IIX. CHALLENGED BY HIS EXAMPLE

World has had a lot.of leaders but Jesus is by far the
greatest-— superior iB every WaJeess

He was tempted in all points ——w—ee

He came not to do his own will-but will of the one that
sent himeseoo

Men will find some fault in our lives~---— But when they
examine the Life of Jesus._they say with m‘ I find no
fault in this man® Iuke 23:l

IV. CHALLEMGED BY HIS COMMISSION

w——————

W of his earthly ministry Jesus extended his

Invisation--ceme unto me- follow -me....
End)\of his ministry commands them to Gome—--

What a dareing commission.. Poggibly.the. twelve or-at
most 500 were given this program of world cenguest

Here are our marching orders-—-- this is our.task-———-——
Gospel to the last man, women, boy , girl in the darkest
part of the worldeese

Lord what would you have m e to do???727?
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CHELLENGED BY CHRIST

| Tine Pghter
' Intro: No Person has ever reached the full petemtial until
he ties life to a cause or program bigger than himself..

I. CHALLENGED BY HIS INVITATION John 1:38-39

Two disciples came and ask Jesus where he was staying-
He said COME AND SEE,..... This is a continuing invitation.

These two Disciples went home with Jesus.. Ardrew and
Dohn--- They brought their brothers-simeon and James.

EQ%_;H;J-- Matbe 4319, I will make you fishers of
men--- Not only come to me, but follow me, Fromises them
he will make them over again, I will bless you, you will
be a blessing to other peohlec...es

A challenge--- If you domt believe it, if you do not
thinl it is so, sincerely ask youself "What would it
mean in my life if I really followed Jesus"??7?7?2?

Never force us to do this——-~ they were to have fellow
ship with him and then he would send them out into the world/,

II. CHALLENGED BY HIS IDEALS

Perfectiones..ess  Matt 5348 Jesus talke about light
and Sal‘b....--. ‘A

"So you my followers ought to be perfect as your heavenly
Father is ..., Muumnun

Perfection is the Ideal for society..

Erayer]he taught his disciples——- dom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven---- this would
mean perfection

Jest]is are we going in the right dieectign????

are we moving toward the ideal?????Are we closer then we
were yesterday??? S odied i ?¢_+avmn‘f'av7_ Why Are You bheve’
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are some evidences_ that are apparent and that will manifest
Prlimbetoi

—
this discipleship.

@ a desire to gshare itj This to me is an evidence
e —

of true discipleship. That there is an idea of sharing

because we discover that(Jesus)did not tell Andrew to go

W. He did @og, plead with him to go.

Andrew went for his brother because it was the most natural

N A—
e —

and normal thing in the world for him to do. He had found
-‘7

the Messiah. And certainly he would share the news as

quickly as possible with his brother.

The desire to share the experience of salvation with
—-—

someone else is the first and most primary evidences of

true discipleship.

Ci:z_gg_ggggg_hgxg_gp concern or put forth any effort
Ny y concern_or put forth any effo

tg help someone else come to know Jesus, my friend, I'm

ffraid there is something the matter with your discipleship.

The New Testament describes discipleship as It
e

And when we

is ‘an experience that can never be contained.
discover that these early disciples not only shared the
message in spiritual matters, but they shared the message

in material matters, with their money.

Do you know that this is one of the é reat needszof this

(

hour among all Christians. To come to the place that they 1

& "DISCIPLESHIP"

" JOHN 1:35-51
INTRODUCTION :
There is ggggfhing delightful babout this passage. Here

7
is a refreshing and(?IES]Ebstatement. Tn a day when

GE;E;ZI;;I§3>has become a powerful world-wide movement
/

with many(caégleigorganizational super structures, it is

most fitting that we should‘ o return to the kind of

experience prevailing during the days of the Egrmation of

Christianity.

This passage gives the account of the beginning of

Christianity. It was at the @of this exgﬁrience in the

life of Christ, that the . The church was
not born on the day of(?entecosp when the Holy Spirit came
into such power. The churéh of the New Testament was born
when the first dis es attached themselves to Christ.

The beginning of the historical movement that has

achieved great power is a tg;illingAexperiggce. It is the

same kind of thrill that an_explorer must experience when
he traces some river or some mountain, or chart some un-
traveled course. The study that we are thinking about this
morning is the one that will take us back to the beginning

of Christianity.



The< type}of(modern) Christianity, with its endless
——yes o o —
. & -

d _\Li:j.ns)ns, and sul)i___s_i_.gns, which has been broken down

into demni____;__g—gj;h'__i_ns and sects, and c’u}l;t_,s/tf‘s_fggniqsed many
people, as to the essential meaning of disciplesh p. "

éxactlﬁ what does it mean to be a Christian. 5

denomination says one thing, and another denomination says

- -—

another.

tion. (An hi
Our@ will answer the question 1 drew’and his

unnamed friend were the first disciples.
PRI e e TN ad *——-—-——7

e

They were the

fgg_g_ghx_mians. And I believe that what discipleship
—

@ to them ought to mean to us.
You will notice that.

:trg;:ggﬂ,gn, or a movement. They did not even join a church.

became followers.
For there was no church until they ca’n;

ese) two men did not join an |

They did not join a movement. t ad not begun to

: @ t) enlistin followers under the
pr_gg_h— or tg_/agc_h He was (not) en g

banner of His cross, or His cause. At this time, He had

-

as the Messiah.

These two men f joined Jesus; Now this is what it means

done nothing, except to identify himself by @m the Baptist H
g g

|

1

{

to be a Christian to this day. It means to join Jesus. To

attach ones self personally to Him.

They were mgtivated by afsense of need,) There was doubt-

WAS
less much that,thrilling and satisfying about being a discip

[ — 1

3

of John the Baptist, as these men were. But John's ministry

and (message’ only looked forward to the coming Messiah. He
( es:! 8;‘:5 y S il i

looked for another and a greater one who would come after him
e s

His disciples must havethe mcmpletenfgs of his

e —

message. It was not ult te, and there was something else.
8 & \__% ___7‘i—%

It must have been this desire for the something else that

prompted Andrew and his companion to lea_ye,:yn and to begin
== et

to follow Jesus.

The @ment of commitment) that was involved in the

relationship into which Andrew , Peter, Phillip, Nathanael,

entered into with Jesus. They .‘!’Mﬂﬂ—ﬂm They
did fave mental ascent to the fact that he was

— 7
the Messiah. They @is zompanions and hel_pe;g)

Their recognition of Jesus as the Messiah is vggglﬁ(m:i Ysmall
matter. This is an @ssentialdof discipleship.

—

There are

those who think they are Christians because they recognize
Jesus as g('great teache)'u___'l‘ha_m%:f_gough. There are
others who believe that they are Christians or disciples
because they merely use some of the Bible terminology. But

discipleship is that experience of submitting ones self

to Jesy;_Ch‘ri&t_as_the_Snn_of_yd. There is no way to get

around this.

And now I come to the@ of discipleship because there

s
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Jeviticus 22:19-20.

Th¢ kind)of sacrifices that the people were gffering

and God's attitude toward them is revealed in Malachi 1:6-8
e o
and, 13 ‘and 1
c———~//

.does not want our left overs. He does not want the

little scraps of time and strength that we have left. We
R e e
ey

have spent most of our hours of energy upon ourselves.

I think the/most religiou$ thing some of you people
e

could do would be/;g/ﬁghnge the way you spend Saturday
o 1 o

/
ni%hts,x,So/Ehat you would be fresh and ready to worship ;

and serve God on Sunday.

The people of Israel were withholding the tithes that i
P — J
they owed God. Thmmade clear the responsibi-—

lity that God's people have to give back to £od 1/10 of

all that he gives to them. Leviticus.27:30- 32

o " i

(ﬁgzg>the people of Malachi were practicing in terms of
5 ==

tithing was disclosed in Malachi 3:7-10. Verggjz_and 9

et

reveal that they were separated from Cod.

Vszggzgi says one of the main reasons for this separation:
and nggg:lg,_gives the splution.

What he was trying to get the people to have a mind to
do what work they needed to 'in order to realize in money

-

matters they must be right as well and that God was going

to bless the people. And until they were ready to get ¥ ht

will be willing to share of(t&g{zﬂiggg§\>with the Lord's .

work. There is somewhat of a@e.pression in this area.

Do you remember the depression o 1930 Do you recall the

desp , the suffering, the national calamity. Do you
remember what it did to the spt:iggildg%gple, and to their

religion. It made megz_gggglg question whether there was

17229>°r-295L
They had a depression id:gg;;;;l:;\;n 450 B. C. which

was a great deal like the depression we had. To many

Israelites the end of the Babylonian captivity in 536 B. C.

(?egggg_gg_gggsinn The nation, it was believed, was about

to recover the vanished glory of the days when David ruled.

The land would become Fruttfuls . The rain would.never; fail.
- g

It would‘ggge when needed.

Butthf the matter was different. It was
b

only a small portion of the nation that returned under
St EEAR

Zerubbabel and they found life as hard as ever. The rains
would fail to come, There was d;ggghx, there was famine.

And this condition persisted year after year. And the spirit

of dull depression settled over the community.

It was in this climate that(Malachi’ preached and wrote.
1S . C te -

He opened the words of his book, the burden of the word of

the Lord to Israel by Malachi. Now sometimes preachers have

to bring messages that they don't enjoy delivering. Every
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¥

preacher would like to deyote all of his<;;rmons on happinesi

But knowing the lives of the people, that they are breaking
R

the heart of God, he must come and say some things that may
R

be difficult. I think the book of Malachi was written in

this way, but I think it was preached orally before it was
i —— e e, | Wy el

Ysiggen. And it was no longer possible for a E{gghet to
—— //

7
gain a hearing simply by saying, thus sayeth the Lord.

There

was 8(§§;§;E:bf rationalis;)in the air. I think the same

and rationalism

—

spirit is abroad today. We have skeptici
—&—-———7 —

in the air today. Thus sayeth the Lord means nothing,
i -l

whatsoever, to many people. They will only accept that

They will accept

hich they can reason in their mind.
Wl v b

et d—

nothing that is not reasonable to their own mind.

their own spiritual and moral 1aws< Malach? was favced to
\g
2l i
d sald
say somethin I have lovev_yqu gt
the lord. Yet ye say, wherein as thou love . The

ing their hard times on God |
people of Iq£§el were ngp ng A,__;QD s |

(
Now this attitude affgggg_lafa. When people make !
|
)

because they doubted that they were getting a sguare’ggal ;
from God. They were not only depreqﬁgd, they became

spiritually irresponsible and they were offering unfit

sacrifices in the temple. Their sharing in God's work

had certainly declined. !

Now th(E;;;Dpurpose of Malachi's messgég was to get

e ——— - ——

£

the people to see that they had brqgghg_;§§5=;;gghlg

4 il
upon themselves. And therefore, he thundered forth. Ye
e ———— -
are cursed with a curse. For ye have robbed me, even this

;——,— 2 W u— -_.._-——"‘—"——_—-—-

whole nation. 3:9.

Over 100 years before this timé(é;;;lzi)had delivered
A—————————————— e

S—— 7

the same message to the groups of people spread about

S

abroad in Israel. Now the people of his day blamed their

fathers an verb. And they said the trouble
A
is this. The fathers had eAten sour grapes and the children's

- A

teeth are set on edge. ’N Ezekiel said no, they were not

there because of the sins ¢f theif fathers. They were there

/: [ &
because of /ftheir own disobedie@uﬁ&) There is

in that for us. <§g)our.qhurch does not have great success
/ o

oing to

in its ministry, it is

es fault but our own.
g

It is not going to be God' t. It is not going to be

the fault of anything in the past, it is going to be the

fault of the membership.

Malachi's messages dea

trying to get them to(ge 1in the

The people were

And there is no_way we can 6;:;;ss FEig.

offending God in the ways they were sacrificing and the

way they were offering the animals -- they were the worse

kind. They were<f?EE€;)than the best that they had, the law
. B —

had required that which was a victim without any iqperfection.
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at our house last night. What happened at your house, my
g—————

boy. I should like to know. And he said, oh, you should

have been there. Papa, sister, and

me called into the room and Papa sobbed and said he told

us he had not lived like a Christian father ought to and
— >

Papa asked sister Wm. Neither of us could

talk. He did not know what t°/f§Y' Both of us cried.

—

Papa prayed last night.
- ————:;7

Papa

asked Mama to open the Bible for him and he tried to read it.

— b mr—

But he could not. And then Papa kneeled and prayed, mostly

about himself, and then he said when he got up -~ children,
— —
Papa is going to live a different life from this on.

And the @ said, I went to my room and I could not sleep.
s

I sain't you sleep my boy. And then as he

leaned over'on the preacher's spoulder, he said, I found

out 1astlni~ht that I am a sinner, that I am lost.
/ .

That you might tell me

You do

not know how I wanted to see you.

i il

what to do.

The preacher said we turned into a little store house

vacant, and there in a few words I told the boy how it is

—

that Jesus saves a sinner. And the lad made the simple

Cigggggg_guxrend_;i and was saved that very Monday morning.
——

You should have heard him the next Sunday morning when the
W

pastor said,<gf11 ug my boy what started you on this upward
W

way. He lgoked across a his fa her s?égsof
.//

in money matters, QQS‘YEE‘Ept going to bless tﬁ;y.
‘I ‘know we are praying for a revival in our c%;gch. We

We'd like to have more

staff members. We are praying for a am. We are
praying for a successful ministry. Now I think

/
to give f these things, but I don't think and
=L N

are praying for the staff members.
_—-—-—"""_-7

believe He is going too unless the members of our church

family are right with God fi ially. Perhaps we are
right with God money-wise but our offerings cause me to
doubt it.

I .am not trying to raise thgéiﬁg;g;i My purpose is

vastly more important than that.,
"

I am trying to bring

about aq(awakening} For us to awaken to the conditions
B

that we are going to have to face in order to get the

blessings of God upon our church.

Getting right with God financially is not something the

church can(;ote to dé) It id(ﬁiééigg;;2>and an individoal

matter.

It is not something that we can legislate.

like to challenge the members of our church who have been
0 -

And to catch up

neglecting God financially to catch up.
e

I know there are soms_ghgﬂgiyejé;o when they

ought to be givin

this week.
And some who have been giving a
dollar when they ought to be giving $5-$10. And I think we

need to get our finances right with God.

I know that we

I would

<
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have a great number ully give. There

are some who give over and abqgg their offerings. And I

know that you the church, and you love God.

-—"7
of you who hav his, I know that you love the
church and you lovz/iiil,;EEE,I—WDUId encourgge you to
S ——
keep your financial telationsh .
Now (Eig:gg—gg:_fgx_;he sake of meeting a financial
_(éé%g%%jg;t I think it is for the squ_nf_meeting_a_anff;;ual

cziglg. Thig(EEGI;—;;;E‘the beginning of an awaEEPing in

the church.

It could be the dawn of a new day, if every

; : -
person who loves the Lord and 1oggg_ggyxh_ﬂosiolk—nagﬁist

: Church, would pledge to do what he knows is r%gpt under

God and then lét him do it. Now this was something that

<§appenedEin the New ;ggtament as well, concerning disciple-

ship. The disciples had sqqgshigg_tn_855;e. They shared

the message, they shared their money.

(?E;;;§>Y2;ansforming experience. Discipleship once
t* 2 ER

It is illustrated

again means a transforming experience.

herer that he was going to be called

Cephas, the Rock.
oz e s

And Jesus made a rock out of Peter. And he was the

least rock-like man that anyone could have thought of. But
: >

e ———

Jesus transformed him from shifti into a solid rock.
o AT

And others

SR

..... [ ve—

11
Discipleship, my friends, will make a new person of you.

It will change you from the inside out. It is a miraculous
transforming experience. And @%«ent and shared and
the result was the transforming experience.

many years ago begged his people to put first Ehiggg_gixst

and that the men who were Christians would pause at the

breakfast table for a season of prayer, or the loved ones

around them in the evening time when the day was done, that
5 ~___——-——-
they would gather the circle about them and speak with the
3.7 (AW
great Saviour an acknowledgement and continual plea for His
ol A b 20, i e IO S

mercy to be granted them. <§§§E€§§jxhac morning said they

would change their ways. One outstanding whose
-, —

voice was often heard in the city searched the preacher out

V4
and said, oh, I have lived miserably far from what is

consistent and right.

I will t ew leaf tonight.
Family prayer shall be at my house tonight and_every night

£

he%ce forth. I follow it just a moment more, the next

morning as I crossed the city the preacher said, I saw his

only son about 15 or 16 years of age, and as I traveled

rapidly along, the boy called me. And when he reached me,
e > T TR 27 T 9

I saw in his face that there was a deep battle of some sort
e ———

P ——

~a

going on. And he said, g&i is it my boy, that I can do
for you. And then he 1ngEg_gggg_and then looked up, with
his face covered with tears he said, you ought to have been
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the church and said, Papa's prayer last Sunday night

it
started me on the upward way.

. Now I know it is (difficulf to pray for men and women.

>
- ?
And I know it is difficult, but listen to this. Everything

7.
on this earth worthwhile costs. And you and I must dare

not thrust back into some little r in our lives

a—

a_thing that is chief and that God commands, and that God

has appoint for the winning of this world to God. We
s _321:5559’ g o

must share our testimony, we must share with our money.

.figggw Zack magnified the place and the power and

pers al work in the winning of lost people to Christ.
—— >

And he helped to bring about this transforming experience.

Third,'a |[revealing experience.| Discipleship is not only

something we share and something that transforms, but it

is something that brings to us a revelationm.

(:g;:;;;;zi\was amazed at what Jesus~xe!ealed~taj§;m.
=y

<:§E§E§2éaid "you haven't seen anything yet". And he hadn't.

For after Nathanael had fol%Pwed_;esus for three years, I am
: —

sure that this first little miracle was insignificant.

<1§g;;\a person becomes a follower of_ggaugjghxist, there

are things he comes to understand that he never did before.

P
He understands thipgs about himself. He understand things
e

about other people. He understands things about God.



Andm never have undesstood these things apart

from being a follower of Jesus Christ.  They cannot be

comprehended by the mind alone, they can only be learned in
/

the experience of walking with Christ.

Now this is not strange when we think ahnﬁit. Because

there are many things that are only understood by experience.

Fo maf/rgge or parenthood.: You could never really
i e ‘;f—:/
understand by reading a book, or some pamphlet written on

P

the subject.-

G_le_s_.plgn is very simple. He means for it to be done

just .as it was in this passage. man tells his brother

7

about Christ. And an man tells his friend.

o to be won to Christ bg_ profess-

To whatever degree it is to be won, it is going to be

Z n by folks ou ust tell your brother, and

tell your friends, about Jesus Christ. @ you Christian
[ S

‘men and women listening to me really wish ‘that sinners should

be saved. ~Probably you will say yes, I wish that sinners
e

CCE

might be saved. 'But ou Christians promise God and in

the presence of God and of angels and men, declare that

S ——

you not only desire to see sinners saved but that you will

try yourself. TFail, though however weak you might be, you

will try to be like Andrew, and win somebody to Christ. Would
-—

|

n

you say that is my desire.

helping me.

That is my purpose, God



