<l
when Life falls in on us, as someone has said, when life knoc
us Eg gur knees' we are in a perfect It was [y

such a place as no one else would ever have thought of prayer
being offered, at that time. And yet at this place; We find

that Jesus prays in the most unllkely place,

the rest of the world with wglls around it,

And a1l the people
were blind, He lived for.a while in that stranEE E&EE?' He
was considered strange, queer, by the nativep. :Their experts

said his brain is affected by those queer things called eyeg.

And they distracted him. And he would be normal if his eyes

should be removed, ~Now the traveler fell in love wit jiden f

who pleaded for him tochave hlS gyes removed.

 hnbdo w1 O

That “they might

ey

live in happinegs. But one

saw the Tocks in the mesdows and the besutiful white flo

¥ 2 g e

morning, he saw the sun ri

s he

and But

r@»lgqger was he contgnt in the valley of darkness.

Here

he climbed back to the land where men wajked in light,
-~ i ~— —— N— — e 5 o)

"They

thopiggﬁgpat he was q,wér. They-thought that they could bring
him down to the W« but they feiled to do this by
crufifying him, The world of darkness here at Golgotha is a

place where the contrast between the Saviouf's heart of grace

£y
B & "y

B would expect to hedr a prayer would bo on W And
L s ' 0 g

perhaps the@ﬁ Eooglolon earth to expect ®o hoar anyone
proying were the (lopan soldier

 Christ, For ususlly they had beed gocustomed for the victims

TN
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.A STRANGE PLACE OF PRAYER
Luke 2333L -

)

v
L dhall consider this under three he%gp the_plage

i o~
| unw«lar. the polilijpn offercd, and thawzy

The t place rh- ‘in a the world, that_anyone

who had just crucified Jesus

ahreiking with pain, crusing the spectators, and calling for

ﬁ the condemnation of the soldiers who crucified them. . ... 5.
Wght do so. But Jesus was no 7o_{’d‘i.msxrjr |

| man.’ : |

For during his lifetime he hod tgught men forgivemess.

For those who had wnonged them. In Matt. 18:28, he ‘exorted ‘

his own followers, his disciples, to love their enemies and |
to blggs them who cursed them; and to do good to those who &

hated them; and tgng;é;,for those who persecuted them. (Matt.

5shlY.  Now Jesus wes the very We_bf all that he taught.

And thus we come to think sbout a strange place of prayer and

a strange prayer.

And these words, there are

4
35 .;ﬁil.
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seven of them, were jxgl_lm through wh-ich you could

see a great deal. These words are likﬁictur.es, they're likef_"-

(number and they are very .

/{hotoszaghs. - They arqs

precious becaunse we know thegfsa of the dyi e s -

impressive.

We never forget the death-bed nttersnces of a;
ek

loved one, a bosom friend, “The last words of. famous men are

treasured forever.
men are represented as having risen on their death=beds and
spoken remarkable words that meant a great deal.

And npw we

are to consider the last words of the Christ.

L Thi Placg Unlikeﬂ-

When we think about the strange prayer, we cannot but

help thinking about the strange place where it was offered.,

They tell us theWs the most painful method of

execution that eyil minds ever deyised. So terrible was it

e its use in the case of. Roman

It consisted of anwm a beam across it.

It was. probably upon this type of a cross that Jesus died,

In carrying out the _gruel decree the upright piece was placed

first in a hpld.in the ground with th{ Eross pi ecg lying flat
T -

on_the ground. . The wictim was made tow_ with his arms

And they say that after jepking the arms and

outstretched.,

%M%Q;, ,l)‘i_’g;i’,.,.to render the victim helpless, his arms |

In the Scriptures, Joseph, loses, and othe"r-'_”

wore'bo_m_\d. by x_%to the cross beam. Then . 119
through the hends into the wood. After the v
drawn into position, the cross _beg |

n&}&d to the cross begm that Jesus bgﬁan to pray.
c_:rowg hurled their hated wor7ds at him, end while the,thief

also CW’ be was praying. . 4 4 45

Actually, they tell us that Jesug!

S

; @ That is that Jesus kgpf on sayig; this prayee. i
| d d ;
Surely never one loved so much and yet met sin with such msrcy j

) ey

and grace as Jesus ,did here at this place.

It was here at this place that the words werw i 1

to the ;i;;gner. And we notethat in the Wt

triumph Jesus turned and directed a prayer to the fathar. |

We remapbbi ihat Witk LRkl "‘, Jesus

This

ey
had created in all dlgnity he ang,

signified perfect hnity between God and the e Son. .And what a

It ,@\ enough we see. to trust

challenge this is to us.

God when life moves




prayed father forgive. There were those who OW to
and
And then you look«and you

the cross and yet he prayed. There was the or
reviling him and still he prayed. .
R T——

see &t the bottom of the croess

garments; the seamless robe. And they began to y for
T ——
clothings i s .\.t i
/ﬁw many times that pﬁw ‘and the
e ———

glories beyond; no one knows.  But Jesus was re Lb

of grace with t.hawng s "Father,

forgive them," o Lsid

Where .can one  find a greater }i

this one in the illustration here of Jesus who prayed in a i

strange place at a most unlikely «time.

wild expressions of

A
n, of curse g'nstgg& d implicati
s O ses agai an J.mw;

against those whowere causing -them to suffers But when Jesus

was' there andthe occasion of ~the naids & through his

hands and his feet, his e lutterance, ithe very first one,

Was o prayers And the very first word of:thet prayer was

Father.,,
It was in the name of religionthen had aeted and in the

name -0f«Gods But which of them was thus xight? . Whichof  then

could pretend to be in.communion with God? /. So ¢close. Bvidently

1

; -— —— 4N - ok
[ { rebellion is most striking.

¢ ..'l,. l

u i f. :
qf'bl‘dl and they say that there are some

words were not uttered at all by Jesus.

L)
S

The focal a

.A Iiverything at Calvary is significant but in a very special

ﬂ.’ rmhuon and history and experience.

and N Q10

1S WOIrs

‘the Saviour's seven words spoken from the heart of his

cﬂwuunpmt him to mankind.

!z@, too mag or too few were used at this strange, ',"’;

plece of prayer. Some heve attempted to deny the first

thet , some of these

But we know that

p_add

it

them and said friend there is a shorter mmxx road to my hearg
ST —— s

_w_. mt this is We for Jesus was already

dead.

sg)descended upon the tragic scene, Jesus

spoke three times, "Father forgive ‘them for they know not

what they do" and "Var_‘ig I say unto thee, today thou shalt
be with me in Parsdise" and "VWoman, behold thy Egn; behold

thy mother",  From the(@jr: g/ came the strangest

N il s Sy

of all words, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

‘ the Garkness had passed, there were: three mose

LN AN MR A eV

sentences spoken up doubi'.lessly in a relatively short period



of time, "I _fRirst, and "It is finished" and "Father fo thy

hands I commend my apirit"ﬁ

the ﬁ‘\lace for prayer as we would think of it as individuals.
And so the people of that day thoughts

Iﬂ?; e abgut hef

revenge as a God and "an eyewkor an:eye,.d

They knew all too

tooth for a_ tooth

ood for blopd", that was part of the Hebrew ethics,

for the victims of that dread doom with

hiea¥? curse and s ~at the spec '8, 90,8878
,.——l, "“ﬂ 2 w % ay F

—

~ David Smith. esus. praye

to watch, In the quietness of thesgsrden of Gethsasmane, Jesus

sgonizeds And when we hear him say,(" i e done" J} we

know that Jesus could ask no more.,

But this strange place: of theéruciﬁixiona a place of

deglh andw planted inthe earth as the naw through

the palms of his-hands and by means of a rope. or ladder the
et

victim was; nailed to his crpgghar and was lifted up and

fastened there in a n upright positions

There the crufifimion and the.cricified waa ;sﬁﬁto hagg for

And a strange thing.

| wrong is triumphant,

b " n
i did not pray, "Father, forgive me

oo U M SRR

hours. ver thought of this as a perfecl. place for il

prayer. It was a strange place of prayer.
But here he conversed with the Holy Father, "fo_z;;_:l_.\_r_e_gham--

for they know not what they do."
, says that hiks conciousness of his gbhéhip

The WW that the faith of Jesus was

unshizken by 21l through which he passed and by that which he

remained,
Sl

was not enduring. When righteousness is trampled underfoot asnd

That his faith was still secure in the

heavenly father.

N tice that hé

He was a ‘sw of

He

—

God without blemish being .offered for the sin of the world.

—

knew it.

’Ihere can be

pern for other

eopixe was s:.no.ere .

no doubt now that he really came to_g_eg}gw “that which

A nd the hurt that he was going through was no to

was 1 osts
withhold his mercy from them. Does it not stir your heart that

Jeus kept. on saying and he kept on praying?

to the crogsbeam and yet he prayed forgive him.

the lun hat |

There were

nto the pelms of his hands and he o

s e ¢ Tkt
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But sccording to his own words he(zsigéd have summons lem' ; 2
angels Yo his rescuc. #nd they would have relieved hin of his

suffering, But we see that his petition tp God was. Father,

forgive them. Now often in the pasﬂ::;;;;;) a8 God had forgiven

with sinful, suffering.humanity and as God Jesus died for our
7 oAl

sins. ' The wages of sin being death.

Jesus was the Ggg'han
and we pote that msny theological battles have been fought on

this ground because to deny this is heresy.In more recent years

the dﬁity of Christ has been the center of controversy.
This petition was offersd we see forgive the
“
who ‘carried out the order.
bt e v TR

of 1’1late‘? Noy they wer:s mere sw Even so

Jesus said, he that delivered me unto thee has the greater

g four soldl r

sin. (John 19:11) 'Help in answering this question eomes from

another preyer of Jesus just the night before. He had prayed

friends (John 17). But also them which shall’belilve: on

BBr his

me ‘through their word, - ‘Now he pra: ‘or ‘his ‘enemie

He' prayed for thosgdgégediatelz resEnnsibaéafor his death.

harchy, was guilty of spiritual blindness. ' The

v o had committed purgery. (?ila&éins a
‘coward. Theﬁob&inned in its indifference; theggoldierawere

cruel in the performance of their duties; thegthievesikrofanded

The religious

{ it because here is a

it was because prayer wass the natural pert of Jesus' life,

That at, that moment this prayer came forth..

The word Father also proved that the§ ith of Jesus

unshaken gh all of thj erience. And whén he was being
: tmemglag’ppon, he knew, Thus we really see here that.when \

'aoggeﬁity is turned int%ty or when some of our plans
*or hopes of‘lgge tumble in to confus%gn, that even the child
Rt A Lot

of God often times is apt to be rebellious to God. But great ,4

saints have been driven by the pressure of pain and dlsappoint-‘A

ment toéore devgﬁg@]‘n God's serv;,gg_. We see t.hat the ,'.'-

) pf the mworld is to come out of this prayer, this

38 and this situation. Here are for God's children

to learn, All may be dark, everything may seem to go on the
rocks and ruin, ewil may Beem to be on the throne in the place
of God and yet God liveth. He is there and he is present and

he will tring the dawn shorthy to pass.

The {Petition Off
Now ‘the petition offeresd is "E‘ﬁger‘ forpive them for
oy 00,

Now not sure that t "
siﬁﬁa hx all of us. Even as we fathom it and try to understand

g reat second in the midst of the death,

Il er

of Christs
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/’L‘Ilis petition is pot a prayer request fo

It is not for the cgnge

of all those who were standing around the cross.

You remembér that Jesus said to the@n the way to

the cross, "Daughters of Jerusalem, wesp not fgr me but weep

for you ‘selvbs, for your children; for ehold the dayb are

coming in which they shall say blessed are the barren and the

~

wombs that never bear and the paps that never give suck.

—————

they shall begin to say to the mountains fall on us and to the

hills cover us," Luke 23:20-30., This was a/fsep

coming warth upon Jerusalem and

not go with the praying that overlooks every guilt in a senti-

mental goodwill,

deginze God's forgiveness, it is nQlibrpgl ypon them,

not a tyrant, Our lord went to the crogy that the justice of

God and the Lg;gg‘gf’ﬁaé/;:;ht be free.

certainly could not:ignore the very:bthing

This his first words,
that his: death: made
possible, And nesgessary.

Jeus neven granted pardon except toé ndividuals Ibﬂ
e

Petitdon of faiths He will grent pardon to yopu.or to any. ..

many even a penitent thief if he asked.it. He will never force
W

pardon uggg a c:;'O’v.d,

=

Then

to God but ‘he knew tha£ Jesus was innocegt 'an_d that was not

a wrong-doer, ' SNl LI e

justice that they

brogéht him to_Lilate. No wﬁere does he

justifys to neglect, to ignore, and to be careless is to sin.

And desus nevpr winka at sin.
yl'hn.s petition onthe other hand is

e'i)ecial reWard;.!

in Celvary this would heve heen blasphemyg. It cannot be

argued that since we sre saved by his death, since those ab'

tho czoss were the instrunenss that put him to death, It follows

r}e% £ %tﬁon Tor. v

Jesus did not ask that because he participated

that bhey wre the direct agents %l blesgigﬁ. . No that is

not true, He is not asking a petition of gpecial rewards for

those who have crucified him at the gia 88 and those who stand

around, there, | Because the ones that eruoified him were the

agents of Sé ;ﬁ n, Now we see in.this petition when we consider

what he did pray for snd what his petition he offeregf it, wgmg
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deliberstely committed in the face of facts.

. lhen one becomes

so depraved in his nature that he declares evil is good then

he has reached beyomd forgiveness.

To the

But those who cricufied Jesus did so in ignorance,
——————

AR Al

But the petition he offered was ‘6ne that had a

And a. beert to it was wrapped up in one word for

It'is

aw“&d When we see it in its multiplied meanings.

Its most primitive meaning seems to be found in the simple *

statenent, N he pArom this we probably get the idea

éo leave or Jdetl go Since the time of Homer it has carried the
sense of W} Thus ‘the New Testament
referred to Jesus‘dismissing the g;gv_véxm.att. 13:36).  Paul

employsqit in the expression - the act of a husband putting

Tt Jenotes rollorine gt Sl B

duty or the' remission of suech!practices,
—

away'a wife, (1 Cor. T:1l),

One of its  most

é)j;‘.ql_ turesgue ;’deas)is that of freeing a slave under the will of

711 of these énrich thé 1ife of 'a believer,  He

wes balking about @

comnitted b g

the ownee,

Jesus was praying for in this petition shat he was offering,

He hadjbeen quiet before his crucified but he broke the silénce

eter)yienied him and his other

the holy one of God., Eve

. :
' disciples fled, lWhen all of the people answered and said his
448
' blood be on our _hs and on our children (Matt. 27:25) there W_?S’ﬁ'*
il ' !
V_"‘ i

the cross of Christ is nwm;‘,‘}g‘but it is right
g Gan we see that 2 one Noleioecht stapdine theye

a.mong that group with the tempest and the earthquake? Where

CEEi “ed once %ﬂ aJ:;.
of Christ was standing right among us. Angd con you not sece t&'at
you were among the crucifi g;? We are the crucifiers. We

A et 4l M SR

crucified Christ. If we would deny such then we would raise

ed Jesubs?){Can we not look and see that

There wzs human despair and the cross

the cross of Christ again., And cause him to suffer., For we

see when Cl’gist waareviaedp he reviled not again. He knew,

d hi d beaten him and d_hi
everyone who had ridiculed him and begten him and nailed him

on the cross. But on: the cross he did not addregss a single
fflence,) He did

one of them Hen 1 is orycifiers with

not eall down to them bufc he called to the ver}é- God up in

heaven who has majesty and power to forgive,

Did now.mmwﬂ Bap WhL)g e

were yet sinners Christ died for us? You see this takes in each
to his ar f infinite concern and love, He prayed

éor thg ;ost man>vho by either del&grate choice or mglfferent

denial.had gone into godlisness and continues do, The sin of
= iy

s
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__1)4_3 :
commission and the sin of omission. Thue we see that we
crucify Christ afresh time and time ag‘#in.

t into position on the

When the soldiers had ra
cros®y. they nWW

Pilate had caused to be written, 'Ja 2are bl

of the Jews". G. Campbell Morgan points out that in Jesus® ,
4

day. the three great streams of life were represented by Jeus,

" 1
Romgns, and Greeks, ' Thus the charge was Wik Eg in a nati' onal
2’“ r ,;Pg;_ s o

'ﬁne‘o o

@%nt, the lsnguage of lcué‘&e = all these elements .
Mw o

demanded his erucifizion.
pulture of the age ignoked him, sinful ETIrToivyo

him, sinful power murdered 9 s Sinful cylture neﬁsgggg %y. 3

And thus we:see in this day in which we live that sin is up to

date.in the same way. - And for this Jesus' petition was offered
for ! they kqow not what they do,
The word know is of special interest., There are several

words for knowing., .Bach with a perticular emphasis upon the

xind ffaoicdes Spelied) Ror instance, jone words denctes
fromyegoxinidy to the thing knom,

: &
Second, &Xpresses native insiﬁht.-

Third, Kresses the 19;3 of & determination with regard

to externsl impressions or a knowledge 'grounded in ‘eternal

experiences, Vhich literally Mesng JQ.S8&.duddi. bl
It dw and pure mental gmeg&j_pn"apa&-"ﬁ: 2

other knowledge that is receiyed from others. m.su

expresses the knowledge which comes from perception thli

In other words, afier gne has perceived or s

done its work.

through a matter, it becomes active in his soul.

x‘iot to have "'seen but to know, ; . ti AR

Thus it me

Lz 5 Vi Thex have a knowledge of hg, they had

they see external evidences of his nature; bu

him in their souls. . (Romans 1:19-32). They have not ;::e.'r'csatl.'\r‘gﬁ“ﬁ1

him at the point of: soul knowledge or understanding.

an acquaintance regarding him, they ppssess heresa x ‘-acg;about
e

him; but they have not sgen through them to the soul's compre-_

hensiocn of what they are doing. ‘Their's was a'w

But was not a deliberate sin but was one of soul ignorance,

This 13 the sum and

¥y dtaoek R

Now Paul speaks of the wisdom of God.

Sam 5

substance of what we have been saying before, Thus Jesus 'did

not Brax such a‘ grazer fgr‘iéga his was o 'sin of full know=-
ledge. The é;gardonablg sin>i-'a the sin against anw}edge'I
pe——— -




heavenward, he sees the le

reagx to come, ,waitiné for his word to W
e crucifiers and to re ck %
the cruclide _wba k to hesven., But Jesus

cries to the father to hold them back, de,
rd

permit the crucifixion to contivmxe. Theyare not taking my life,

A T

/f am laxinﬁ it dovg.) It is necessary for man to be saved.

I see in thisi also a [te ptation of Satan. | For he was saying

R

as they were drivimg the nails in his hands that he could

o
rgs but Jesus: would npt turn back and he prays this

avoid t

—

passionate, prayer, : For this to continue..

;2.We see in the second place that Jesus prayed that it
Coeonony:

when he prayed

ot _be 1aid to the arge /? You remember

something of this spirit in the hour of dega

in the sgme sense, Lord, lay not th#s sin//their gharge,

i~

(Acts 7:60). We note here that this ides is th :
E@ That is it is used of a debt. A man has a burden. For

a ngmgnmuggrgngggzl When the

debtor pleaded for more time, the man was moved with compassion

and loosed h%m and forgave him of his debt.

Thus the man took the debt upon himself. More to the point is

instance, a certsin man demands

(Matt. 108327)e

the wbrd of Jesus. Teo theyf ‘Yman, Son be of good cheer, thy

AT x T

sins have been forﬁ.iven thée, (Matt, 9:2). Jesus took the

man's sins upon himself,

 }!

when in this stmange plsce, he offered this strange poﬁtiongyﬁ"'

L
of forgiveness, Because they did not know whom and whom they

were crucifying, When the Romans heard someone talkin

sp_n—m they thought of him as an emperor. When th.

spoke about the Messiah, they thought of him as a n&tional .
1 — e

o e e R

Jm. They did not know that Christ would miraculously

Wam be exalted of God. They knew mot,

what they did., Now our situation is different., We can know

certain things and we can plead ignorance to certain things.
,But can we still say that we know not what we do? IThen we
think about the case of these people and we think about the
cruci¥ixion of Jesus.

: / R
Here was a prayer. for the petition, a pardon of his |

 But here was

a projer of Jesus, Father forgive.then. Hg had long asqieucit]
men to'@ﬁie_i.r_ﬂkﬁm?, (155 Ythem that cursyo@

to them that' hate you, an@.ﬁor then that dispitefully
persecude- you,

The Sermon on the Mount had been a beautiful

dream but now we see what a differente it is to preach and to

ive

M
. There are ew of us)yerha v

We have never been deeply wronEed as Jesus wes, Very likely
many of us mey not hsve many enemggs in the world. But those

practices
ps_who know lt it 48 toflorg



'-_]L ' o it
‘Perhaps noting .

else v 1 . % x s Y 5

who have are aware of how difficult it is.

il
pctions to the natural
Jiordd was at least in prazcti_c;e/,xgg"lfq

thou shall lo .s‘( neichbor and hate thine eneg. Bven: in thaﬁ-flq

And we see that Jesus changed this and Chrlst rovealed that hare
was a f ather's heartiand itiwas the heartiof forgiveness,

lie are looking further,

i
of his .love. He has bheen injureg,ff

Could it besaid of ' them all that they did not know what they

fic-Lor them, But they were just

M the goverument. And yet they were guilty,

It is true of every sinner in some méasure that hé does

not know what he is doing.

ignorance and:in unbeli

was idoing.

But Jesus knew that thez needed forgiveness, But unless

they seek repentance ss:individuals, God cennot forgive then.

How ¢an he? And,we know that Jesus was going to zive Jerusalem

at.least forty years to think through and to change her wayse

: Bt
prayer not only the place was unlikely, the
offered, but what was the pardon that Jesus

prayed here on the cross? : et

we see that Jesus prayed that he might
tp be crucified.]l He was praying that the crucifixio
co—____'__ntinu___e and condemn me for only by assuming thedﬂﬁ‘ . _

he plead for their forgiveness, In this appeal he was

of the obligation.
\_—-—-——'/"_

self from all mankind.

By this sacrificial act, he separat

And became the-one. And 'it coa'@v

his .
———

except for the

Now he could, Calvary could never hope for mercy:,

]

They did not know that he went to the cross in arder’ that his

prayer for their fgrg;geness might become mﬁﬁnuy
M_e_lmmmmmw
work of grace, as Jesus. And it seems ‘that his prajfor and

one else could do this.

shis pardon hé was seeking.

He was bray.‘mg for the pgrmi.gg_j.gn

of the crudifixion to be'contined.

the night before, Think thou that

The crucifixion wag’now in’ progressb. Hnd he lodkb";

438 £ e Ly, s E

and he w ‘

deliver him.
__________—J



him stay on the cross.

And he was with him through the tomb.

exile, Thwmw_gl in their lives and yet are

not saved, f qLipind g

Still God through mercy has delayed his judgment and if you

will repent then you can-have this pardon-which he is willing

torgives During the war. bgtwgggéusaj.a-and Fi' ﬁi@ seven

Russians were held,prisoners in.a lu&e_tovm hall of -a Finish

ci'bx. They were to be shot at gunrise. . The were communists

and -:;odless-, unbelievers,  They hed not hope: for time jor ebernity

Some of they even cursgd God,and beat on
fists,  -But begain to.sing !
Jesus', Safe on his gentl st; There by his. 1

Hark tms the vo;ce Qij

(e vy

with  their

P il

» sn.iqowed Sweetly my soul snall rest.

Qver &he field of g;_,gg! ovez ;

the.Jaspen sea.” ‘When the verse was finished one of hig

fellows broke outWXou fool,are

you trying.to make ysoreligios?

 ——

angedd; born in a song. to mey

, Jesus waq not asking that i right- 3

eous c at, He used an expression of thought

B e S oW

-

of l:'btm go or gl_ﬁi'.ngh,ug the debt by demanding its payment.
Now he was asking their sins to be placed ypon him already

he ha the son of (God bearing away the sin of the world, Thus

he .calls upon the fathcr, qgg n hinder them by any d d:.vme

condemning me., no prays. In no othdr way could they be forgiver

In no other way could they find excuse for sin. As Paul said, ,
if he bath wronged thee or owed thee oupht, put that on my
account, I will repay. (Fhilemon 18)

Because Jesus became a debtor! wg grg‘ ﬁ:‘ge. He was rich

for us to serve the masters. Jesus was not pray:.nrr that because

they did not know what they were doimg that thez did not need

forgiveness, I do not believe that this was a prayer for Judas..

his side wer%égnmt; N

They did not even understand the

They had igngr_gg im
thoughtlessly. The pen:.tent thief was i:norant but hnOWledge

sisnificance of sinjend the conse uen

st aad bl R 2 2o



=20a

!

came and he appealed _for salvation to Jesus. y

3‘1 think in the third and last place here that Jesus prayed

be held back for a

mom think this was a request that the condemnation of

wrath of God michi wait for Jush :

Thge word that he uses here is .the same word in Matt,

sin might be held bagk and .the

a mf.rne.

19:1) "Suffer lit

ot to come unto

N R TR ——

T Directing the disci

ell.

that they n&w%w We ‘see that on the cross

when the soldier wanted to zive vinegar to Jesus, the objector

8. to forgive the children, insisting

says let it be, That is it ‘was not forgiveness they were
thinking about, ,They were .attempting to prevent ‘the soldier
from carrying out their purpose mntil they could see whebther
or not Elijej was going toicome back to earth again. Now
Jesus had already prepsred his little band of followers to e}
forth and witness. After the resurrection, pentecost would

comes but these werew and

the tragedy of. the gospel message. And _l_preached we see

and now brethern I would that through L id it as

_ - sy ;
did also your. rulers. Repent ye therefore and be converted that

your sins may be blotted oute, (Acts 3:17=19). Many believed

if they had not believed it would not have been necessary for

him to suffer,

I think it ds .clear here that (gesus does ‘not wish that .
% e RPN iahs T

1

YDA

imnediate doom 'Yike thg flash of the lightening or a thinder-

bolt of God's wrath cibme diwn upon them. And theat they be
“ma——p

cast out in his justice.

salvation because no man deserved s chance, But thank Qod
e ™

Jesus prayed, H%heénds of wrath)back untdlthe elect are

sealed. There are ‘aon,e among these at the cross who will

t hen th ignificance of their crime d upon_ th
urn when the sign a ]EB__/L ,_&

Father,,éostgon@he day of ﬂugggent,' give them a chance and

because of that prayer the gospel has been proclaimed and many

an unworthy sinner has been saved.

S n L : strike when Lo sin?
et
lhy does he seem to ignore the wickedpess of men and of n: tions.

They do not deceive, @lod is not mocked. But God msy postpone

And be saved.

That they might nave(an ogﬁortunitﬁo. know in respanse to ,

Jesus' cry we see that he was asking God to hold back,to inter-

never escape their sins., -

st XTI
cede until enlightement could come through the victoey of his

death end of his resurrectjon that he might declare %o ba the
son of God. That'they would know that they might not eontinue

But{(Pa

in their .sins @eliberately. says and in times of this

ignorance God winked at but now commandeth all men everywhere

to repent.

We find théi God answered Jesus' prayer.‘; And that God let
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