have brought on my head swift retribution, I have to
go into Miyeko Hospital again with another break down of the
old tubercular trouble.

I admit to not having felt quite a hundred per cent

these 1“% few days, tut I little suspected it was this, I

imagined the ni.nt was hives, which it certainly was for
:Morm,mtmatumrimoﬂ and now the t,b, I
am not unduly concerned. Itlookatomuuxmmuhnﬂ
gimilar recurrences throughout the rest of my life, It does-
n't seem to which is a good , and I feel wonder=
fully well, weighed 160 1lbs, when I eﬁmmw

last and I now weigh 158 1lbs, which doesn't seem to indicate
any rapid progress of the disease,

Stringfellow came back Tfrom an outside fatigue today
and reported that one of the party had brought back some food,
This inmnocent remark would have aroused no comment except for
the fact that outside fatigues are forbidden to take money
with them and so purchases are out of the guestion, Immediate
interest was therefore aroused and the resulting mlmuon
was that one of the camp dogs, which had accompanied th
fatigue party, had killed a ol'u.ckon and had sucoaum:l.g.
earried it past all the sentries back into the camp! t
surprised me was that no one pinched it from the dog on its
return. Ononishtnwm'tuotnbitwtmmlm to
make a practice of this sort of thing!

I go into Miyako on Thursday I am told, on the
ambulance's next . This will break the monotony and I am
looking forward to the change of and diet, I
expect I shall be away from here for sev weeks which is all
to the good,

My temperament is mercurial. A few days ago I was
wallowing in a slough of despond, relief seemed a fantastic
dream and the future looked black, Today, now that I am due
m:;me{mcmmnmmmzum-thapw.

must have ience mzm- not abandon hope, After all
we have beer intezned for teun months and it looks as
we have mranonthsnhnd of us, I suppose I worry

unconsciously, which is the very worst thing to do,

16th December, 1942,

The rain has lifted, anyway for the day. Iy bedding
is out airing and drying and the world doesn't altogether
uuntohnn'bomahrﬁomdbyﬂod. I really think He mst
have overlooked us these last few days.

19th December, 1942,
I have now spent two nights in hospital and the
change is already taking effect., I feel mich better and my

outlock on life has considera tened, These last t-
weeks in camp were getiing me dowm, to say the least, I think



