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In honor of the vetera.ns of..the Confedera’u: States Navy assembled
in_Washington .for the.Confederate R

deunicn, Mr. Charles W. Stewart,

Superintendént of Naval Records of the Navy Department’ and.compiler
of jhe Official Records of the Union arid Confederate Navies, has written-

a historical sketch of “The Blockade. and Cnu.s’ers of the Confede,racy”

which appears in the June issue of
" Nai¥ League of the United States.

Sea Power, 'the official organ of the

Mz Stewart’s article is. herewith reproduced with the old dravnngs
and photographs codtributed to Sea Power to illustrate this memorial to
ihe bravery and genms of the officers and mert of the Confederate States

N avy.

HE naval operations of the
Ccivit War,” 1861-1865,
were of such vast propor-
tions that a bird’s-eye
view is Iimcomplete and
distorted liK&™ 2 view of
the entire world at a
glance.

The - operations of the
Confederate Navy were
heaviest near home bhut
extended - in a thin Iine
around the world, limited
only by the means at hand in the way
of ships, guns and fuel, for there was
no lack of skill, ability, courage, or
enterprise.

‘The Union blockade of the Confed-
.erate States coast, declared In 1861,
was tightened rapidly. Harbors and
river mouths were seized and held as
- bases from which to attack by land
and sea. Rivers were occupled, both
as lines of Unionr communicatiocns and
as blockading barriers between "Con-
federate .areas. Blockading squad-
rons swarmed about the Atlantic ports
frora Maine to Mexico, although the
declared blockade begar in Chesa-
peak Bay and ‘ended at tfhe . Rio
Grande, 3,600 miles of coast plerced
by some two hundred Inlets deep and
shallow, - along the shores of rine
States of the realm of King Cotton.

The Confederate naval offense and
defense iz a brave story, mever fully
totsi, although its skeleton framaswork
j= printed In the Official Records of the
Tnion and Confederate Navies. The
flesh to A1l out the heroic figuré must

. come from the records, biographies
and rarratives of the actors. It was
a battie of the. weak against the
strong: a coptest between stripling and
- giant, David and Goliath.

Neutral Bases Of The Blockade

Ruonners.

The peutrai points of Bermuda, Nas-
sau, Havana, and Matamoras served
as bases of trade with the South.

Nassau, on the Isiand of New
Providence, was the most promfnent;
180 miles from the Florida coast, 540
milés from Charleston; near 600 miles
from Wilmington. about three days’
run. For such short trips small coal
supply vwras needed. XNaszau had a
shallow harbor, an advantage for the

Tight dratt blocﬁﬁde-ruxmem.

New
Providence was surrounded by a2
legfon of small islands over which thé
greatest - naval power of the world
threw a protection as complete .as that
of gun-fire. Vessels from blockaded
ports when hard pressed, often found
refuge among these Islands, reefs and
shoals, and skillful pllots brought them
through in safety. Nassau, before
the war. was of small-importance.
given chiefiy to flshing and wrecking.
The war brought shipping, trade,
merchandise and munitions for the
Confederacy, cotton for England,
banks, brokers, government agenfs,
many people and much money.

Bermuda enjoyed In smaller meas-
ure the profits and pleasures of
blockade-running. It was some 700
miles from Wilmington, the chief Con-
federate port of the runners during
the last year of the war.

Havana was of still less importance,
for the Gulf blockade was alert and
it was a thousand miles to Galveston
or Matamorazs and six hundred to
Mobile. R

Matamoras, Mexico, forty miles
from the mouth of the Rio Grande and
opposite ~ the town of Brownsville,
Texas, offered peculiar opportunities
for trade, contraband and otherwise.
Lighters transferred cargoes to and
from the river mouth which could nof
be blockaded, and Matamoras, able
to conduct trade across the bonndary
with the Confaderacy, became a
fourishing - emporfum. Several ves-
sels bound for Matzmoras were seized
but most of them were released. on the
ground that a2 newtral port could not
be blockacied and there was no bredch
of blockade in sailing for it In the
case of the Peterhoff, sefzed with pa-
pers showing Matamoras as destina-
tion, only the contraband part of her
cargo was condemned.

Whep. the advantages of a neutral
destination were fully undersiood the
bicckade-runners from Europe 8o
cleared and waited for a chance to
run to their real destination. The
U. & Courts, after z {ime, held, in

accordance with the oid principle of |

the British prize courts known as the
“doctrine of continuous voyage’ that
the mere touching at an intermediate
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port of a vessel engaged in an Illegal
vorage could not legalize such voyage.

Therefore, a vessel cleared frem Bar-:

celona with the intention of.touching
at Matamoras and proceeding to Gal-
veston was, if such intention could be
proved, subject to capture and con-
demnation on the ground that - the
two voyages were, In fact, one and
the same voyage.

The blockade-runners mef, this difm-
culty by transshipping. At Nassau
freight was unloaded and piled on
the docks.. Cargoes between Nassau
and Europe were carried in the heavy
freighters; those' between Nassau and
blockaded ports were taken in lght-
draft steamers of high speed and Iow
visibility, almost noiseless machinery,

and handled by skillful pilots and

masters. The- wages for a single
round trtp, Nassau to Wikmington
and back in 1864, were 318,000 of
which the captain received $5,000,
the .pilot %2,750, the chief engineer
$2,500 and the chief officer $1,250.

As cargoes from Liverpool to Nas-
sau were then made liable to capture,
the plan was tried for a time, of
shipping by regular lines from Liver-
pool to New Tork, thence to Nassau.
on the supposition that the TUnited
States wounld not Interfere with com-
‘merce betweenr her own ports and
those of a neutral. AsS soon as it
was discovered that trade from New
York to Bermuda and Nassau was
assuming large proporticns, the Col-
tectors of T. S. Ports, under instruc-
tions, refused clearance on suspidion,
or require:z ample securfty that such
cargoes should not fzll into enemy’s
hands, and the trade resumed its
nusual course from Xurope via Ber-
muda, Nassau and Havana. These
details are mentioned in explanation
of the difficulties of the blockading
squadron and as having a beazring on
more recent couditions.

The biockade-runners were often
commanded by Britlsh as well as
Confederate maval offcers, z2nd the

tricks of the trade of blockade-runaing

employed by them make reading that
s more fasclnating - than flction.
There was 100 per cent. profit on
each voyage, if successful; otHerwise,
if captured, it was 100 per cent. loss.
There were brought in during the war
1,150 >rizes, 210 of them steamers.
Three hundred and fifty-flve vessels
were burned, destroyed or driven
ashore; 1,605 prize vessels in all,
whose value Is estimated at near fifty
millions of dollars. There were great
dangers as weil as large profits in
blockade-running. Maffit, Wilkinson,
Goyle, Bier and other . 8 Navy offi-
cers conducted blockade-runners with
great skill while “A. Roberts” ({Tfier-
wards Hobart Pasha), Admirals Mur-
ray-Aynsley and Hewett, and Captain
Hugh Burgoyns, of the Royal Navy,
and Captain Tom Tazylor (who wrote
Running the Biockade) couid point
with pride to their dare-devil exploits
that supplied the Confederate States
in spite of the Union blockade.
The Cruisers—TUnjon.

The regular cruisers of the U. S.
Navy and some two dozen chartered
vessels were employed in searching
for Confederate cruisers and priva-
teers. The Union list is long. They
scoured the sens, mainly the Norith
Atlantic Ocean. bui visited 21l other
oceans except the Antarctic.

The Crulsers—Confederzie.
. The Confecderate Crulssrs include
the Alabama, Chickamauga, Fleriéa,

Georgia, Nashville, Olustee, Rappa-
hannock, Shenandoah, Stonewall,
Sumter and Tallahassee. The most

famous three of these are, in order,
the Alabama, Shenardoah and Tlorida,
under Semmes, Waddcl and Maffit, of

the C. S. Navy, formerly of the U. 8.
Navy. .
The Sumier, under Commander

Raphzel Semmes, C. S. Navy, was
the first deep-ses cruiser. She es-
caped to the broad ocean June 390,
1861, through the blockade at the
Passes below New Orleans; cruised
for six months in the West Indies

and Atlantic,

was blockaded in Gibral-
tar; was there sold, and later bacame
a blockade-runner.

She mzde seventeen prizas, of whic
two were ransomed, seven were re-
leased in Cuban ports, two were re-
captured and six were burned with
their cargoes.

C. 8. 8. Alabama, formerly 290 and

Enrica, commissioned and christened

Alabama August 24 1862, off Ter-
clera, the Azores, was the glory of
the Confederate Navy cruisers.

Untder Semmes she rcamed the seas,
North Atlantic, South Atlantic, and
Indian Oceans. She captured the
bark Conrad and commissioned her
as the tender Tuskaloosa. Her cruises
and deeds are forever recorded in the
minds of men and the ‘*‘Alabama
Clatms.”" One of her dashing fights
was the sinking of the U. S. 8.
Hatterzz of the blockading squadron
off Galveston, January 11, 1863, after
thirteen minutes of firing. The priz-
oners were landed in Jamaica, with-
out delay.

On December 7, 1862,
the mail steamer Ariel in Mona
Pzssage, with over 700 passengers
(half of them women and chilidren),
severai U. S. Navy and Marine
Officers and 140 U. 8. Marines.
These femmes proposed to land at
Kingston. Jamalica, hefore burning
the ship, but the prevalence of yellow

she captured

Confederslie
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fever there preveated him from carry- |

ing out the plan, and he paroled the
belligerent priscners and reieased the
vesgsel under ransom bond, 8128000
for (he ship, $122,000 for cargo.

The Algbama in her cruize, 1862-
1864, overhauled near 310 vossels:
burned 55 appralsed by Semmes at

$4.613,914.00; ransomed 10 for $562,-

250,
Alabana-Rearsage Battle,
This roraance of the sea, the cruise
of the Alahama, was ended by the
battle with the U. S. 8. Kearzage,
under Captain Winsglow, U. 9. Navy,
about seven miles off Cherbonrg,

1
!

1 fitt, €.

Frapce,” Sunday morning, June 19,
1864. The Alabama had 149 men
and officers, one. 100-pounder rifle,
one VI1II-inch shell gun (68 pounds),
six S2-pounders, eight guns, iotal

weight of proj@cgllcs 360 pounds.
T’ne I éarsage had 163, ‘“men and
officers, two XI-inch . guns, - (136,-
b‘ounders), four 3"-p0unders‘, one
nﬂed 30- pounde‘. <e\‘en guns, total
woight of projectiles 430 pounds.. The
fight began at 10. 57 A. M.. The.ves-
sels wereg headed in opposite directions
and about 1,000 yards apart, Droadside
to broadside, firing rapidly’ and mov-
ing around.in circles until seven revo-
lutions were completed, near the close
of the batile. At noon the Alabama
was .,e.ﬂing in the water, and a boat
from her.anndunced - the- surrender.
The British yacht Deérhound at-Win~
slow’s request. picked up 42 persons,
including -Captain’ Semmes, and’ took
them .to Southampton. England. Of
seventy prisoners taken by the Kear-
sage three were dying and séventeéen
wounded.. 'They , were immeadiate~
1y paroled at Cherbourg. . The en-
gagement lasted. an:hcur and twen-
ty nalnutes; -after. the" last shot was
fired the’ Alabamu sank in 40 fathoms
of water. "~ A’ shell (100 pouude.) was
found buried In "the stérn<poést of the
Kearsage, and Captain Semmes said
that the fate of the batile was decided
by the defects of a percussion cap.
The post with shell is at the Wash-
ington Navy Yard.

. Cruise Of The Florida.

The C. S, S. Florida. ~formerly
Manassas and Oreto, was placed under
the command of Lieutenant J. N. Maf-
S. Navy, at Nassau. New Provi-
dence, injAugust, 1862, took on her
stores and ' battery of t“o ViI-inch
rifles zuid six VI- mch guns near "Green
Cay,
fever, and, short of officers and men,
unable to firc & gun, on September 4,
ran the blockade Into-Mobile, dashing
past the blockading squadron in broad
daylight.. The Florida was nearly shot
to pieces. After three months’ repairs
she saijled out under the command of
Mafiit January 16. 1862, through the
blockading squadron, and in five
months took and destroyed fourteen
prizes between New York and Brazil.

Thne Florida was reflited at Ber-
muda, sailed for Brest, and was there
repaired. - Maffit was relieved by
Commander J.- N. Barney, C. S
Navy and he- in turn by Lieutenant
Charles Manigault Morris C. s
Navy. The Florida saziled February

{10, 1864, and in July raided the ship-

ping a.long the .coast of the TUnited
States, causing great ekcltement.
While at anchor in the meutral ha
bor of Bahia, Brazil, she was rammcd
and captured October 7, 1864, by the
T. S. 8. Wachusett, under Commander
Napoleon Collins, U. 8. Navy, and with
seventy prisoners, officers and men,
was taken to Hampton Roads where
she was sunk by a “‘common accident”
according to the findings of a court.
For this violatlon of the rights of a
neutral power, ard as an amende, a
squadron of U. S. Navy vessels was
sent to Brazil and at Bakia the Brazil- .
tan flag was sajuted July 3, 1856. Com.
mander Coilins was tried znd sen-
tenced to dismissal, but the verdict
was disapproved.

Clarence-Tacony-Archer Cruisa.

On Mzy 6, 1863, Maflit placed-Lieu-
tenant Charies W. Read. known as
“Savvy Read” on board the captured
brig Ciarence, with a howitzer, small
arms. supplies, an engineer offcer and
twenty men. to carry out Read’s pro-
posal: “'to proceed to Hampton Roads
and cut out a gunboat or steamer of
the enamy.” DMaffitt advised attacks
from all unexpéected quarters.

Read was as daring and ready as
John Paul Jones, and sailed at once
on his errand.

In June, 1843, he began some lively
work betwecen the Chesapeazke and
Maimme. By the 10th he haé.captured
five vessels, Four were burned, and

ter suited to his purpose, Tlead trans-

the new cruiser, burned the Clarence
and in two weeks made ten more
prizes. the last of those, the schooner
Archer of 90 ton, succeeding the Ta-
comy burned. Two days later. June
27th, the Archer pui Into Portiand
harbor, capfured the revenue cutter
Caleb Cushing, clapped the crew in

(irons and put to sea, all in broad day-

light. Being ovarhaalzd by heavy ves-

[

|

tried to escape to the Archer, but was
captured. This  Clarence-Tacony-
Archer explolt rdised 2nough cxcite-

suffered the ravages o6f vellow.

the fifth. the bark Tacony. heing bei-

ferred hfs one-gun batiery and crew to '

seis Read seot fire to the Cushing, and .

[
forty United States vessels to stop-itg
wild career. . -

The_C. §. S. Tallahasse, a ' twin-
screw ste:.-.mslup (formerly theé Atlunts
and afterwards the C. 8. 8. Olust_ee),
uxmer Lommanﬂer John Taylor W’ood.
C. 8. Navy, left W 'lmlngton August s,
pa::sed the blockaders, .calicd at “Hali-
fax, and arrived back at \Vxlmmgton
August 26,°1864. In this cruise she
captured | ‘hirty-three vessels... “'ThEr‘e
were burned, sixteen; ‘scuttled, ‘fen;
bonded, five; and reléased, two.” ‘This
cruise, following close on thke ‘heels
of that of the Florida’ \maer Morris,
aroused serious apprehensions: partic-
ularly as the U. S. Consul at Halifax,
reported that cruisers similar to the
Tallahassee were expected to leave
Wilmington daily and on like ‘errands,
closing his dispatch with the words:
“Of this there is mo doubt.” N

The Shenandoall. -

The C. S. S. Shenandoah. under
Lieutenant J. 1. Waddell..C.- S. Navy,

was commxaﬁioned at Los -Desertas
near Madeira,  October 19, 1864, and
sailed for the Pa cific Ocean to- destroy
the New England whaling Heet. '=he
was formerly the Sea King, & fabt anu
staunch- British steamship.

of Good ope and -Australia to the
North Pacific and Bering Strait. By
June 28, 1865, the Shenandoah had
destroved thirty-pwo vessels and bond-
ed six with =2 total 'nmr:llsed value of
$1,172,253. On August 2, receiving
word from the British ba.rk Barra-
couta, in 16 degrees North 121 degrees
West, of the overthrow of the Con-
‘edera;a goversiiment, the long voyage
of 17.000 miles to England via Cape
Horn was begun. It ended Noveniber
%, 1865. at Liverpool, in surrender to
the British Govérnment. .

The Shenandoah carried eight guns:
tour VIII-inch two 32-pounders. and
two 12- pounders. She \'lsited ln_ her
crulse every océan execept ths Ant-
‘arctic. Fier anchors werc on Her'bows
for eight months. The staunch ship
made 58,000 miles without serious
mishap, czriving the “Sters and Bars”

around  the world. On her Jjourney
from the Alentian Isiands to .St
she salled’ 23,000

George's Channel
miles 'n 122 days without cee.ng ‘land.
On June 22, 1865, in the Arctic
Ocean off Cape Navarin, the C. S. 8.
Shenandoah ﬁred the last gun of the
Confederates States Navy,_ and, it is
believed the last gun of the Civil War.

The war of 1861 is gone more than
half a century. It was a compara-
tively civil war as conducted DBetween
Navy people, South and North.
Navy prisoners were generally ex-
changed or paroled speedily. The offi-
cers had been like brothers, many ot
them for a generation.

Occasionally a Navy capture—after
the capture—was more like a reunioc
of friends than a conquest of  ome
enemy by another.

One harsh note was the seizure of

Admiral Semmes at Mobile notwith-
standicg the pavole at Greensboro.
‘.\‘. (o, The explanation of this pro-
'cedure Is printed by Naval Solicitor
’Bollus in a magazine artic!e, ‘“\Why
Semmes was Not Tried.”
,  The Confederate navy, poer in re-
SOuUT riech in genius, developed
lronclad and fought in the great
battle in Hampton Roads that revolu-
rionized mnaval warfare; created the
ironclad ram; created the best and
most effective rifle- gun of the time,
the Brooke rifte: created and ex-
panded a torpedo service, and oper-
ated the first successiul submarine
torpedo hoat. |

The descendants of the C. S. Navy
officers have gained place and fame
in our presant U. S. Navy. Captain
H. H. Marmaduke, a midshipman on
the Merrimack in her battle with the
Monitor. but now of the Office. of
Naval Records and Library. Navy Da-
partment, has charge of Confederate
States Navy rolls and records that
have confirmed the service of many
a gaiiant veteran. : )

There is proposed a fitting memorial
to the Confederate Sta Wavy in the
! heautiful fraternd! Vicksburg National
Mitlitary Park, to be sltuated at the
isite of a Confederate Navy battery
inear the river and on the extreme
1r.ght of the Confederate line of de-
ifense. The U. 8. Navy memorial is
I sitirated at the site of Naval Battery
! Selfridge on the extreme right of the
i Union line of attack. The great road-
iweays fhrough the Park are Unlen
: Avenue and Confederate Avenue.

They were lusty and gallant men
and officers of these Americarn navies,
Ithat struggled on the sea, fIfly years
rago, and for them all there is but one
isentiment today, ‘‘cheers for the liv-

ment to warraat sending out someling and tears for the dead.”

The Shen:mdoah cruised via Cape
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