A DARING REBEL OFFIOER.

W. READ

DEATH OF CAPT. CHARLES
OF THE CONFEDERATE

NAVY.

|

Capt. Charles W. Read, formerly of the Con-
federate States Navy, died at Meridian, Miss.,
at 2 o’clock yesterday morning.

Capt. Read was born in Mississippi, where
he spent kig youth. Eafly in life hé be-
came interested in mnaval matters and devel-
oped a desire for a seafaring life on a vessel
Of war. An opportunity to gain admittance to
the Naval Academy at Annanolis was quickly
seized upon, and he was gradnated a idsbip-
maw In the navy. He was serving on the Pow-

hatan, in Mexzican waters, when the civil war
broke out. He resigned at once, and when the
vessel arrived in New-York in March, 1861, im-
mediately 1afs for the south.

Personally he otfered his services to Jetferson
Dayvis and Mr. Mallors. the former’s Secretary
of the Nuvy. He was assigned to the Confed- .
erate steamer McRae, and assisted in getting
that vessel ready for sea, The boat was ordered ]
to Columbus, Ky. At Madrid, Island No. 10,
and Fory, Pillow young Read showed the quali-
ties of cuurage and covluess which always dis-
tinguished his actions. When the tleets of - Far-
ragut and FPorter entered the Mississippi and
attacked Foris Jackson aud St. Phillip the Me-
Rae wuas ordered to the rescue. [here, bow-
ever, the vessol recelved a shell below the water
itne and pecame useless. She soon after sank
at & dotk tn New-Orleans.

Read, feoling that there was no further use
for bimn at New-Orleans, proceeded to Ricu-
mond and was soon engaged in erecling bat-
teries for the blockade of the Potomac. This
work was followed by a detail to Fors Pillow,
where he was given command of the heavy
guns along the river plutfs, On being assigned
to the Arkansas after the evacuation of Forg
Pillow, he touk pars in the celebrated ruu of the
Arkansas through the Federal flovt under Far-
ragut, comprising in all nearly forty vessels at
the mouth of 1he Yazoo River and on the Missis-
sippi, until finaily, atter successtfully rapeiling
scveral attacks trom Union yessels, the Arkan-
sas was abandoned by her crew, her engines
having become disabled. .

Lieut. Reud was nexs ordered to the steamer
Florida, the ftirst of the Conrederate steam
cruisors built in England. He jolned her at
Movile, and on jau. 15, 1863, the Florids es-
caped i0 sea. She destroyed fourteen prizes
and bonded threc while Lieut, Read was with
her. One of the eaptares was the Jacon Bell,
from Foo-Choo, China, valued, with her cargo,
at $1,500,000. Whaen the brig Clarence was
captured Lieut. Read went on board of her, and
she was used as a tender to the Fiorida. With
this little eratt, carrying a six-poand howitzer
and few men, Lieut. Read captured the ship
Tacony and transferred his crew to Ler. in
twenty-four days twenty-seven vessels were
captured and destroyed, including a revenus
cutter just out from the harbor ot Portland.

A flect of vessels was then maunned in Port-
land and followea the daring Confederates. Tho
cutter was abandoned and blown up, and Lieut.
Read was made a prisoner at Fort Preble, After
al Ineffectual effort to escave he was exchanged
and sent to join the Jumes Kiver squadron. He
wus placed in command of the naval batstery
Wood. Tbis was in 1865, when a desperate el-
fort was being made to destroy Grant's sup-
plies. His lass work during the war, however,
was on the Webb, on the Red River and the
Mississippi, which vessel was finally run ashore
on being chased by the Richmond. He was
made prisoner again and sent to Fort Warren,
in Boston Harbor.

AU the close of the war Read, who had been
raised to the rank of Captain, made his home at |
New-Orleans, and soon tuok charge of merchant
vessels a3 Captaiu. For seven years he comn-
manded the City of Dallas, engazea 1in the
Honduras frait trade. A yvear and a halt ago
he was made Harbormasier at New-Orlans by
Gov. Nichoils, Disease recentiy made him ua-
11t for service, e sutffered much pain during
his iliness, but bore it without a wurmaur.




