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Running the Blookads at the Hputﬁ of
Red River—Passing Rew Orleans -
~ Blown TUp, ;

“='Corpus Christl, Tex, Sept. 15.—To The
-I‘{ews:,'_mthough the: war has long : since
‘become a thing of ‘the past, while many
_of the actors that particlpated in the great
\tragedy have passed from off the stage
coZ life, still the deeds of daring and of
‘herolsm of that eventful period are yet
‘fresh in the minds of men, and in after
‘years: will form en important uiche In
the histéry of our country: when' some
future historian zeeks te prove the valor
-and - courage  of the American people..
‘Nelther Sparta nor Greece in their palmiest.
‘days ever sent forth nobler heroes to bat-.
tie for their rights than did the soath
dn that' great struggle which ~shook the
‘earth like a mighty earthquake and trans-
| formed streams of limpid water into rivers
-of human blood. 3
. Some of these old heroes are still in the
‘enjoyment ot fife, following the quiet pur-
suits of peace and surrounded by their
families. They rarely speak of *‘the days
Jthat tried men's souls,” and ‘then only
when urged by some one of & later genera-
tion or when recalling war times with
Some 0ld comrade In arms.

~ One of this kind is Mr. Willlam Bigglo,
the proprietor of the St James hotel in
/this eity, and one of the most modest and
unassuming ol men. And yet Mr. Bigglo
“is the hero of an event that will go down
in history as one of the most daring deeds
of ‘the entire war, for those who partici-
‘pated in it littie thought when they en-.
“tered upon: the task that they would ever
‘live. to teil it. I refer to the running of
the biockade at the mouth of Red river
“by the confederate ram Webb, and of her
‘perilous journey dewn the Mississippi to a
“point beiow New  Orleans, ;
2“Three’ years ‘ago I learned incidentaliy
‘that Mr. Bigglo was a pllot on the Webb,
“and though L importuned him repeatedly
“to relate to, me.the story of that exciticg
‘yvoyage. down the Mississippi, with that
‘true> modesty - which | characterizes  every.
real hern when called upon to rejate his
-own ‘experiences; he. invariably puf me
‘off, always saying *he probably would at
/Some otner time.'” Recently, however, my
;ggottunltyrcame-and I was not slow to
‘take acdvantage of it. An article appeared
in The News, written by Mr. C. F. Adler,
telling the story of the “Dolly Webb,”" as
he termed hér, and of how she ran the
‘blockude, ete. - saw the article and took it
‘to. Mr. Blggic to learn whether or not it
‘was' correct. “After reading it over care-
fully, Mr. Bigglo smiled and safd: 3
PETB er. was no doubt hunest in his
Hef, but he was far from being correct."’
* ‘X then appealed to him to give the true
story of the Webb as a matter of history,
and with much veluctance he finally: con--
~gented. to do so. It 1s as foilows and I
‘glve it in his own words: ot 1 P 3
© The W. H."Webb was bullt in New York
~several years prior to the war for the New
(York underwriters. She was of flne model
jand was employed for wrecking purposes
iand for assisting vessels in  distress. She.
“had two independent engines, two walking.
“beams, 35-foot wheels, and was the most
jpowerful “vessel of her size then @extait.
iAfter being. by those for whora ‘she’
|was orl nn.ll‘;; built” for a few years, she
!wnag anld ta!Pater Marev of Naw Orleans.

were beatl
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.the mouth of Red

did &s commanded. By  this time every
whistlé of the fieet was Screaming, drums
ng, rockets were gelng up and
it seemed as i€ the very devil was to pay.

1’ Kept’ the® Webb straight,on her. course,.

and before n gun was fired we had passed
‘the blockade, and had turned the bend and
were ing down the Misuissipp!t viver,

however, headed  for the Dbiggest opening,

We had run the gauntlet and were ncw.
-be;;:yieﬂn “the devil 'and the deep sea. Aftec

WO ) gone down 'the river some dis-
tanre the Manhaitan fired a few shots, but
thess did us no hatm.” T %
J/assing out of ‘Red river and through
very jaws of death, it was only 1o en-
countér new and greater: dangers béfore
the gull could be reached. At Hogg Polnt,
three miles below the mouth of Red river,
an cxchange of prisoners was going on

between o federal and confederate boat.

Tha confederates knew the Webb was ¢om-
ing, ‘and'when she passed they saluted
her by blowlng their hoats’ whistles, the
Webb answering the salute in like manner.
After passing Hogg Point the Webb looked
back and saw  two federal- gunboats” fol-
lowing “her. She’ kept  straight on  her
course and soon discovered that she was
rt:gidly leaving  her pursuers in the dis-
3

e, :
All the way from Red river to New Or-
leans federal gunboats were supposed o

‘be anchored In the river every five miles.

‘As the Webb wounld approach one of the
boats she. would-be signaled,
would. be answered by Xelly, one of the
quartermasters of the Webb,” “who re-
mained on deck uncevering lights. W
the Webb was nearly on a gunboat Kelly
would run up any kind of a light and the
Webb would be past the federal boat be-
fore the fravd would be discovered. About
fifteen miles below’ the mouth of = Red
river the YWebb came to, lowered a boat
and ‘4 sguad was sent ashore to cut the
telegraph wires. This operation was per-
formed 'several times and thus passed the
first ‘night after run[m'ng the blockade at
river.

“At ‘daylight,”’ says Mr. Bigglo, “we
were close on to a gunboat lying in front
of ' Donaldsonville.” She ran up her -sig-
nals ‘and at the same time ran out her
zunsg,. We thought we were. in for it, but
fortunately. it. was nothing more than
drill and the guns were rum’'back again.

“The slgnals of the federal vessel wers
duly answered by the Webb, flags belng
used in the day time In the same manner
that lights were used at night. We. could
have destroyed. millions of dollars worth

‘of property on our trip, hut our sole objéct

was to tun the blockade and to do S0 us
quickly as possible. After getting safely
by the boat just mentioned, the captain
ordered us to slow up, in order that we
might pass New ~Orleans in the night.
Passing boats,. however,. showed us .the
folly ‘of such a thing, so we determined to

19 + New  Orleans: s soon . as. possibla.

: Ve cut the telegraph wires ten times be-

tween “Red river and New  Orleans,” but
this was foolish, a3 we afterward ascers

tained, as it was unnecessary and caused .

us ‘to lose valuable’ thme, i

“After determining to pass New Orleans
as’scon as possible, we made the best time
we could down the river, About 1 o'tlock
p. m. we reachsd New Orleans and found
the federal fiest lving at St. Mary's wir-
Ket. -We “aere ;all feeling gaoad, thinking

‘that everything was all right and that we

were ‘not expected. We reckoned  wrong,
however,  for! just as’ we. got abreast the
Lackawanna, a 24-gunship, her cuptiin got
the: news of our coming. Before he could
gét his men‘. all to their quarters, however,
e were l‘lf.lt on him, in fact so close:that

a rock could have easily been thrown frem

‘one boat to the other. In less time almost

than~ it takes to teli it, the Lackawanna

“rave a shot that went clear through the

\Welib. abreast the forehatch, four oot
from the water's edge, and. landed in_Al-
glers, "After the first shot Captain Read

corderad Kelly to haul down the false<col-

ors and run up the colors of the confedir-
acy, as- he expected to 'see the \WebDh sunk
right thére and ‘wanted her to go down

“right with her own colors flying from the

masthead. After giving this order, the cap-
tafn walked to the slde of the Webb nesrest
the ﬁ.rlng)‘ and ‘remained there until we

SPllot Jim: West, an old-Red river
‘pilot, who was helping moe handle the vess
sel, Jaid down on' the deck and 1 was 1eft
alone at the wheel The T, ckqw:mnn'u,ﬁrsg
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The signal’

When'

‘pandering to sentiment, sa we acted npdd
the captain’s advice and Givided Into three
arties, each party etriking out for itself
n the endeavor to get bac?clmofthe. can-
federate dines. The party I was with nume

bered twenty-two, and our first move was
to: get through the swamp to Pearl river,

but failed, 'One of the parties, numberd
about twenty-two, surrendered to thé Hole
lyhock - that same  evening. My
tramped

something 1o cat. This he gave us In a
hurry In order to get rid of us as. quickly:
as possible, for fear the enemy would find
us there ‘and arrest him for harboring
confederate” soldlers. That night we slepy
in his hay 1oft, contrary to his brders,
the next morning we went {o -anothap
planter’s “house for breakfast. Braakfast
was served us in short order, and wé weras
then requestéd ‘For God's sake move on.’
This we did and we =oon found ourselves
in a public road. where we Tere captured
b;.'. & company of cavalry. >
'We were “then kept under guard for
thrge days,  while o detachment of . the
cavalry went out to hunt for the rest of
the Webb's  crew. At the end of that
time we were marched to New Orleans,
and all over it like a circus truin. As wea: -
assed  windows. Iadies would' wave hand='*
ierchiels and shower flowers  upon -us,
while repulsive and frenzied negroes danced
arcund us in the streets and amused thema-
selves by spitting on us and kicking us.
After being exhibited all over the efty as
So-many wild animals, we were marched -
to the ol ‘Pleayune Prsss’and -Kept ‘in

continement til two weeks later, when we -

were exchanged.
We heard nothing:of -Captain Read and

his party until about the time of our re. .

lease. It seems that the captaln’ and hi
party -went to the river bu’uk !hc’nhxh:
followlng our separation aud hualled an
oyster boat on the pretext of wunting 1o.
buy. some- ovsters,  When ~the boat! came.
ashore It was taken hossession of hy the
ciptain and his men and they startad for
the gulf, which they reached in safety,
Here their good Iuck o 3
ever, -and they were
the Tréedom of tne h seas but a ye
short time, for a federal gunbiat pleked
them up and they were brought to New
Orleans prisoners. Shortly  after our  réee
lease the surrender came and this ended
forever my occupation as a sajlor In the
co'?rt:‘f:‘elm:i nz-;\'y." b :

s the true and simple story i6¢-the
confederate ram  Webb and he?-dn
craw as related by one who played an fm-
portant part’ in her ne'er-to-be-forgotten
Journey down the Mississippl river at. o -
time when such in undertaking was con-
sldered ‘almost certain death.  Of ail the
deeds® of daring and of valor performed
during the war none was attended with -
gréater dangers than this, and it ‘gseems.

rmittad to- eajoy

that nothing save the hand of Providence =

aione could have guided the litie Webb
on her perilous journey and preserved the
lfves of those who were wiliing to die {n
Jher defense, JEPE McLEMORE, -

around in the swamps until ?in.rk.' A
when we went to a q‘plnmer’s house {o-get . ©

esirted  them, hows @ ..
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"who used her a8 a low-bar tow-boat. These
{tow-boats were very powerful vessels and
the Webb was the most powerful of all.
‘When Netw Orleans was captured by But-
ler ‘the Webb was sent up to Red river by
‘her. owner -for safe keeping. 'Soon after
‘reaching Red river she came into posses-
slon- of the confederates and it was des
“cided to ‘convert her into a ram, She was
-accordingly strengthencd and fitted up -as
‘such “swith an’ armament: of one 2-inch
vel rifle in her bow, two- $-inch decoy
xuns. one on each side,.and two 12- gound-
‘ers: aft.. Thus equipped, the Web
ready for work as'a confederate ram.

e first exploit. of ‘the Webb was to.
slnlc the !eaernl gunboat Indfanola. The
‘Indianola had run the gauntlet at Vicks-
‘burg and wao the first blockade vessel at
 the mouth of the Red river. It was while

ng ‘there that the “Webb ran into her:
“one nlght and sent her to the bottonr of
‘the river. Shortly after this the Webb hnd
anouxer nxht at Atchalafaya and was f
‘getting up a reputation ‘as:an. ehemy'm
\federals lm.t would need watehing.
2The  Webb's exploits attracted . the n.t-
ention of the confederate war. department
d the ldea was conceived of bringing her
‘the gulf, where she could work on a
and more effective scale. To bring:
‘desperate um!ertnklng

-'su nboa 1ts,” to say notblng of the blockade
at ‘the mouth of the Red river. But for
desperate” undertakings! there can always
be found desperate men, and the wer de-
‘partment was not long in finding & man.
~with the courage to jundertzge the job.
“The exploits ‘of Captain Charles Read of
‘the conl'edemte nav m destroylng thirty-
‘five ‘merchan the Atlantic. ocean
“had rendered: hlm ta.mouli 80.‘he “was. s
lected 0 gef the Webb
‘into’ the gulf. Cnptam Read was accord-
Jdugly ‘sent from Rlchmond e.ud a.rr!ved in
Bhrevg&ort ‘nadulmm diately bes
_ Captain Re adinte ga.n v.he task
“of: getting his vassels ready for the danger~.
ous undt-rtaklng. ‘His first-work was to
: which was soon done,

termastem. The next work was the coal-:
‘ngoof he vessel and placing on’ board 250
‘tons of the fattest pine kuots that could
“be found and a large amount:of rosin. The
| Webk was well provisioned and then moven.
‘down the river ag far as Alexzndﬂn. where
Veoiarat °§ TG os
‘the ection o ouse and the
?&’1"{'" en E;ewé;migle part;of &e Vess
‘pel was ed, as awhite yes-
‘sel Is not so easily seen. on the water at

'nl ht as one of & dark color. :
& ‘K‘hue lying here an. incident  occu curred
‘that would have made many an old’ sdlor
‘shake in hig boots, No mattér bow n'
i pers:mdu ﬂ’ﬁxy:be e v'é‘ﬁ
? on - among. ors ra s
“Invarfabl y: desert  her dlsaater. tho 5
-Is ‘gheacs It wns( ast

QEV v
t “hel m» ?:“t:
el &at & rats ki

‘} when the spar was cut in twain.

curred vesterday.

'n.luctantly obeyed, remarking as® he laid

art - front. of - the pﬂot “house and.
‘them; It

SNOL . WH@s 1o4DWEU DY ULHEIY, 3T JUevlu
shot was aimed at the pilot house, but
strizck: a bale.of ‘cotton and glanced: up,
passing ‘over the pillot houss and doing no
damage. The third shot’from the Lacka-
wanniy went thrangh the chimney guys of
the Webb and did but little harm. By this
time we were turning the bend of the rl\-er.
4ust below New Orleans, when the firing
ﬂ‘om the Lackawanna ceased, her' capiain

cavering that her. shols were going
stral ht into Alglers nnd dolnx: grent dam-

age.t
: "At t‘he Jower part of Almem. at anchor
in the middle of the river, was 2 large wves-
sel which we sup sed was the federal gun-
“boat Hartfo uke straight for her and'
_give her the “to * shouted Captaln
“Read, The t 0 crew were at' their
ost and the 'torpedo was quickly lov.ered.

n. orderln{: it 1o , however, the:

ta.!n forgot to give the signal to slov t.he
boat up. The result' of this was that we
~were going o fast when the torpedo struek
“thé water that the pressure of the swater.
“caused it to Swing round and there was im-
ent dangerof the Webb belng hlown up.
Seeing his mistake and the danger the boat
vms in from her own torpedo, “the captam
elled ‘to Che torpedo erew to ‘cut’ her
“loose,’ which was done just in:time, a4 the
o0 was: within a foot of thejivessel

“In a few moments we hid slowed up
‘and wcm a‘.lonsvlde the federal vessel. She
‘proved not to-be the Hartford, but.
shlp Fear \ot loaded with fixed' ammrum
“Had we run into her with the tor-
 as we inteded, the chances are that;
‘no one on either bont would have been,
Qeft to tell the tale. When we got along-
~side the Fear Not an incident occurred that
distinetly as {f {t had oc-

fe IE\ f ege?l om\c.e{ “i‘tl}!:

atandln on the deck of the Fear Not w.
ud)f‘ Pﬁéff‘ one of - the dpllots jor tt.h:e
Web ic up. a2 gun and was just'in
le of sho(‘:’tlng at the officer when
Captnln Rwd ordered him to des!it. Price

the ~down, that it was the first time.
‘he ggg ever ordered notto. shoot at &
Yan (S TA D
“Seelng that the Fear Not wouldn't mo-
lest us, our mext thought wasito get away,.
‘so.down the river we went. J.ocking back
we w the steamer Holiyhock comlng after
The “Hollvhock was a.low-bar towboat,
custtgnd werful, but- not quite as large
RS e

ebb. . Our object was to keep
‘ahead “of her,
uttle ‘trouble.

and this e did with® but
Wnenever she could get in
traight reach of us she wonld give ns a
shot. bgt. none’ of hﬁ; sm&s gil\ erufh !aa
u chased -us down the clve Tty
w rxynu& ‘below New Orleans, . wh all of
a sudden we mn rlght an:top O Wirs
ship, )ytng ln the
m!dgle of the Hvet. we neared her we
t,ha. she had roadxidw out.
'Tb Webb th slowed up. and
C&ptuin Read eallod all of the officers qgi

address
no use,' sald he. It's a._‘lnll-»

we
r}cans wuhout l?é'ns- dlneov-=
:nﬂ.ve cut the wires below the!
couid. then have renched e
H:nei;zmub)e. Az it is,
# for s to Ao ls
b wd blow . hr up.
tain  floished (alklng ot - &,
en‘ ‘any one; but: Y
tful-







